
HOUSE No. 383.

House op Repeesentatives, June 2,1868.

The Committee on Harbors, to whom was referred the Report
of the Harbor Commissioners, the Report and Memorial of the
legislative committee of 1867 on the Commonwealth flats near
South Boston, the Order relative to the improvement of South
Boston flats, the Order relative to the services of both the Har-
bor Commissioners and the legislative committee of 1867 on the
Commonwealth flats, the petition of the city of Boston for the
construction of a temporary Fort Point Channel,
the petition of the city of Boston for an extension of time for
building Eastern Avenue, and the Bill, introduced on leave, to
extend the time for constructing Eastern Avenue in Boston
Harbor, report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

THOMAS PARSONS.
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Iu the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty'
Eight.

AN ACT

In addition to “An Act for the improvement of the Harbor
of Boston and the Commonwealth’s Flats therein.”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority: of
the same . as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The harbor commissioners are hereby
2 authorized to contract in the name of the Common-
-3 wealth with any person or persons, or with the city
4 of Boston, for the filling of any portion of the lands
5 or flats in Boston Harbor which lie northerly of-South
6 Boston and easterly of Fort Point Channel, and within
7 the exterior line laid down on the plan for the occu-
-8 pation of the flats owned by the Commonwealth in
9 Boston Harbor, approved by the legislature in the

10 eighty-first chapter of the resolves of the year eighteen
11 hundred and sixty-six, and for building wharves,
12 docks, sea-walls, basins, streets, bridges or sewers,
13 and for dredging or doing any work upon or in
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14 relation to said flats, and to pay for the same by con-
-15 veyances of any portion of said flats, or the granting
16 of any rights or privileges therein, and for laying out
17 and building streets and sewers to and over said flats
18 or any part thereof, reserving and laying out
19 channels ; and they may authorize any corporations
20 or persons to lay and use railroad tracks over any
21 parts of said flats, for the purpose of transporting
22 materials for filling up the said flats, and of any other
23 work in relation thereto, and shall have full power to
24 determine and settle, by agreement, arbitration or
25 process of law, the relative rights and interests of the
26 Commonwealth and all other parties in and to and
27 over said flats and any parts thereof; and said com-
-28 missioners shall have power to enter into any contracts
29 in regard to the occupation and improvement of said
30 flats which said commissioners think best: provided ,

31 that every conveyance made and the terms thereof,
32 every contract entered into, every authority given for
33 laying railroad tracks and otherwise, every plan for
34 the occupation of said flats, and building docks, sea-
-35 walls, basins, wharves, streets and sewers thereon,
36 adopted by said commissioners, shall be submitted to
37 the governor and council, and shall not be binding on
38 the Commonwealth, and shall not have any force or
39 effect until the same have been approved by the
40 governor and council.

1 Sect. 2. Said commissioners may make any con-
-2 tract which they think judicious, with any of the
3 riparian owners in South Boston, and with the Bos-
-4 ton Wharf Company, for the purchase or exchange
5 of lands or flats, and they shall have full authority
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6 to release, for money or other valuable consideration,
7 upon such terms and conditions as they shall deem
8 tit, and convey by deed, with warranty or otherwise,
9 to be duly executed by them in behalf of the Com-

-10 monwealth, the right, title and interest of the Com-
-11 monwealth in the whole or any part of said lands or
12 flats; but all sales of lands or flats, unless otherwise
13 ordered by the governor and council, shall be by pub-
-14 lie auction, and the manner, terms and conditions of
15 such sales shall be prescribed by the governor and
16 council.

1 Sect. 3. The sea-wall authorized to be erected
2 under chapter three hundred and fifty-four of the
3 acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven
4 may be commenced at any point on Fort Point Chan-
-5 nel considered expedient by the commissioners, and
6 shall be built on the ‘exterior line laid down on the
7 plan designated said act, as subsequently modified, or
8 within said line at a distance not exceeding fifty feet
9 therefrom. Said wall may be constructed with open-

10 ings in the same, filled with sheet pilings or otherwise,
11 between such points as said board shall determine.
12 And said commissioners may erect a suitable temporary
13 bulkhead of wood to retain the dredged material, pre-
-14 vious to the construction of said wall, at such a distance
15 in the rear thereof as will not interfere with the con-
-16 struction of said wall and the docks and wharves
17 connected therewith. And the commissioners may
18 use the unexpended balance of the appropriation
19 made in the act aforesaid for these purposes.

1 Sect. 4. All contracts for filling section one,
2 as shown upon plan number one, dated the twelfth
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3 day of December, in the year eighteen hundred and
4 sixty-seven, annexed to the report of the committee
5 on the Commonwealth flats, near South Boston,
6 appointed under chapter ninety-three of the resolves
7 of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, shall
8 require the whole of that portion of the upper har-
-9 bor of Boston, colored red upon plan number two,

10 annexed to said report, to be dredged, as nearly
11 as practicable, to the depth of twenty-three feet
12 below mean low-water thereon, and the materials
13 thus obtained to be used in filling said section one.
14 And all contracts for filling sections two and three,
15 as shown upon said plan number one, shall require a
16 portion of said upper harbor to be dredged in the
17 same manner and to the same depth as aforesaid, and
18 the materials thus obtained to be used in filling said
19 sections two and three; and the number of cubic
20 yards of material so required to be dredged
21 and used in filling said sections two and three, respec-
-22 tively, shall bear the same proportion to the respec-
-23 tive areas of said sections two and three that the
24 number of cubic yards herein required to be dredged
25 from said locality, colored red, shall bear to
26 the area of said section number one. All said
27 contracts for filling said sections shall require the
28 additional materials therefor to be dredged from the
29 reserve channel, as shown upon said plan number
30 two, and also from such other parts of the harbor or
31 taken from such other sources as said commissioners
32 may deem expedient. And the dredging so done in
33 said upper harbor shall be full compensation for the
34 tide-water displaced by the work authorized under
35 this act; provided, however, if it shall appear from
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36 hydrographical and physical surveys that injury to
37 the harbor has resulted from the work herein author-
38* ized, then such injury shall be repaired, by dredging
39 or otherwise, in such manner and to such an extent
40 as the legislature shall hereafter determine.

1 Sect. 5. All money received from the sale of lands
2 and flats or otherwise, under this act, shall be paid
3 into the treasury of the Commonwealth, and shall be
4 applied to the sinking fund as provided for by section
5 three of chapter one hundred and twenty-two of the
6 acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-five.

1 Sect. 6. The city of Boston is hereby authorized
2 to build and lay out as a public street, Eastern Avenue,
3 with a bridge over Fort Point Channel, having suitable
4 draws, said avenue and bridge to be located and con-
-5 structed at such places and upon such plans and upon
6 such terms and conditions as the harbor commission-
-7 ers may make, the same to be subject to the approval
8 of the governor and council.

1 Sect. 7. All plans and specifications for the
2 improvement of the flats and for work in connection
3 therewith, and all contracts made in carrying out the
4 authority given by this act shall be subject to the
5 approval of the governor and council.

1 Sect. 8. Nothing herein contained shall authorize
2 said commissioners, by any stipulation or contract, to
3 require the payment of any money from the treasury
4 of the Commonwealth except as provided in the third
5 section of this act.
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1 Sect. 9. Chapter ninety-three of the resolves of
2 the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, also seo
3 tions three and five of the three hundred and fifty-
-4 fourth chapter of the acts of the year eighteen hun-
-5 dred and sixty-seven are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect upon its

2 passage.




