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(Hommomumlti) of illnsscicljusctte.

House op Representatives, May 13, 1868.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Bill
concerning the Mill-dam Eoad and the roads connected there-
with belonging to the Commonwealth, report the Bill ought to
pass.

Per order,

THOMAS PARSONS,
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AN ACT

Concerning the Mill-dam Road and the Roads connected
therewith belonging to the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as folloivs :—

1 Sect. 1, The city of Boston and the towns of
2 Brookline, Brighton and Watertown, are hereby
3 authorized within one year from the passage of this
4 act, to lay out and accept as highways so much of
5 the Mill-dam Road and the roads and bridges hereto-
-6 fore connected therewith in toll franchise, excepting
7 the road known as the Cross-dam, as lies within the
8 respective limits of the said city and towns; the said
9 road being the same which was conveyed to the said

10 Commonwealth by the Boston and Roxbury Mill Cor-
-11 poration by indenture dated June the ninth, in the
12 year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Eight.
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13 also by indenture dated December thirtieth, in the
14 year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-six.
15 The said highways and the said Watertown Turnpike
16 may be laid out of the same width as they were
IT originally laid out;, and the said towns and city shall
18 not be liable in so doing for any land damages to any
19 owner or abutter on said way or turnpike ; and upon
20 such laying out and acceptance of the same, all tolls
21 thereon shall be discontinued, and the property of
22 the Commonwealth therein, excepting said cross-dam,
23 shall become vested, severally, in the city and towns
24 aforesaid.

1 Sect. 2. Upon such laying out and acceptance of
2 said roads and bridges as aforesaid, the said city and
3 towns shall severally be liable for damages which
4 may be incurred by reason of any defect in the same
5 within their respective limits, in the same manner and
6 to the same extent as cities and towns are now liable
T by law for defects in town ways; and the town of
8 Watertown shall also assume the charge and main-
-9 teuance of that portion of the Watertown Turnpike

10 lying within the territory heretofore ceded to the
11 United States, and shall be liable, in the same manner
12 and to the same extent aforesaid, for any defects
13 therein, except as far as they may be controlled or
14 prevented by the authority of the United States ;

15 and the bridge over Charles River shall be maintained
16 with a sufficient draw therein for the convenient pas-
-17 sage of vessels, and a suitable draw-tender be provided
18 therefor by and at the expense of said towns of
19 Watertown and Brighton.
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1 Sect. 3. Whenever the governor shall be satisfied
2 that the aforesaid roads and bridges have been laid
3 out and accepted as town ways or highways as afore-
-4 said, there shall be paid to the towns of Watertown,
5 Brighton and Brookline, the sum of fifty thousand
6 dollars, to be divided as follows: to the town of Wa-
-7 tertown, twenty thousand dollars, to the town of
8 Brighton, fifteen thousand dollars, to the town of
9 Brookline, fifteen thousand dollars.

10 If the amount of tolls paid into the treasury of the
11 Commonwealth under the provisions of the second
12 section of chapter two hundred and one of the acts of
13 the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one,
14 shall not amount to the sum of fifty thousand dollars
15 at the time said roads and bridges are laid out and
16 accepted by said towns as aforesaid, then the full
17 amount of the tolls so paid into the treasury shall be
18 paid to said towns, in the proportion aforesaid; arid
19 the tolls so received into the treasury from said
20 roads, not exceeding the amount of fifty thousand dol-
-21 lars, are hereby appropriated for the purpose aforesaid,

1 Sect. 4. If the city of Boston shall not lay out
2 and accept the portion of said road within its limits,
3 excepting said cross-dam, within one year from the
4 passage of this act, or within six months after the
5 towns of Watertown, Brighton and Brookline have
6 laid out and accepted the portions within their re-

-7 spective limits, these said roads so lying and being
8 within the limits of the city of Boston, shall be and
9 become a public highway to all intents and purposes

10 whatsoever, and the said city shall be liable therefor
11 in the same manner and to the same extent as if the
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12 same had been laid out and accepted by said city,
13 according to the provisions of the first section of this
14 act.

1 Sect. 5. Nothing in this act contained shall affect
2 the rights or duties of any railroad corporation hav-
-3 ing tracks upon said roads; but the town ways and
4 highways which may be located under the provisions
5 hereof, may cross such railroad tracks at grade,
6 wherever grade crossings now exist thereon.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




