
HOUSE No. 72.

House op Representatives, February 18, 1869.

The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the petition
of H. E. Felch and others, of Acton and Boxborough, for the
formation of a new town including the whole territory of the
town of Boxborough, and that part of Acton called West
Acton, and the several petitions in aid and remonstrances
against the same, have viewed the premises and heard the
parties at length, and report the following facts :

(Eommcmiomltl) of .Massachusetts.

The present population of Acton is about sixteen hundred.
Her valuation is about $750,000, and her whole territory
embraces about twelve thousand seven hundred ninety-five
acres.

, Boxborough has a population of about three hundred and
fifty. Her valuation is about $250,000, and her territory
embraces about six thousand four hundred acres.

The rate of taxation in Acton averages less than one per
cent.; that of Boxborough is about one and one-half per cent.

Acton is a town well known, enterprising, prosperous, and
animated with a large degree of public spirit. It has three
principal villages, to wit: Acton Centre, South Acton and
West Acton, the last two on the line of the Fitchburg Railroad.
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Boxborough is a very small town, without any village proper,
or any store or place of business within its limits.

It is exclusively a farming town, with productive and well
located farms. The town is beautiful and healthy in its loca-
tion, with good roads, school-houses conveniently located, a
town hall and two meeting-houses.

The petitioners pray that a new town may be formed,
embracing the whole of the present limits of Boxborough and
the village of West Acton and vicinity, including about one-
sixth of the territory and one-fourth of the population and
valuation of Acton.

There are about one hundred and forty or fifty petitioners,
and three hundred and thirteen remonstrants ; but in the terri-
tory designed for the new town, the petitioners outnumber the
remonstrants in the proportion of three or four to one. In the
remaining territory of Acton the residents are unanimously
opposed to the project.

The petitioners from Boxborough maintain that their town is
too small, is unknown ; that they have no railroad station in
town ; that there is no trade or business there, and that a large
share of their produce is sold in West Acton, where, also, most
of their purchases are made. In other words, that their trade
promotes the growth of West Acton, and that therefore they
ought to be embraced in one township, and receive an equiva-
lent for this advantage in the taxation of the property which
they contributed to enhance.

The petitioners from West Acton claim that the formation of
a new town, with their village as the location for the town hall
and public business, will enhance the value of property, and
give new life and impetus to the business and prosperity of
their village.

There is no complaint or claim on the part of any of the
petitioners from either town, that they have suffered any incon-
venience on account of the distance they are compelled to travel
to do their legitimate town business or their voting; that a change
would materially alter or increase their school accommodations
or give them better roads, or make the care of their roads of
less cost, or give them any better facilities for religious worship.
No complaint is made that there are any serious controversies
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in either town in conducting their town affairs ; that any diffi-
culty lias arisen by an unequal distribution of public money or
of town offices. No village has grown up on the limits of the
two towns, with intermingled social, school, fire department or
other interests naturally in unison but kept asunder by town
lines.

The remonstrants in Boxborough and West Acton, though
comparatively few, are apparently men of equally wide exper-
ience and sound judgment as the petitioners, and they urge
their views with equal zeal. They insist that the evils com-
plained of are incidental to a farming community, and that the
advantages claimed for the new town are purely speculative
and imaginary ; that the new town will require new buildings,
which are unnecessary, and that taxes will thereby be increased.
The remonstrants from Acton object to a division on various
grounds. They claim that the town is now none too large ;

that the location of the various villages causes an equal distri-
bution of influence, preventing any public action injurious or
unjust to any part of the town ; that they have erected a large
and commodious town hall, and have ample accommodations
for the whole territory ; that by reducing the number of fami-
lies, a division will postpone for many years the time when by
law a high school must be established ; that they have built
and repaired roads with special reference to the railroad station
that will be cut off; that by reducing their limits and popula-
tion the enterprise by which the town has barely held its own
in the past will be discouraged ; that property will be less
salable and depreciate ; and that their town will be set back a

quarter of a century. They claim that if division commences
it will be likely to extend, and that South Acton will then seek
to obtain alliance with Assabet, a thriving manufacturing village
less than two miles distant. More than all, they claim that they
have a historical name and fame which they warmly cherish ;

that the Commonwealth has recognized this claim by a special
and extraordinary grant of money to erect a monument in
honor of three of her sons who fell in the first armed resistance
to British oppression, and that this division would separate the
birthplace of all these heroes from the monument thus erected
over their honored remains.
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The Committee are of opinion that serious changes in town
lines, and new towns, should be made cautiously, and only for
sound reasons.

Town organizations and governments are, in a sense, pecu-
liar to New England. They are maintained for the purpose of
conducting with ease and economy the management of home
education, the construction and repair ofroads, the support of
paupers, the collection of taxes, and various other purposes.
They require a variety of officers, buildings, and expenditures,
forming a separate and peculiar branch of our republican gov-
ernment. It is believed by the Committee that the policy of
the Commonwealth should b'e not to reduce towns of conve-
nient size, nor to create small towns except for most sustantial
cause. Any other policy would seem unnecessarily to multiply
offices, organizations and expenses.

It seems to the Committee that if the prayer of the petition
is granted, both towns will be too small. The new town would
by no means be sure of success. It has no water power and
no manufacturing interest well established. West Acton has
shown no remarkable growth, and is no more likely to be a
business centre than hundreds of other like villages within the
limits of other towns in the State.

Another objection is found in the necessity of having the
centre of town business on the extreme easterly verge of the
new town, and some four miles distant from the remote limits of
the proposed town. It is believed that the controlling influ-
ence of a village so remote and but lately brought within their
limits would tend to produce dissatisfaction in the farming
secfiou and destroy the harmony that now exists.

The town of Acton would be marred in shape, and would be
quite too narrow for its length, and neither town would be
well shaped.

Upon all the facts the Committee, with all but entire unan-
imity, are of opinion that the petitioners have not maintained
that the public good requires the formation of a new town
pursuant to their prayer.

It is true that Boxborough is too small; but rather than
cripple Acton in her enterprise or encroach upon her historic
limits for the benefit of that town, as her inhabitants have no
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desire to retain their name and distinct organization, it will be
an easy task to so apportion her territory to other towns as to
benefit all and injure none ; but with this matter the Commit-
tee are not asked and do not desire to interfere.

The Committee report that the petitioners have leave to
withdraw.

Per order,
T. G. KENT.




