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House of Representatives, February 9, 1869

The Joint Special Committee who, by order of the two branches,
were directed to consider the expediency of increasing the
salaries of the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, have
carefully considered the subject and

That they are of the opinion that the best interests of the
Commonwealth, as well as justice to those who now and those
who may hereafter fill these offices, require a material increase
in the salaries of the judges.

The Commonwealth has a right to require the services of the
most learned, able and experienced lawyers, upon that bench
where is finally to be determined all questions involving the
rights of persons and of property of her citizens.

She cannot secure such services, unless she is ready to pay
for them compensation reasonably proportioned to what tho
jndges would receive for a similar amount of labor and talent
exerted at the bar, or in other positions of trust.

The character of the duties to be performed, and the time
they occupy, must prevent the judges from engaging in any

of ittassadjusctts.
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other ‘business, and leaves them very little time to devote to
their private affairs.

n All will agree that the Commonwealth should reasonably
compensate the judges for their services, and clearly they are
entitled to receive salaries sufficient for the support of them-
selves and families in a style befitting the position which they
hold.

The salaries ought not to be so small that the members of the
court, for a respectable and economical support, should be
obliged to rely in part upon their private resources.

It would be a disgrace to the State to have the governor lim-
ited in his selection to those who have private means, and are
willing to accept the position and contribute from those means
to meet their necessary expenses.

The effect of insufficient salaries is to exclude the poor man,
of equal or greater merit, from the office, and confine the selec-
tion to the rich, or to those having no families.

The duties of the court require them to be absent from their
homes the greater part of the year, and their annual travelling
expenses are necessarily large,—probably not less than $l,OOO
each.

From their own knowledge, and the information they have
received, the Committee are of the opinion that the present sal-
aries of the judges of the Supreme Judicial Court are not suffi-
cient for their honorable and economical support; and that those
holding these positions (unless unmarried) would be obliged to
rely, to a considerable extent, upon other resources to meet, the
expenses of living.

It would seem reasonable that the Commonwealth should pay
to men holding these high judicial offices, salaries at least equal
to those paid by private corporations and individuals for the ser-
vices of men in positions demanding no higher order of talent,
and of whom less labor is required, than of the justices of this
court.

It is well known that salaries ranging from $5,000 to $12,000,
in addition to all travelling expenses, are paid by manyrailroad,
banking, insurance and manufacturing corporations, and even
by individuals, for the services of men of the first rank in their
various occupations and professions ; and the incomes of men of
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the profession from which the judges must necessarily be se-
lected, in many cases exceed the highest amounts above named.

In view of these facts; and of the greatly increased cost of liv-
ing, of the necessary expenses of the judges when absent from
home, in the performance of their duties, and of the importance
of offering such compensation as will secure the services of those
best qualified, without reference to their having other means of
support, the Committee are unanimously of the opinion that
12,000 should be added to the present salaries of the justices of
the Supreme Judicial Court, and they report the accompanying
bill. '

For the Committee,

THEO. 0. HURD.
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House op Representatives, February 10, 1869.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Bill
in relation to the salaries of the justices of the Supreme Judi-
cial Court, report the same ought to pass.

MOSES KIMBALL, Chairman

Commomoealtl) of iilaosadjusetls.
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Nine.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same as follows :—

1 Sect. 1 The chief justice of the supreme judicial
2 court shall receive an annual salary of seven thou-
-3 sand five hundred dollars. Each of the associate
4 justices of said court shall receive an annual salary
5 of seven thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 2. The treasurer and receiver-general is
2 directed to pay the foregoing salaries from the first
3 day of January in the year eighteen hundred and
4 sixty-nine.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-

AN ACT
In relation to the Salaries of the Justices of the Supreme

Judicial Court.

Commcmromltl) of iftassaityusetta.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




