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To the Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives

The undersigned Commissioners under chapter 58 of the
Resolves of 1868, “ to make such change as they may think
proper in the arrangement of the seats in the representatives’
hall,” and for which “ a sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars
was thereby appropriated to defray the expense of such altera-
tion as may be ordered,” have attended to the duty committed
to them, and submit a Report of their doings :

They found that two objections had been made to the old
arrangement of seats; one, that the seats were not arranged in
concentric curves as in the old hall, but at right angles with
each other; the other, that the floor was too flat, and the seats
in the rear and on the wings not sufficiently elevated.

It was deemed of primary importance not to disturb the sys-
tem of ventilation arranged by the commissioners] who had
recently made repairs on the State House which had been found
excellent in the representatives’ hall, and they therefore called
upon Mr. J. H. Shedd, the mechanical engineer who had had
charge of the ventilation, for information as to the effect of any
change of floor upon the ventilating apparatus. He assured
us that the changes proposed in the floor would not impair the
ventilation, and the Commissioners, to insure that result, em-
ployed him to superintend the work.

(Eommomocaltl) of ittassadjuoctts.
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It was also an object of great economical importance to use
the old chairs, which had been found very comfortable. Under
the supervision of Mr. Shedd, the chairs were detached from
the old floor and re-arranged in a variety of positions, the ob-
ject being to bring the seats into concentric curves, as far as
practicable, and still save the expense of new seats.

The result of our efforts is the plan upon which the seats
are now arranged.

The floor in the rear and upon the sides of the hall was also
elevated so as to enable each member to have full view of every
other member upon the floor. The old chairs have been so
narrowed in the arms and united together, that there are 238
seats upon the floor besides the seats at the left of the Speaker’s
desk,reserved for the respective chairmen of the committees on
bills on the third reading, and on engrossed bills. The same
system of ventilation has been preserved, and is pronounced by
Mr. Shedd to be equally efficient as before.

The numerous openings made in the floor for the purpose
of ventilation made it necessary to procure a new carpet.

The Speaker’s desk has been slightly elevated and brought
forward so as to give a little more room upon the platform.

The entire expenses are as follows:

H. 0. Read, for labor in Sept. 1868, . . . 172 00
William Nichols, carpenter work, .... 810 05
J. P. Paul & Co., lumber, 403 41
A. S. Haven, hardware, 23 19
Goldthwait, Snow A Knight, carpet, . . . 1,310 00
John A. Hughes A Co., work on chairs, Ac., . . 760 00
J. H. Shedd, architect and engineer, . . . 359 33

Expended in all, $3,737 98

The Commission is happy to report an unexpected balance of
the appropriation of $6,262 02

The Commissioners deem it proper to call the attention of the
legislature to the gas-burners in the hall, which are entirely
unworthy, in their opinion, of the hall, and seriously mar the
general architectural effect. The Commissioners had no author-
ity under the Resolve to change anything but the arrangement
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of seats, but they have caused to be placed temporarily over
the desk of the Speaker and Clerks, three styles of brackets,
two of which certainly better correspond with the proportions
of the hall.

They venture to recommend that the committee on the State
House, or the Sergeant-at-Arms under the direction of that
committee, be empowered to change the brackets in the hall
for one of those exhibited, or some other more suitable burner.

The expense of the exchange would probably not exceed
twenty dollars for each bracket.

HARVEY JEWELL.
N. A. THOMPSON.
JOHN A. HUGHES.
JOHN MORISSEY.




