
HO USE.... No. 313.

House of Representatives, May 12, 1868.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Bill to amend the charter of the city of Springfield, report that
the Bill ought to pass.

Per order,

EDWARD H. LATHROP.

(Hommomuealt!) of iltassacljusctto.
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tn the Year Oi*e Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Eight.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of Springfield.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The qualified voters of the city of Spring-
-2 field shall, at the annual municipal election next after
3 the passage of this act, be called upon to give in their
4 votes for three able and discreet men, being inhabi-
-5 tants and legal voters in said city, who shall constitute
6 the board of street commissioners of said city; one
7 of whom shall be chosen for the term of one year,
8 one for the term of two years, and one for the term
9 of three years from the first Monday of January next

10 ensuing, and until their successors are chosen and
11 qualified; and at every subsequent annual election,
12 the qualified voters of the city shall choose one per-
-13 son, qualified as aforesaid, to be a member of said
14 board, to serve for the term of three years.
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1 Sect. 2. Said street commissioners shall have all
2 the powers now exercised by the board of aldermen
3 concerning the laying out, altering or discontinuing
4 the streets and ways of said city, and the powers now
5 exercised by said board of aldermen in relation to the
6 abatement of taxes.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever said board of street commis-
-2 sioners shall adjudge that the public safety and con-
-3 venience require that any street, lane or alley in the
4 said city shall be laid out, altered or discontinued,
5 they shall make and record an estimate of the expense
6 thereof; and if such estimate shall exceed the sum of
7 five thousand dollars, or if such estimate, with the
8 estimates of any previous alteration or discontinu-
-9 ance of any part of said street, lane or alley during

10 the municipal year shall exceed the sum of five
11 thousand dollars, the order for such

_

laying out,
12 alteration or discontinuance, together with an estimate
13 of the expense thereof, shall be sent to the city clerk,
14 who shall forthwith lay the same before the board of
15 aldermen, for their concurrence or rejection; and
16 such order shall not take effect or be in force until
17 said board shall concur therein; provided, that if said
18 board shall not act definitely thereon within ten days
19 after the time when the same shall have been laid
20 before them, and cause a certified copy of their pro-
-21 ceedings to be transmitted to said board of street
22 commissioners, the order shall take effect at such
23 time as said commissioners may determine.

1 Sect. 4. Said commissioners shall each receive a
2 salary of not less than three dollars per diem when
3 actually engaged in the duties of said office; which
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4 shall be in full for their services, shall he fixed
5 by the city council, and paid from the treasury of said
6 city.

1 Sect. 5. The city surveyor shall be the clerk of
2 said board of street commissioners ; he shall receive
3 such salary for his services as the city council may
4 determine, which shall be paid from the treasury of
5 said city.

1 Sect. 6. Whenever a vacancy occurs in said
2 board of street commissioners, the same shall be filled
3 by a concurrent vote of the city council; and the
4 person so elected shall hold the office until his suc-
-5 cessor at the next municipal election is chosen and
6 qualified.

1 Sect. 7. The city council shall, upon the passage
2 of this act, elect three persons as commissioners
3 aforesaid, to hold their office and perform said duties
4 until their successors shall be chosen as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its adop-
-2 tion by the city council of said city.


