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Office of the State Paymaster, )

Boston, Dec. 15, 1867. j

To His Excellency Alexander H. Bullock, Governor of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Governor :—I have the honor to submit herewith a Report of
the transactions of this department, from the date of my appoint-
ment as Paymaster to the present time. The amount transferred
to me December 20th, 1866, being the balance of the Paymaster-
General’s account as shown by his final report, was $23,208.05,
this amount being made up of the following balances, viz.;—

Recruitment fund, . . . -$7,928 79
Suspense, 1,299 46
Returned allotments, ... . 650 59
Pull and advance bounties, . . 6,939 51
Monthly bounties, .... 6,389 70

523,208 05
Since that time I have received and

placed to the credit of—
Suspense account,.... $275 00
Returned allotments, ... 10 00

285 00
During the year warrants have been

issued in my favor for the pay-
ment of monthly bounties, . $30,000 00

Interest upon monthly bounties, . 500 00
30,600 00

Making the total amount received, . .
. $53,993 05

CommoucDCrtltl) of iltassadjusctts.
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The payments made from Dec. 20th
1866, to date, have been on acc’t
of recruitment fund, . . $4,005 45

Suspense account, .
. . 100 00

Full and advance bounties,—
Army, ....$3,025 00
Navy, .... 1,666 68

4,691 68
Monthly bounties, . . . 29,024 50
Interest, 952 24 •

Making the total am’nt of payments, $38,773 87
Showing thebalance remaining with

me at the date of thisreport, to be, . . $15,219 18
Which amount is held as follows :
In treasury undrawn upon warrant, $5,000 00

treasurer’s note, . . . 5,000 00
National Revere Bank, . . 4,850 25
cash, ..... 368 93

515,219 18

Below is a statement of each separate account. .

RECRUITMENT FUND.

Or.
By balance transferred from Paymaster-General, $7,928 79

Dr.
To payments from Dec. 20th, ’66 to Dec. 15, ’67, 4,005 45

Balance on hand, ...... $3,923 34

This fund was the balance remaining with the provost-mar-
shal when he closed his books, and was transferred by a Resolve
of the legislature to the Paymaster-General, to be disbursed for
the benefit of sick and disabled soldiers. There has been, as
shown above, $4,005.45 paid by me with the approval of your
Excellency. All but $BO of this sum has been paid upon the
recommendation of the surgeon-general, who has given to the
examination of applications for relief a great deal of time, and
such thorough investigation that my own duties have been sim-
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ply as custodian of the fund. No better estimate of the amount
of suffering which has been relieved by means of this fund
could possibly be given than the fact that the amount paid has
been upon three hundred and sixty-seven separate applications.

SUSPENSE ACCOUNT.

Ob.
By balance transferred from Paymaster-General, $1,299 46

received, being recovered bounty, . . 275 00

$1,574 46
Dr.

To amount paid in settlement of claim, . . 100 00

Balance, .......$1,474 46

The amount of this account is made up of various sums
recovered from bounties paid to soldiers, who by fraudulent
enlistment or otherwise had forfeited their right to bounty;
and although allowed, paid and charged to the bounty account
these sums were afterward recovered in part or in whole, and
thus held in suspense.

RETURNED ALLOTMENTS.

Or.
By amount received from Paymaster-General, $650 59

allotment returned this year, . 10 00

Total, ....... $660 59

Nothing has been paid from this last during the year. The
amount composing this account is made up of sums of bounty
forwarded to the soldiers’ address by express or mail, and
returned the dead letter office, or by the express
agent, and still remaining uncalled for.

PULL ADVANCE BOUNTIES,

Or.
By amount transferred from Paymaster General, $6,939 61
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Dr.
To payments from Dec. 20th ’66, to Dec. 15th ’67,—
Army bounties, .... 13,025 00
Navy bounties, .... 1,666 68

54,691 68
Balance to the credit of this account, Dec. 15th,

1867, 12,247 83

MONTHLY BOUNTIES.
Or.

By amount transferred from Paymaster-General, $6,389 70
am’nt received upon warrants during the year, 30,000 00

$36,389 70

Dr.
To payments from Dec. 20th, ’66 to Dec. 15th, 67, 29,024 50

Balance on hand, $7,365 20

INTEREST.

Cr.
By amount received upon warrant, . . . $5OO 00

Dr.
To payments from Dec. 20th, ’66, to Dec. 15th, ’67, • 952 24

Showing balance to the debit of this account, . $452 24

being the amount of interest paid upon monthly bounties, in
excess of the amount received on warrant.

Pay rolls finished and filed with the Auditor from Dec. 20th,
1866 to Dec. 15th, 1867,
Monthly bounty, .... $28,167 18
Full army bounty, . . . 2,275 00

530,442 18

Unpaid rolls transferred to me by the Paymaster-General,—
Monthly bounty, ....$13,967 12
Army bounty, .... 136,050 00
Navy bounty, .... 24,916 62

5174,933 74
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Pay rolls received from the Adjutant-General,
from Dec. 20th, 1866, to Dec. 15th, 1867,—
Monthly bounty, .... #26,217 19
Army bounty, .... 1,625 00

127,842 19

Total amount of pay rolls transferredand received
during the year, #202,775 93

PAID.
Monthly, $29,024 50
Army, ......3,025 00
Navy, ......1,666 68

Total bounty payments for the year, $38,716 18

CANCELLED.

Monthly, . . $1,215 33
Army, . . . 110,925 00
Total ain’t during year, 112,140 33
The amount of paid and cancelled

rolls, 2 145,856 51

Taken from’ the amount of rolls transferred and
received, showing the total amount of pay rolls
tiled in this office and remaining unpaid at the
date of this report, to be, .... $56,919 42

During the year all the pay rolls have been carefully exam-
ined by the adjutant-general, and the bounty cancelled in cases
where the evidence of enlistment or service was found to be
incomplete. In some of these cases the missing evidence may
be supplied, and proof being furnished that the soldier is
entitled to his bounty, a new pay roll will have to be made
for the amount, but the fact that all doubtful cases have been
settled by cancellation gives confidence in the correctness of
amounts remaining unpaid.

The number of letters of inquiry and applications received
for bounty is still large. Many of these refer to cases where



71868.] HOUSE—No. 15.

tlie bounty has been paid or the applicant is not entitled to it,
and others to disputed cases where furnishing certain evidence
will secure the payment, all requiring to be carefully examined
and answered by some one having the knowledge gained by
experience'in similar cases.

In addition to the above the principal work of the office has
been that of writing up the records. These books, when com-
pleted, will give the name of every soldier to whom bounty has
been paid, alphabetically arranged by regiment, and giving the
amount of the bounty, when, where and to whom paid, with
reference to the number of the pay roll, and the paymaster who
made the payment; thus giving a complete history of each
bounty payment, so arranged that any new employee of the
State, to whose care theserecords may in the future be assigned,
will be able to obtain readily any desired information. The
arranging and writing these indexes, comprising the names of
forty-two thousand soldiers, and the full history of their bounty
account, amounting in total to about thirteen millions of dollars,
has not proved an easy task. It is a tedious and laborious work,
requiring the greatest care to secure accuracy, as well as famil-
iarity with the papers and handwritings of the several pay-
masters and their assistants. It would be impossible for me to
fix upon a day when these records will be finished, but I hope
by the end of another year to be able to report them as com-
pleted.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

WM. H. PORTER,
Slate Paymaster




