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To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Representatives
of Massachusetts in General Court assembled:

The Memorial of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts
Medical Society respectfully represents,—

That it is stated in the circular of the Directors of the Mas-
sachusetts Infant Asylum, in respect to the poor-house, that
“ in the best of these establishments there can be given, of
course, but little of the special care which this interesting
class ” “ of infants, neglected or abandoned by their parents ”

absolutely require. “In any event, the result, as learned from
exact records, is frightful. Eighty or ninety out of every hun-
dred die before reaching the end of their first year.”

This is a rate of mortality greater than that which in Europe
has caused the interference of governments and examinations of
some of their foundling and lying-in hospitals, and compelled
reform in those institutions.

Your memorialists respectfully request that your honorable
bodies would cause an investigation of this matter, to see if
these reports are true.
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And if these statements are found to be correct, your memor-
ialists would respectfully request and urge the legislature to
take such measures as may be necessary to give the infants, thus
thrown upon the charity of our Commonwealth, such means of
health and life as the present state of science offers and
humanity demands.

D. HUMPHREYS STORER,
EDWARD JARVIS,
ASA MILLET,

Committee of Counsellors of Mass. Medical Society.

Boston, February 5, 1868.

The following Resolutions were adopted by the Counsellors of
ths Medical Society:—

Whereas, It has been stated by high authority in the State
government, the Secretary of the Board of State Charities, that
eighty or ninety per cent, of the foundlings or deserted chil-
dren that are sent to the almshouses die in their first year, and
whereas this is a mortality of infants greater than that which
caused the reformation of some of the foundling and lying-in
hospitals of Europe in the last century and greater than that
which induced the British Parliament nearly a hundred years
ago to order by law that all the parish children of London
should be sent out of the city to be brought up; therefore,

Resolved, That this Board request the legislature to order
the Committee of Charitable Institutions to inquire whether
this statement be correct, and if it be so, to make such arrange-
ments for the management of the State almshouses as will give
the infants born in, or confided to them, as good a chance of
life as modern science offers, and as humanity demands.


