
HOUSE... No. 258.

Executive Departmentt, Boston, April 23, 1868.

To the House of Representatives.

I have the honor to inform the House of Representatives, in
which it originated, that the bill entitled An Act to regulate
the sale of intoxicating liquors has to-day become a law of the
Commonwealth by its failure to receive the approval of the
Governor within the limit of time prescribed by the Constitu-
tion.

Having publicly recognized in my annual message the judg-
ment of the people as decisively favoring a change of policy in
regard to the traffic in intoxicating drinks, I have no desire to
thwart their will as expressed through a General Court elected
on this specific issue. lam content that the responsibility for
this legislation should rest where it has been placed by the-
deliberate action of my fellow-citizens; and to remit to them,,
as the tribunal of final resort, for their approval or reversal,
the policy adopted by their immediate representatives.

But I am not content that the withholding my formal assent
to this hill shall be construed as a tacit approval of its provis-
ions, or as indifference to the important principles it involves. I
desire, by this direct method, to place upon record my earnest
conviction that the restrictions it provides are not in accordance
with the measure of regulation demanded by the people of the
Commonwealth.
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1 am not unaware that, by a summary and unconditional
repeal of existing statutes, it imposes a heavy burden upon the
treasury; and that, releasing convicted violators of law in large
numbers from the penalties due to their offences, it makes no
provision to exclude them from the full privileges of the Act;
while a violation of the Act itself not only works a forfeiture
of these privileges, but subjects the offender to fine and im-
prisonment. And further, that it remits to the chances and
vicissitudes of municipal action, at annual meetings, that grave
and momentous authority of legislating for the whole people of
the Commonwealth by their representatives in General Court
assembled, which is our constitutional guaranty for the enact-
ment of laws impartially affecting and restraining all.

While I am not insensible to these and other minor but yet
serious objections, I feel that there is another, which, in the
magnitude of the threatened evil, overshadows all. The fourth
section of the bill throws open public bars and tippling houses
in every quarter of the State. It leads into temptation the
young and the weak; it spreads a snare for the stranger and
the unwary. It replaces thrift with waste ; and the peace of
quiet neighborhoods with boisterous and reckless disorder. It
is destructive to the influences of the family and the fireside;
adverse to good morals; and repugnant to the religious senti-
ment of the community.

To a measure like this, which as a citizen I could not sup-
port, as the Chief Magistrate of the Commonwealth I cannot
affix my signature in approval; and declining to return it with
my objections, for the reasons I have given, I refer it to the
judgment and the conscience of all the people of Massachusetts.

ALEXANDER H. BULLOCK.


