
SENATE....No. 150.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was recom-
mitted the Bill for a free bridge at Springfield and the proposed
amendment, report the Bill in a new draft.

Per order,

A. C. PARSONS, Chairman.

In Senate, March 28, 1865.
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[Mar.FREE BRIDGE AT SPRINGFIELD.

AN ACT
To establish a Free Bridge on the Connecticut River at

Springfield.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same

,
as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The bridge across the Connecticut river,
2 from Bridge street in Springfield, to the west bank of
3 said river in West Springfield, and so much of the
4 lands on either bank, belonging to the proprietors of
5 said bridge, as the commissioners to be appointed as
6 is hereinafter provided, shall adjudge to be necessary
7 for the safety and convenience of the public travel,
8 are hereby laid out, and shall become a public high-
-9 way, on the fourth day of July next, and no tolls

10 shall be demanded or received for passing thereon on
11 and after that date.

€ommomucflltl) of ittassadjusctto.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Five.
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1 Sect. 2. The county commissioners of the county
2 of Hampden, within thirty days from the passage of
3 this act, shall apply to the supreme judicial court, or
4 to some justice thereof, and, after reasonable notice to
5 all parties interested, said court shall appoint three
6 disinterested and suitable persons, not resident in said
7 county, as a board of commissioners, whose duty it shall
8 be, after having been sworn to the impartial discharge
9 of the duties thereof, and after seasonable notice to

10 all persons interested, and a hearing, to estimate,
11 determine and award the amount to be paid to said
12 proprietors for all of said property which shall be so
13 taken; and saief county of Hampden shall, within
14 thirty days from the making of said award, pay to
15 the said proprietors the amount so awarded; provided ,

16 however, said proprietors may appeal to a jury in the
17 same manner, and subject to the same provisions as
18 are provided in cases of appeals from the county com-
-19 missioners, in the estimation of damages, by the
20 laying out of highways, except that said appeal shall
21 be made to the county commissioners of Worcester,
22 within thirty days from the publication of said award,
23 and said jury shall be summoned from said county of
24 Worcester, and the hearing shall be in said city of
25 Springfield, and the verdict shall be returned to the
26 next term of the supreme judicial court for said
27 county of Hampden, which verdict, when accepted
28 and recorded, shall be conclusive upon the parties ;

29 and the county commissioners of Hampden shall
30 order, and the county treasurer of said county shall,
31 within thirty days thereafter, pay said proprietors the
32 amount that shall be determined by said court.



FREE BRIDGE AT SPRINGFIELD. [Mar. ’65,

1 Sect. 3. The county commissioners of Hampden,
2 on and after said fourth day of July, shall have the
3 care of said bridge and highway, and shall cause the
4 same to he kept in good repair, safe and convenient
5 for public travel.

1 Sect. 4. The county of Hampden shall be pri-
-2 marily liable for all damages occasioned by defect in
3 said bridge and highway.

1 Sect. 5. The board of commissioners appointed
2 as aforesaid shall also, after notice to all parties inter-
-3 ested and a hearing, determine add decree what cities
4 and towns in said county of Hampden, and in what
5 proportion said cities and towns shall pay the amount
6 of said award or verdict, and the expense of main-
-7 tenance and repair of said bridge, and all other
8 expenses properly incurred under the provisions of
9 this act, and the damages which may be. hereafter

10 recovered for defects in said highway; which deter-
-11 mination and decree shall be a part of the award
12 aforesaid. And the county commissioners of Hamp-
-13 den shall, from time to time, apportion such sums
14 upon said cities and towps, in the proportion so
15 awarded, as taxes, and shall, by their clerk, certify
16 the same to the assessors of said cities and towns.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


