
HOUSE... .No. 290.

House of Representatives, April 20, 1869.

The Committee on Education, to whom was recommitted
the Resolves in relation to the republication of the “Report on
the Invertebrate Animals of Massachusetts,” report as follows :

They have gone beyond the matter originally referred to
them, which was only to consider the propriety of publishing
eight hundred copies of the said report, in addition to the
twelve hundred copies already provided for.

The work has been done under the direction of Mr. W. G.
Binney, who was appointed Commissioner for that purpose by
the Governor and Council.

The plates have been made, the impressions taken and colored
for the twelve hundred copies. The wood cuts, some eight
hundred in number, have all been finished. The manuscript
has been completed, and more than one-half of it has been
stereotyped and printed. We may now rest assured that the
Report will be ready for delivery in the course of a few months.

The cost of the twelve hundred copies will
amount to about $15,000 00

Bills have already been paid amounting to . . 8,196 00
There are sundry bills unpaid, amounting, as re-

ported by Mr. Binney, with the understanding
that there may be some slight variations, to . 1,621 00

The cost of paper, printing and binding, will be . 5,019 00
Leaving the amount yet to be raised and paid,

. 6,670 00

tfommomxjcdtl) of ittassacljusctts.
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We find the cost largely above the original estimate. This is
owing to the great rise in the price of labor, especially the
kind required in this work; to the re-engraving of the lost
copper plates; to important additions made through the kind-
ness of Professor Agassiz, and to many difficulties unforeseen
in the preparation of such a work. The amount paid to the
Commissioner for his services is comparatively small. The
drawings of the plates, costing, at least $l,OOO, was a gratui-
tous contribution by Dr. Gould, Prof. Agassiz, and others.

While no expense has been spared that the work might have
the highest merit, it is believed that no money has been wasted
or misused.

The Committee have ascertained that the cost of the proposed
eight hundred additional copies would be as follows :

For paper, press-work and binding, . . . $1,875 20
For the plates, (colored,) if ordered soon, . . 2,400 00

Total, .......$4,275 20

They find that twelve hundred copies will hardly supply the
appropriations already voted, and that consequently, without a
further issue, there will be none for the numerous societies and
individuals, in this and other countries, who are anxiously wait-
ing for the publication of the Report. It is, in their estima-
tion, a work of great merit and interest, and great will be the
disappointment if it cannot be obtained.

There are said to be more than four hundred Societies of
Natural History, in foreign countries, to which this work ought
to be furnished and from which valuable publications would be
returned.

The same kind of exchange ought to be made with many
societies and individuals in this country.

The Committee recommend the passage of the accompanying
Resolves, being a new draft.

Per order,

DEXTER S. KING.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Nine

RESOLVES

In relation to the Republication of the Report on the Inverte-
brate Animals of Massachusetts.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the treasury
of the Commonwealth, and the same is hereby appropriated, an
amount not exceeding seven thousand dollars, in addition to
the sums appropriated by chapter thirty-two of the resolves of
the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and chapter nine of
the resolves of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, for
the purpose of completing the republication of the Report on
the Invertebrate Animals of Massachusetts, authorized by said
resolves.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the treasury
of Commonwealth, and the same is hereby appropriated, an
amount not exceeding forty-three hundred dollars, for printing
eight hundred copies of the said report, in addition to the
number authorized by the resolves afoz’esaid.

Resolved, That four hundred copies be given to the Boston
Society of Natural History, to be distributed to foreign public
institutions of a similar nature, by direction of its council and
in behalf of the state; that one hundred copies be given to
Mr. Binney, the present editor, to be distributed among con-
chologists in this and foreign countries in behalf of the state,and that the remainder of the edition he placed in possession of
the trustees of the state library, to be disposed of under their
direction.
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