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Communication From Executive Department Boston, )

February 15, 18G5. )

I transmit herewith, for the information and use of the
general court, a communication addressed to myself by Dr. M.
M. Davis, the Indian Agent of the United States, in charge of
the Indians at and near Green Bay, Wisconsin, concerning
certain supposed rights or interests of the Stockbridge tribe,—
for the proper investigation and assertion of which, it seems
desirable that some appropriate committee or commission should
be appointed under the authority of the legislature.

JOHN A. ANDREW.

iltmnmomucnltli of iUassntljugctts

To the Honorable the Senate :



[Fob.2 STOCKBRIDGE TRIBE OF INDIANS.

Boston, Mass., February 4, 1865.

To His Excellency John A. Andrew, Governor :

Sir,—The Stockbridge tribe of Indians were the owners and
occupants of a considerable tract of country in the southern
part of Berkshire County, prior to its settlement by the whites.
As early as 1724, parties authorized by the colonial legislature,
purchased of this tribe a large portion of their lands. About
the time of the close of the revolutionary war,—in which strug-
gle they made common cause with their white neighbors,—they

removed to Central New York, from whence, about forty years
ago, they again removed to the then territory of Michigan, but
now State of Wisconsin. On several occasions, since my official
connection with this tribe, its officers and old men have called
my attention to the early history of their tribal transactions
with the whites. They claim that certain lands in the Ilousa-
tonic Yallcy were reserved at the time the early sales were
made, and that subsequently their reserved lands were leased
for a long term of years; that the lease or leases were executed
on their part by one Kon-ka-pot, or Cun-ka-pot, their king,
sachem, or head man, and finally, that the Indian title has
never been extinguished in the lands covered by the lease or
leases.

Whether the traditions of these Indians are correct or not
can only be ascertained by careful investigation. In the history
of Berkshire County, published in 1829,there is much valuable
information relating to this subject. I have devoted a few days
to an examination of this claim, and have not been able to
come to the conclusion that it is without foundation. Permit
mo to suggest that an official examination into the character of
this claim would be well for all parties concerned. The Stock-
bridge Indians are civilized and Christianized ; they arc good
farmers, and, were they located on good farming lands, would
easily obtain ample subsistence. But their present reservation
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is quite worthless for farming purposes. Their income from
a small fund of only $6,000, yet held in trust by the United
States, is only $B6O per annum. They are poor, and if they
have any just claim they are very much in need of whatever
may be duo them. An official statement in regard to their
present location will bo found in the report of the secretary of
the interior, for 1862-3.

When these Indians removed from New York to the western
territory, I have been informed that they sold their lands to the
State. But in disposing of these lands the State realized a
larger sum than the Indians received at their sale. From time
to time New York has appropriated the surplus funds thus
arising for the benefit of the tribe. But I am told that the
New A rork funds arc nearly or quite exhausted.

I am, Sir, very respectfully yours,

M. M. DAYIS,
U. S. Indian Ag’l for Green Bay Agency , Wis.




