
HOUSE No. 179.

House op Representatives, March 31, 1868.

The Committee on Towns, to whom was committed the
Order offered by Mr. Jackson, of Newburyport, relative to
choosing selectmen, assessors and overseers of the poor, a part
each year, report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

ALANSON CRITTENDEN.

(Commomucaltl) of illassadjusetto.



2 [Mar.CERTAIN TOWN OFFICERS.

Eight.

AN ACT
Concerning the Election of certain Town Officers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. At the election in eighteen hundred and
2 sixty-nine for town officers in the several towns, the
3 selectmen, assessors and overseers of the poor shall
4 each be elected in three classes: the first class for
5 each office shall be elected for one year; the second
6 class for each office for two years ; the third class for
7 each office for three years; and all the officers in every
8 class shall serve till other persons are chosen and
9 qualified in their stead.

1 Sect. 2. Each voter shall indicate on his ballot to
2 which class the person voted for by him belongs,
3 when more than one officer is voted for on the same
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4 ballot for the same office, and also the name of the
5 officer voted for.

1 Sect. 3. The number of selectmen, assessors and
2 overseers of the poor shall be the same as now pro-
-3 vided by law. When the board of selectmen, assessors
4 or overseers of the poor consists of five members, they
5 shall go out of office as follows: one in one year after
6 his election ; two in two years after their election, and
1 two in three years after their election ; when of seven
8 members, two shall go out of office the first year, two
9 the second year, and three the third year; and when a

10 board is divisible by three, one-third shall go out of
11 office yearly.

1 Sect. 4. A town may increase the number of its
2 selectmen, assessors and overseers of the poor to the
3 highest number allowed by law, by electing one or
4 two additional members to each of said boards, as the
5 case may require, annually, till a board is filled with
6 the desired number, and may decrease to the smallest
T number allowed by law by electing one or two mem-
-8 bers less as the case may be, each year, till the num-
-9 ber is reduced to the desired standard.

1 Sect. 5. In case of the death, resignation or other-
-2 wise of any officer, the vacancy caused thereby shall
3 be filled as now provided by law, and such person shall
4 serve for the unexpired term of the officer whose
5 office he is elected to fill.




