
HOUSE.... No. 2T6.

[Substitute proposed by Mr. Warren, of Waltham, for the Bill concerning
the Lighting of Railway Passenger Cars. (House 274.)]

AN ACT
Relating to the prevention of Railway Accidents.

1 Sect. 1. The mayor and aldermen of cities and the
2 selectmen of towns, shall annually, at different times,
3 in pleasant weather, during the summer months,
4 ascertain the amount of travel over the highway
5 crossings of the railroads that pass through or termi-
-6 nate in their respective cities and towns at which no
7 gate nor agent with a flag is stationed, and if the
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8 travel over any such crossing shall be found to aver-
-9 age fifty vehicles, drawn by horses or cattle, or two

10 hundred foot passengers, between the hours of sun-'
11 rise and sunset, they shall inform the railroad corpo-
-12 ration of the fact of such amount of travel, and there-
-13 upon said corporation shall cause a gate to be erected
14 as soon as possible at the crossing, and shall also
15 station an agent with a flag at the crossing, whose
16 duty it shall be to close the gate and display his flag
17 unfurled at the approach and during the passing of
18 trains; provided, however, if, in the opinion of said
19 mayor and aldermen and selectmen, an agent with a
20 flag will be a sufficient protection against accidents to
21 highway travellers at such crossings, said corporation
22 may station an agent with a flag only, at such cross-
-23 ing, whose duty it shall be to display his flag as afore-
-24 said; and provided, also, if, in the opinion of said
25 mayor and aldermen and selectmen, any crossing, at
26 which the amount of travel, as aforesaid, does not
27 exist, is a dangerous one, and that a gate and agent,
28 or agent only, should be stationed at such crossing,
29 they shall so inform the railroad corporation, who
30 shall thereupon station a gate and agent, or agent
31 only, as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 2. No gate at a railroad crossing shall be
2 closed by means of a wire or machinery, but shall be
3 closed directly by the hands of the agent himself.

1 Sect. 3. Hereafter, where bridges are erected
2 over a railroad, there shall be a space of not less than
3 eighteen feet between the bridge and the rails, and
4 a space of not less than six and a half feet between
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5 the bridge and the top of the highest freight car that
6 shall pass under it.

1 Sect. 4. The stoves used in warming railway
2 passenger cars shall be so constructed and fastened
3 that they will not be thrown from their places and
4 scatter fire about, in case of collision of cars or of
5 their being thrown from the track.

1 Sect. 5. No passenger car on any railroad in this
2 Commonwealth shall hereafter be lighted by naphtha
3 or any illuminating oil made from coal or petroleum,
4 or any illuminating oil made in part of naphtha, or
5 coal, or petroleum, or any other illuminating oil that
6 will ignite at a temperature of less than one hundred
T and ten degrees Fahrenheit, to be ascertained by the
8 application of Tagliabue’s or some other approved
9 instrument.

1 Sect. 6. Any violation of the provisions of this
2 act shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five
3 hundred dollars, nor less than one hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect on the
2 first day of June next.




