
HOUSE .... No. 330.

House of Representatives, April 26, 1869.

The Joint Special Committee, consisting of the Committees on
the Judiciary on the part of both the Senate and the House, to
whom was referred the Order relative to equalizing the sala-
ries of the justices and clerks of the Municipal and Police
Courts of the Commonwealth ; and also the petitions of sev-
eral of said justices and clerks for increase of their salaries,
have attended to that duty, and

Thqt after much consideration, and giving an extended hear-
ing to parties interested, your Committee have come to the
opinion that the salaries now paid to most of the justices and
clerks of police courts are very inadequate to the duties which
they perform and the time which they necessarily employ in
conducting the business of their courts; that as these courts
are, or should be, in session daily, the justices, by reason of the
time spent in determining causes, and also of their relations to
the community, are debarred almost entirely from practising or
advising as attorneys; and the clerks can find but little or no
employment out of their courts, during the broken intervals
when they are not there employed.
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The Committee find, also, that the salaries in different dis-
tricts, comparing with each other those about the same in extent
and population, and doing nearly the same amount of business,
are widely different, which fact is no doubt owing to their being
fixed at the different periods when the courts were established.

The Committee are satisfied that the salaries of the justices
and clerks of the municipal courts, (with the exception of those
of Taunton and of the Southern District of Boston,) should
not at present be interfered with, these courts having been
lately established, with fair salaries. The Municipal Court
of Taunton was established with a meagre salary to its justice
and clerk, and that of the Southern District of Boston is the
old Roxbury Police Court, changed by the Act annexing
Roxbury to Boston, but no provision was made in that Act for
any increase of salary.

The Committee, for the better understanding of their Report,
have prepared a table (marked “ A,” and which is a part of this
Report,) exhibiting the average number of criminal cases com-
menced in the courts upon which they report, with present
salaries and the increase proposed to each, and they have sepa-
rated them into three classes. The Committee propose to give
to the justices and clerks of the respective courts coming within
any one of these classes, equal salaries.

It will be noticed that the courts of the first two of these
classes have clerks with a salary. Those of the last have no
clerks; but the justices are allowed by law to employ and pay
clerks out of their own salary. For this reason the Committee
believe that the justices of this class should receive higher
salaries than those of the second class, who have clerks with
salaries. The Committee therefore submit the accompanying
Bill.

Per order,

CHAS. J. McINTIRE.
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Table exhibiting the Average Number of Criminal Cases com-
menced in Police and Municipal Courts, with Salaries of Justices
and Clerks.

COURTS. Av’agc
No.
of

casesIn
the

year1868. Av’agc
No.
of

casesin
1866,

1867,
1868.

|

Present Salaries. Proposed Salaries.

Justice. Clerk. Justice. Clerk.

11l | |First Class.
Lawrence, . . ! 1,241 | 1,160 |#1,500 00 } $BOO 00 ||l,Boo 00 #l,OOO 00

Cambridge, . . 1,233 1,104 1,500 00 800 00 1,800 00 1,000 00

Salem, . . . 1,120 1,098 1,500 00 i 900 00 1,800 00 1,000 00

Roxbury,* . . 1,378 1,030 1,500 00 I 500 00 1,800 00 1,000 00

Second Class, j
Fall River, . - j 906 789 i 1,200 00 | 600 00 11,200 00 | 800 00
Charlestown, . 924 j 708 1,200 00 : 500 00 | 1,200 00 I 800 00
Lynn, . . . j 734 578 1,000 00 | 600 00 1,200 00 j 800 00
Taunton,f . . 454 506 1,000 00 1 600 00 1,200 00 1 800 00

Third Class. !

Milford, . . j 446 j 379 1 1,000 00 jNo clerk. ! 1,600 00 j Noclerk.
Gloucester, •. .1 412 j 348 j 800 00 “ j 1,600 00 ( “

Chelsea, . . , 233 | 275 1,300 00 “ 1,600 00 “

Chicopee, '.
. 290 269 900 00 “ 1,600 00 “

Pittsfield, . . J 272 j 240 j 800 00 “ J 1,600 00 | “

* NowMunicipal Court, Southern District of Boston. | Municipal Court.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Nine.

AN ACT
In relation to the Salaries of Justices and Clerks of

Municipal and Police Courts.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The justices and clerks of municipal
2 courts in the following districts shall receive from
3 the treasury of the Commonwealth annual salaries as
4 follows:
5 Southern district of Boston: the justice eighteen
6 hundred dollars ; the clerk one thousand dollars.
7 Taunton; the justice twelve hundred dollars; the
8 clerk eight hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 2. The justices and clerks of police courts in
2 the following districts shall receive from the treasury
3 of the Commomvealth annual salaries as follows :
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4 Cambridge: the justice eighteen hundred dollars;
5 the clerk one thousand dollars.
6 Chelsea: the justice sixteen hundred dollars.
7 Chicopee: the justice sixteen hundred dollars.
8 Fall Elver: the justice twelve hundred dollars;
9 the clerk eight hundred dollars.

10 Gloucester: the justice sixteen hundred dollars.
11 Lawrence: the justice eighteen hundred dollars;
12 the clerk one thousand dollars.
13 Lynn: the justice twelve hundred dollars; the
14 clerk eight hundred dollars.
15 Milford: the justice sixteen hundred dollars.
16 Pittsfield: the justice sixteen hundred dollars.
17 Salem: the justice eighteen hundred dollars; the
18 clerk one thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 3. The treasurer and receiver-general is
2 directed to pay said salaries from the first day of
3 January, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine.




