
SENATE....No. 149.

The Committee on Fisheries, to whom was committed the
Petition of the Selectmen of Mattapoisett, for power to regulate
the fishery in Barlow’s Pond, in Mattapoisett, have considered
the subject, and report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

HENRY BARSTOW, Chairman.

Commcmrocaltl) of iltassadjusctto.

In Senate, March 28, 1865.
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AN ACT
To regulate the Herring or Alewife Fishery in Barlow’s

Pond, and the waters connected therewith, in Matta-
poisett.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The town of Mattapoisett is hereby
2 authorized to make the necessary improvements for
3 the preservation and taking of herrings, or alevvives,
4 in Barlow’s Pond and the waters connected there-
-5 with, and the outlet therefrom to the sea; and to
6 do all acts necessary, tor the purpose of protecting
7 and regulating a herring or alewife fishery in said
8 waters.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of said town may, at any
2 legal meeting called for that purpose, make such
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Five.
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3 by-laws, with penalties for violation of the same, and
4 such rules and regulations as they may deem proper
5 for the preservation and protection of said fishery,
6 and for the taking and disposal of said fish; provided,

7 such by-laws are not inconsistent with the laws of
8 this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 3. The selectmen shall annually post up the
2 regulations so established in two or more public
3 places in said town, within ten days after their
4 passage.

1 Sect. 4. If any person shall take any of said fish,
2 in any of the waters aforesaid, at any time, or in any
3 manner other than shall be allowed by said town,
4 such person shall, for each offence, on conviction
5 thereof, pay a fine not exceeding twenty dollars. •

1 Sect. 5. The said town of Mattapoisett shall be
2 liable to pay all damages that shall be sustained by
3 any persons in their property, by the taking of any
4 lands, or by the construction of any dams, sluiceways,
5 or other works, or by fiowage, for the purpose of car-
-6 rying into effect this act; and if any person sustain-
-7 ing damage as aforesaid, shall not agree with the
8 selectmen of the town upon the damage to be paid
9 therefor, the superior court of Plymouth county shall,

10 upon the petition of such persons, appoint three com-
il petent and disinterested persons, to hear and award
12 thereon; and their award, or that of any two of them,
13 being accepted by said court, shall be final: provided,

14 that said petition shall be filed in the office of the
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15 clerk of said court within three years after such dam-
-16 age shall have been sustained, and not afterwards.

1 Sect. 6. If during the next five years, it shall be
2 apparent that the establishment of the herring fishery
3 herein provided for, shall have sensibly diminished,
4 by means of its operation and traceable thereto, the
5 catch of herrings at the weirs upon Hammond’s river
6 in said Mattapoisett and in Rochester, then such
7 equitable indemnity shall be rendered to the owners
8 of said Hammond’s river fishery, in fish or otherwise,
9 as the legislature shall determine.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


