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To the Honorable , the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled:

The .undersigned, a committee appointed to petition the
legislature for an appropriation in behalf of the Worcester
County Free Institute of Industrial Science, respectfully repre-
sent :

That the Commonwealth has, in times past, made large
grants to various public seminaries of education, especially to
Harvard, Williams, Amherst, and Tufts Colleges, and to the
Museum of Zoology, and has, of late years, munificently
founded and endowed the Agricultural College at Amherst, the
legislature therein obeying the command of the constitution,
that “ it shall be the duty of legislatures and magistrates, in all
future periods of the Commonwealth, to cherish and foster the
interests of literature and the sciences and all seminaries of
them ”;

That it has been the chief function of the four colleges first
above-named, to fit young men for the three learned professions,
so called; and of the last to promote the agricultural interests
of the State by educating its farmers, and by affording the
example of a model farm ;

That the manufacturing and mechanical pursuits of the com-
munity creating, according to official statements, an annual
product of nearly five hundred millions of dollars, paying a
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very large proportion of the State and national taxes, and con-
stituting that department of industry in which the present
supremacy of Massachusetts over other States is especially
manifest, and on which she must depend to preserve her position
in the future, are entitled to equal favor and care ;

That it cannot be expected that the cotton of the South, the
wool of the West, the iron and coal of the Middle States, will
long be brought half way across a continent, to be manufac-
tured here, and the product carried back again to be sold on
the spot from whence the raw materials came, unless the manu-
facturers and mechanics of Massachusetts shall hereafter, as
now, possess superior intelligence and skill to those that can be
found elsewhere;

That the best manufacturers and mechanics are now agreed
that a scientific knowledge of the branches taught in the best
technical schools, especially chemistry, mechanical engineering,
and drawing, is of the highest practical value in the mechanic
arts, and is imperatively needed in the workshops of Massachu-
setts to-day ;

That among the numerous proofs of the importance of this
knowledge, is the well-known fact, that the inferiority of the
British department to those of France and Germany, in the
recent World’s Fair, at Paris, is ascribed, by the best informed
English authorities, to the advance in taste and mechanical
skill effected by the technical schools of the latter countries;

That, impressed with this necessity, one private citizen has
founded, and sundry others have liberally endowed, the Wor-
cester County Free Institute of Industrial Science, for the
instruction of youths in those branches of science which under-
lie the arts and manufactures; having erected suitable build-
ings, amounting in value, with the land on which they stand,
to nearly one hundred thousand dollars, and provided funds
amounting to about one hundred and eighty-seven thousand
dollars, and that said institution is now in operation, having
able and competent teachers, and, as we believe, the confidence
of the public ;

That the gifts above set forth were, in a great measure, the
result of a desire on the part of practical mechanics to provide
for coming generations an education of which they had bitterly
felt the need for themselves ; in many instances journeymen
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uniting with their employers iu contributing according to their
ability;

That although the founder provided that its advantages
should be free to residents of his own county, yet it is in no
sense local or confined in its character, but on the contrary is
open to pupils from all parts of the State, at a rate much less
than that charged by the other seminaries which the State has
aided, and is willing to receive without charge to the extent of
its capacity, pupils whom the State, through the Board of
Education, or in any other way, shall recommend as deserving
and indigent;

But that said endowment is quite inadequate to enable the
institution to accomplish satisfactorily the design of its founda-
tion, the income of the whole fund not being enough to pay the
salaries of such instructors as are needed to carry out the
scheme of instruction, leaving no provision for heating and
lighting the building, for repairs, for the library, for aiding
indigent youths of especial promise, for the large annual expen-
diture incident to a system of instruction in which chemistry
and other physical sciences are included, and for other and
numerous contingencies.

Wherefore, your petitioners pray that you will be pleased to
grant to said institute the sum of fifty thousand dollars, to be
applied to the purposes set forth in its Act of incorporation.

STEPHEN SALISBURY,
President of Trustees of Wor. Co. Free Institute oj Industrial Science.

EMORY WASHBURN,
Chosen on thepart of the Mass. Board of Education.

JAMES B. BLAKE,
Mayor of the City of Worcester, and Member ex officio of the Board of Trustees.

GEORGE F. HOAR.




