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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled.

The Memorial of David Pulsifer respectfully represents;
That by an Act of the general court, passed in the year 1778,
“ all the goods, chattels, rights and credits, lands, tenements
and hereditaments, of every kind of which ” Thomas Hutchin-
son, Esq., and other persons named in said Act, “ were seized
or possessed, or were entitled to possess, hold, enjoy or demand,
in their own right, or which any other person stood or doth
stand seized or possessed of, or are or were entitled to have or
demand to and for their use, benefit and behoof, shall escheat,
enure and accrue to the sole use and benefit of the government
and people of this State, and are accordingly hereby declared
so to escheat, enure and accrue, and the said government and
people shall be taken, deemed and adjudged, and are accord-
ingly hereby declared to be in the real and actual possession of
all such goods, chattels, rights and credits, lauds, tenements
and hereditaments, without further enquiry, adjudication or
determination hereafter to be had ; anything in theAct entitled
‘An Act for confiscating the estates of certain persons commonly
called absentees,’ or any other law, usage or custom to the con-
trary notwithstanding ;

” a copy of which is hereunto annexed,
marked [A.]

And your memorialist further represents, that previous to the
passage of said Act, to wit, in the year 1765, books and papers,
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public and private, saved on the evening of August 26th of that
year, when the house of Governor Hutchinson was sacked by a
mob, were received into the house of Rev. Andrew Eliot, D.D.,
and were in the possession of Dr. Eliot at the time of the
passage of said Act.

In the year 1775, letters, letter-books and papers belonging
to Governor Hutchinson, discovered in his house in Milton, were
placed in the custody of Hon. Samuel Dexter, of Dedham, and
were retained by him until the year 1783, when, by the general
court, it was “ Resolved

,
That the said SamT Dexter, Dr. Wil-

liam Gordon, and all others who are possessed of any of the
said letters of the said Thomas Hutchinson, Esq’r., be and they
hereby are required to return the same into the secretary’s
office without delay,” and they were accordingly returned ; but
the books and papers in the possession of Dr. Eliot appear to
have been transferred by his son, the Rev. John Eliot, D.D., to
the Massachusetts Historical Society, of which he was a mem-
ber ; and in the year 1820, Hon. Alden Bradford, a member of
the Historical Society, then Secretary of the Commonwealth,
sent to the same society a large collection of documents, public
and private, “ selected,” as he says, “ from the files left by Gov.
Hutchinson.” In January, 1846, Hon. John G. Palfrey, then
Secretary of the Commonwealth, and a member of the Histor-
ical Society, in a letter to the president and fellows of said
society, says : “In the course of some recent proceedings for
the completion and arrangement of the ancient papers in this
office, my attention has been drawn to three volumes, called
the ‘ Hutchinson Papers,’ now in the library of the Historical
Society. I suppose these papers to have come into our library
by mistake, and to be the property of the Commonwealth; ”

and requested that an examination might be made, and the
society to “ take measures for restoring the volumes in question
to the custody of this office.” Receiving no reply, he repeated
his request in January, 1847, and again in July of the same
year, with no better success, copies of which letters were printed
in Senate Document, No. 279, of 1867, hereto annexed.

In 1859, your memorialist, having been appointed by the Sec-
retary of the Commonwealth, under a Resolve of the general
court, to superintend the printing of the Plymouth Colony
Records, requested of the Historical Society the privilege of
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using these volumes in the secretary’s office, and received from
the president of the society the following reply :

“Pembeetok Square, 28 April, 1859.
“ Deae Sie,—Our rules are peremptory and unchangeable about

taking out our MSS. volumes.
“But the society granted leave for you to obtain anything which

you might desire, in the way prescribed by our rules and under
the direction of the standing committee.

“Gov. Washburn, Mr. Charles Deane or Dr. Robbins will give
you more particular information, on your applying to them, or either
of them.

“ Yours resp’y,
“Robt. C. Wtxtiirop.

“Mr. Pttlsieee.”

The effect of which was to deprive your memorialist of their
use, which would have been of great benefit while printing the
the Acts of the Commissioners of the United Colonies of New
England, as they contain original minutes of the commissioners,
and other documents and papers belonging to the files of the
general court.

By Resolve, chapter 85 of 1867, the governor was requested
to take measures to ascertain whether any books, manuscripts
or other documents in possession of the Massachusetts Histor-
ical Society are the property of the Commonwealth, and to
procure the restoration of the same to the library of the Com-
monwealth. The action of the governor in the matter, and the
answer of the society, appear in House Document of 1868, No.
150. Upon a message of the governor, at the last session of
the general court, the subject was again referred to the gov-
ernor ; but as nothing further appears to have been done, your
memorialist respectfully asks that such proceedings may be had
in the premises that the books, manuscripts and other documents
belonging to the Commonwealth may be restored ; and for the
further information of the legislature, he presents herewith the
annexed copies of orders, reports, <fec., relating to the subject-
matter of this Memorial, and respectfully requests that they
may be referred to as part of the same-

DAVID PULSIFER.
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[A.]
Acts and Laws passed by the Great and General Court or Assembly of the Massachu-

setts Bay, in New England, begun and holden at Boston, in the county of Suffolk, on
Wednesday, the twenty-seventh day of May, Anno Domini 1778; and from thence
continued by adjournments to Wednesday, the seventh day of April following and then
met.

[Chap. IX.]
An Act to confiscate the estates of certain notorious conspirators against the government

and liberties of the inhabitants of the late province, now State, of Massachusetts Bay.
Whereas, The several persons herein mentioned have wickedly

conspired to overthrow and destroy the constitution of govern-
ment of the late province of Massachusetts Bay, as established by
the charter agreed upon, by and between their late majesties Wil-
liam and Mary, late king and queen of England, &c., and the inhab-
itants of said province, now State, of Massachusetts Bay; and also
to reduce the said inhabitants under the absolute power and domina-
tion of the present king, and of the Parliament of Great Britain;
and as far as in them lay have aided and assisted the same king and
parliament in their endeavors to establish a despotic government
over the said inhabitants.

Be it enacted by the Council and Souse of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

That Francis Bernard, baronet, Thomas Hutchinson, Esq., late
governors of the late province, now State of Massachusetts Bay,
Thomas Oliver, Esq., late lieutenant-governor, Harrison Gray, Esq.,
late treasurer, Thomas Flucker, Esq., late secretary, Peter Oliver,
Esq., late chief-justice, Foster Hutchinson, John Erving, Jr., George
Erving, William Pepperell, baronet, James Boutineau, Joshua Bor-
ing, Nathaniel Hatch, William Browne, Richard Lechmere, Josiah
Edson, Nathaniel Rea Thomas, Timothy Ruggles, John Murray,
Abijah Willard, and Daniel Leonard, Esqs., late mandamus coun-
sellors of said late province, William Burch, Henry Hulton, Charles
Paxton, and Benjamin Hallowell, Esqs., late commissioners of the
customs, Robert Auohmuty, Esq., late judge of the vice-admiralty
court, Jonathan Sew all, Esq., late attorney-general, Samuel Quincy,
Esq., late solicitor-general, Samuel Fitch, Esq., solicitor or counsel-
lor at law to the board of commissioners, have justly incurred the
forfeiture of all their property, rights and liberties, holden under
and derived from the government and laws of this State ; and that
each and every of the persons aforenamed and described shall be
held, taken, deemed and adjudged to have renounced and lost all
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civil and political relation to this and the other United States of
America, and be considered as aliens.

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid.
That all the goods and chattels, rights and credits, lands, tene-

ments and hereditaments, ofevery land of which any of the persons
herein beforenamed and described were seized or possessed, or were
entitled to possess, hold, enjoy or demand, in their own right, or
which any other person stood or doth stand seized or possessed of,
or are or were entitled to have or demand to and for their use, ben-
efit and behoof, shall escheat, annure and accrue to the sole use and
benefit of the government and people of this State, and are accord-
ingly hereby declared so to escheat, enure and accrue, and the said
government and people shall be taken, deemed and adjudged, and
are accordingly hereby declared to be in the real and actual posses-
sion of all such goods and chattels, rights and credits, lands, tene-
ments and hereditaments, without further enquiry, adjudication, or
determination hereafter to be had, anything in the act entitled “An
Act for confiscating the estates of certain persons commonly called
absentees,” or any other law, usage, or custom to the contrary not-
withstanding : provided., always, that the escheat shall not be con-
strued to extend to, or operate upon any goods, chattels, rights,
credits, lands, tenements, or hereditaments, of which the persons
aforenamed and described, or some other in their right, and to their
use, have not been seized or possessed, or entitled to be seized or
possessed or to have, or demand as aforesaid since the nineteenth
day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred
and seventy-five.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid.
That all debts justly due from any of the persons aforenamed

and described to any subject of the United States of America, be-
fore the said nineteenth day of April, A. D. one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-five, shall be payable out of their respective
estates.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That where the wife or widow of any of the persons aforenamed

and described shall have remained within the jurisdiction of any of
the said United States, and in parts under the actual authority
thereof, she shall be entitled to the improvement and income of
one-third part of her husband’s real and personal estate, after pay-
ment of debts, during her life and continuance within the said
United States; and her dower therein shall be set off to her by the
judges of probate of wills, in like manner as it might have been if
her husband had died intestate and a liege subject of this State.
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And he it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid,
That if any person whose estate is by this act adjudged to have

escheated as aforesaid, shall not have any wife or widow entitled to
any part thereof by virtue of this act, shall have any relations (col-
lateral kindred excepted,) who may not be of sufficient ability to
support themselves without some allowance out of the estate of
such person to whom they stand related as aforesaid, that the judge
of probate of wills, who shall have the right of appointing agents
for such estate, be, and he hereby is authorized and directed to fix
a competent allowance from time to time, for the comfortable sup-
port of all such relations, having respect to the value of such estate.

[Extracts from the printed copy of the “ Journals of the Provincial Congress of Massa-
chusetts,” published agreeably to a Resolve passed March 10, 1837.]

[Monday,] May 15, 1775, A. M.
Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Col. Field and Mr. Bullen be a com-

mittee to examine the letters of Governor Hutchinson,* lately dis-
covered, and report to this Congress such letters and extracts as
they think it will be proper to publish.

[Tuesday,] May 16, 1775, Afternoon.

Ordered, That Mr. Freeman and Doct. Holten be added to the
committee appointed to examine Hutchinson’s letters.

* The following account of the discovery of the letter-books of Governor Hutchinson,
containing his correspondence with the ministry and with private individuals, is copied
from “ Gordon’s History of the American Revolution,” vol. 1., p. 356:
“ When he [Governor Hutchinson,] quitted the province, all his furniture was left be-

hind at his seat in Milton. After the Lexington engagement, the committee of the town
removed it, in order to save it from being totally ruined. Mr. Samuel Henshaw, desirous
of seeing how the house looked when stript of all the furniture, repaired thither with the
gentleman who had the key. He went, at length, up into a dark garret, where he dis-
coveredan old trunk, which he was told was left behind, as it contained nothing but a
parcel of useless papers. Curiosity led him to examine them, when he soon discovered a

letter-book of Mr. Hutchinson’s, which he secured, and then posted away to Doct. War-
ren, to whom he related what had happened; on which an order was soon sent to Gen.
Thomas, at Roxbury, to possess himself of the trunk. It was brought to his quarters,
and there, through the imprudent exultations of some about the general, the contents
were too often exposed to persons resorting thither, and some single letters conveyed
away; one [was suppressed] for the public good, it being thought that if the same was
generally known it might be of disservice in the present moment, as it had not a favorable
aspect upon the staunch patriotism of Mr. Hancock. The letter-books and other papers
were afterwards taken proper care of.”

These interesting manuscripts were deposited and are still retained in the archives of the
State.
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Monday, May 22, 1775.
[Whereas, a number of men, some of whom have, in times past,

by the good people of this province, been raised to the highest
places of honor and trust, have become inimical to this colony;
and merely on principles of avarice have, in conjunction with the
late Governor Hutchinson, been trying to reduce all America to
the most abject state of slavery; and as well to avoid the just
indignation of the people, as to pursue their diabolical plans, have
fled to Boston, and other places, for refuge:]

[Therefore, Resolved, That those persons, among whom are the
mandamus counsellors, are guilty of such atrocious and unnatural
crimes against their country, that every friend to mankind ought to
forsake and detest them, until they shall give evidence of a sincere
repentance, by actions worthy of men and Christians ; and that no
person within this colony shall take any deed, lease, or conveyance
whatever, of the lands, houses, or estates of such persons. And it
is hereby recommended to the committee of inspection, in every
town in this colony, to see this resolve fully enforced, unless in such
cases as the Congress shall otherwise direct.]

Wednesday, June 7, 1775,Afternoon.
Ordered, That Mr. Orne and Mr. Yose be of the committee ap-

pointed to collect the letters of the late Governor Hutchinson, in
the room of Doct. Perkins and Mr. Ellis, ■who are absent.

Tuesday, July 4, 1775.
A resolve of the committee relative to the goods of Thomas

Hutchinson, Esq., and others, hid in and about Milton, was read,
and committed to Major Bliss, Col. Grout and Mr. Crane.

Committee of Safety.

April 29, 1775.
Upon a motion made,—
Voted, That orders be given to General Thomas for seizing Gov-

ernor Hutchinson’s papers.

May 1, 1775,

Voted, That General Thomas be and he hereby is directed and
empowered to stop the trunks mentioned to be in Col. Taylor’s
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hands, until this committee send some proper persons to examine
their contents.*

Mat 29, 1775.
It being expected that the present congress will be dissolved this

night, and hearing that one volume of copies of Mr. Hutchinson’s
letters are in the hands of Capt. McLane, at the upper paper mills
in Milton, which volume may be of use to this colony, if in the
hands of the Provincial Congress; therefore

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Gorden, of Roxbury, be desired and
empowered to receive from said Capt. McLane all such copies as
are in his hands, or in any other hands, and to be accountable to the
present or some future congress for the same.

[Records of the Committee of Safety, p. 85.]
Whereas, Mr. Edmund Quincy, of Stotingham, has represented

to this committee that sundry household goods and other effects,
now or late the property of Thomas Hutchinson, Esq., and other
persons publickly known to be also enemies to the rights and liber-
ties of America, are hid in several places in and near Milton, which
property will probably be lost or wasted, unless proper care is taken
of the same for such persons as may hereafter justly claim the
same; therefore

Resolved, That said Quincy be and hereby is impowered to re-
ceive and convey to this committee, at Cambridge, all such goods
and effects as aforesaid, for the use of such person or persons as the
honorable congress or some future congress or house of representa-
tives ofthis colony may order; he also producing to this committee,
the congress or house of representatives an account of all the arti-
cles he may so receive, the names of the persons from whom he
may receive the same, and an account of the charges that may arise

* The following is a letter from General Thomas, dated May 2,1775;—
“ Gentlemen:—ln consequence of directions from the Committee of Safety, I sent an

officer, on whom I could depend, to the house of Governor Hutchinson, who brought off
all the papers he could find in that house; but I was informed that Colonel Taylor, of
Milton, had lately taken several trunksout of the governor’s house, not many days ago,
in order to secure them from being plundered. I immediately sent another messenger to
Col. Taylor for all the papers that belonged to Governor Hutchinson which he had in his
possession. He sent me for answer, he did not know of any papers that belong to said
Hutchinson; but just now comes to inform me that there are several trunks in his house,
which he took as aforesaid, which he expects will be sent for very soon. I suspect there
may be papers in said trunks, and if it is thought proper, two or three judicious persons
be sent to break open and search for papers, he will give them his assistance. This, gen-
tlemen, is submitted to the consideration of the honorable committee.

“ I have, gentlemen, the honor to subscribe myself,
“ Your most obedient humble servant,

“John Thomas.
“ Roxbury Camp, May 2, A. D. 1775.”
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from such salvage and removal. And he also is hereby empowered
to press, if necessary, such teams as may be needed for removing
such eifects. Also,

Resolved, That this be immediately transmitted by the hands of
said Quincy to the honorable congress, now sitting at Watertown,
for their approbation or disapprobation.

[Mass. Archives, V«l. 208, p 227 ]

In the House of Repeesentatxves, 23d March, 1776.
Whereas, The mandamus counsellors, commissioners of the cus-

tom and others, the open and avowed enemys to the rights of their
country and the cause of liberty, have been compelled, by the terror
of the American arms and the apprehension of the resentment of a
justly incensed people, to depart the town of Boston, at any timo
since 19th April, 1775, and before 20 March instant, abandoning
not only their houses and real estates, but also, in their hasty and
precipitate flight, their personal and other moveable effects to a very
considerable value,—

Resolved, That Mr. Brown, Mr. Sp’k’r Cooper, Deac’n Rawson,
Mr. Pitts and Col’n Sartel be a committee to repair to the town of
Boston, and there take or cause to be taken just and true accounts
of said houses and real estates, personal and other moveable effects,
the property of the before mentioned mandamus counsellors and
others, to commit the charge and care of said estates and effects to
such suitable persons as they may judge proper, and to make report
of their proceedings herein as soon as may be, that this court may
take such farther order thereon as may be necessary and fitting.

Sent up for concurrence.
William Cooper, Sp'r pro tem'e.

In Council, March 25th, 1776.
Read and concurred as taken into a new draught.

Sent down for concurrence.
Perez Morton, D. Sec.

In House of Representatives, March 25th, 1776,
Read and concurred.

Sent up. William Cooper, Sp'rpro tem'e.
Consented to:

W. Sever. Chas. Chaunct.
W. Spooner. S. Holten.
Joseph Gerrish. Jabez Fisher.
T. Cushing. Moses Gill.
John Whetcomb. B. White.
Jed’ii Foster. John Taylor.
James Prescott. B. Lincoln.
I, Palmer.

2
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[Vol. 208, p. 226.]
In the House of Representatives, )

23d March, 1776. )

Whereas, The mandamus councellors, commissioners of the cus-
toms and others, open and avowed enemies to the rights and liber-
ties of America, have departed the town of Boston, through fear of
the American arms and the just resentment of their injured coun-
trymen, since the nineteenth day of April, 1775,

Resolved, That Mr. Brown, Mr. Speaker Cooper, Deacon Rawson,
Mr. Pitts and Colo. Sartell be a committee to repair to the town of
Boston, and take or cause to be taken a just and true inventory of
all the estate, real and personal, of all kinds, belonging to such per-
sons as have departed the said town in manner as aforesaid, and
report the same to this court as soon as may be, that such further
proceedings may be had thereon as shall be thought proper; and
that said committee, in the mean time, cause such effects to be
secured in such manner as to prevent any embezzelment thereof.

Recorded page 683.
Endorsed—“ Resolve to secure tones’ estates in the town of

Boston.”

[Mass. Archives, Yol. 208, p. 328. Gen. Court Records, Vol. 34, p. 718.]

Ix the House op Repeesextatives, )

April 3d, 1776. )

Whereas , This court have received information that considerable
parts of the real and personal estates of the mandamus councillors,
commissioners of the customs and other open and avowed enemies
to the rights and liberties of America, who have departed this col-
ony since April 19th, 1775, are now in the possession of persons
who have clandestinely taken the same; and others, under pretence
of gift, sale or attachment, claim a right to hold and enjoy such
estate and effects, by which practises the public or individuals may
be greatly injured ; for prevention whereof,—

Resolved, That the committee appointed to take inventories of
and to secure, till the further order of this court, the estate and
effects of said absconders in the town of Boston, be and hereby are
empowered to cause every such person or persons as they know or
have good cause to suspect have in their occupation or possession
any estate, late the property of the aforesaid mandamus councillors,
&c., and them to examine thereon, and, if need be, to require
answers upon oath respecting the concealment or conveyance of
said effects, as the law allows in similar cases with respect to the
effects of intestates; and said committee are also authorized and
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directed to take into their possession and secure such estate and
effects, (as also the estate and effects of any persons in Great Brit-
ain, which, by vertue of powers of attorney, were under the care
and direction of said mandamus councillors, &c.,) until the further
orders of this court, any attachment or civil process made or com-
menced since the 19th of April last notwithstanding.

[Mass. Archives, Yol. 209, p. 107.]

In the House of Representatives, |
May 2, 1776. >

Whereas, By a resolve of this court in March last, a committee
was appointed, after the enemy fled from Boston, to repair to the
town of Boston, and there take possession ofhouses and real estates
personal and other moveable effects belonging to mandamus coun-
cellors and others that were left in the said town by any person
who went off with the fleet and army, and to keep the same in their
possession till the further order of the general court. And whereas,
afterwards, vizt., on the 19th day of April last, a resolve passed this
court impowring the committees of correspondence, &c., to lease
out the real estates of certain persons therein particularly men-
tioned, and to return an inventory of all personal estate belonging
to such persons as they should receive into their possession as by
the same resolve will fully appear.

And whereas it is apprehended by some persons that the resolve
last mentioned may interfere with the resolve for appointing the
committee aforesaid to take possession of the personal estates of
those who went off from Boston with the fleet and army; therefore

Resolved, That the committee appointed by the House of Repre-
sentatives for the purpose first mentioned, be and they hereby arc
fully authorized and impowred to retain in their possession all such
real and personal estate as they have already taken or hereafter
may in pursuance of their first appointment take into their posses-
sion, and lease out said real estates as the committee of correspond-
ence, &c., are authorized to do till the further order of the great
and general court of this colony, the resolve of the 19th of April
notwithstanding; provided, always, that untill the further order of
the general court there be allowed to the wives and children of said
aforesaid persons as are above described so much out of their re-
spective estates, or the improvement thereof, as is necessary, in the
judgement of the committee, for their support, they being unable
otherways to support themselves.

And whereas sundry articles of the estates above mentioned may
be liable to perish, it is therefore further resolved that the commit-
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tee first aforesaid be and they hereby are directed and empowered
to dispose of such perishable articles and such only, by public sale,
and render an account of the proceeds to the general court as soon
as may be.

[Hass. Archives, Vol. 20D, p. 437.]
To the Honorable the GeneralAssembly for the Colony of the Mas-

sachusetts Hay, convened at Watertown May 29th, 1776.
May it please toub Honours,—By virtue of a Resolve of the

general court of the 19th of April last, we, the committee of cor-
respondence, safety and inspection, have proceeded to take into our
care and have leased out the real estate of the late Governor Hutch-
inson, (lying in Milton,) as follows, viz.:—

To Mr. Samuel Henshaw, Ju’r, the dwelling-house, barn, sta-
ble, yard and garden, at £l3 x6s. 6d.

Capt. Daniel Yose, part of the land, at
.... 21 8 2

Mr. Kehemiah Clap, a part of the land, at, . .
.

. 10 11 11
Mr. Adam Davenport, a part of the land, at .

. . 717 9
Mr. Moses Haden and John Box, an out-house and part of

the land, 440
Mr. Joseph Jones, a part of the land, at . . . 716 8

The whole amounting to £65 15s. o d.

Of the personal estate, we have received into our care and taken
an inventory of the following articles, viz.:—

Two coaches.
One brass kettle.
Two common house chairs.
One roundabout chair.
One iron pot.
One looking glass.
One plough.
The remainder of the personal estate, consisting chiefly of house-

hold furniture, as we understand, was taken away from said Hutch-
inson’s mansion house by order of the selectmen and committee of
correspondence last year, and no inventory taken of them, (except
by cartloads,) and delivered into the care of Colon’l William Tay-
lor ; and we, the present committee, after having received the Re-
solve of the 19th of April last, respecting the personal as well as
real estate of our enemies, thought it our duty to take an inventory
of said personal estate, and accordingly applyed to said Col. Taylor
for admission for that purpose repeatedly, and shew him the order
of court; but he peremptorily forbid us entering the apartment
where said personal estate was, and said he did it in the name of
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the committee, (with whom he had consulted;) and we have, in
consequence of said refusal, omitted taking an inventory of the
goods in said Taylor’s custody.

We would also inform the honorable court that there is a real
estate in the town of Milton, owned by a person or persons in Eng-
land, which estate was some years past been verbally lett to Capt.
Daniel Yose, by Henry Lloyd, then of Boston ; and we, being un-
certain whether it fell under our care, beg leave to ask the opinion
of the honorable court concerning it. Therefore beg this honorable
court what shall be don with this and the above affair, that com-
mittee may know what steps to take.

Joseph Badcock, per order.

In the House of Representatives, )

Watertown, June 27, 1776. )

Resolved, That the committee of correspondence, safety and in-
spection of the town of Milton be and they are hereby irnpowered
to take into their possession the personall estate of Thomas Hutch-
inson, late ofsaid Milton, which is in the possession of Coll. Taylor,
in said Milton, or wherever else it may be found, excepting such as
may have been otherways disposed ofby order of the general court,
and to follow the directions of this court respecting the same as in
similar cases provided.

And farther resolved. That said committee take into their care
the estate let to Cap’n Daniel Vose by Henry Loyd, late of Boston,
who fled with the ministerial fleet, observing the direction of court
with respect to the estates of refugees.

[Mass. Archives, Vol. 154, p. 410.]
In House of Representatives, May sth, 1780.

Whereas, John Brown, William Cooper, Dea’n Edward Rawson,
John Pitts and Josiah Sartell were, by a Resolve of the general
court, of the twenty-third day of March, in the year 1776, appointed
a committee to take into their custody all the personal estate of
such persons as voluntarily went off with the enemy at the time
Boston was evacuated, and according to the orders of the court to
dispose of the same, and to account for the proceeds; and whereas
said committee have neglected to settle their accounts, notwith-
standing the frequent orders of the general court for that purpose;

And whereas the good people of this State have manifested great
uneasiness that the committee of sequestration, so called, have not
exhibited, as yet, a fair accounts of the disposal of the aforesaid
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goods and chattels, and obtained an honorable discharge for so
much of the same as they may have disposed ofby private or public
sale; therefore

Resolved, That the Hon’ble William Phillips, Esq., the Hon’b.
Nathan Cushing, Esq., Samuel Osgood, Esq., Lemuel Kollock, Esq.,
and Mr. Nathan Frazier be and hereby are appointed a committee
to examine into the conduct of the aforesaid John Brown, William
Cooper, Dea’n Edward Rawson, John Pitts and Josiah Sartell; and
also to send for and examine any persons or papers which they may
think necessary for the purposes aforesaid.

And tvhereas it may be necessary that the committee appointed
to examine into the conduct of the said committee of sequestration
should be attended with some civil officers, in order to prosecute
the business with dispatch; therefore it is

Resolved, That such of the constables of the town of Boston, in
the county of Suffolk, as the said committee shall direct and require
to attend them, shall and hereby are directed to give their attend-
ance accordingly; and are also empowered and directed to serve
and execute any summons, order or other process which the said
committee shall issue in pursuance of the power and authority given
them as aforesaid.

And it is farther resolved, That the president of the said com-
mittee, for the time being, shall be and hereby is authorized and di-
rected to administer a proper oath to any person or persons whom
the said committee shall think fit to examine as a witness or wit-
nesses, touching the subject-matter of their enquiry.

And such summons, order or other process which shall be issued
by said committee as aforesaid, shallbe signed by the clerk appointed
by said committee, and not by any member of said committee.

And all persons are directed to yield obedience to every such
summons, order or other process, on pain of imprisonment for their
contempt or refusal, by order of said committee.

And said committee are hereby directed to proceed upon said
business immediately, and make report of their doings to the general
court as soon as may be.

Sent up for concurrence.
John Hancock, Sp'Rr.

In Council, May 5, 1780.
Read and concurred.

John Avery, 1). aSec.
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Consented to :

Jee. Powell. i Oliyee Peescott.
A. Waed. | N. Cushing.
T. Cushing. i Thos. Duefeb.
S. Adams. j Aaeon Wood.
I. Fishek. Same. Niles.
11. Gaednee. A. Fullee.
B. White. Edw’d Cutts.
T. Danielson. I. Simpson.

Geneeat, Couet Recoeds, May, 1680.—“This court being in-
formed that Mr. Wm. Hubbard hath taken paynes in compiling a

history of New England, doe order that our honored governor and
Wm. Stoughton, Esquire, Capt. Daniel Fisher, Lieut. Wm. John-
son, and Capt. Wm. Torreybe a committee to peruse the same, and
make-returne of their opinion thereof to the next session, that the
court may then, as they shall then judgemeete, take order for the
impression thereof.”

Geneeal Couet, October 11, 1682.
“ Whereas, It hath binn thought necessary, and a duty incum-

bent upon, to take due notice of all occurrances and passages of
God’s providence towards the people of this jurisdiction since their
first arrival! in these parts, which may remaine to posterity, and
that the Reverand Mr. William Hubbard hath taken paynes to
compile a history of this nature, which the court doeth with thanke-
fullnes acknowledge; and, as a manifestation thereof doe hereby
order the treasurer to pay unto him the some of fivety pounds in
money, he transcribing it fairely into a booke, that it may be the
more easely perused, in order to the satisfaction of this court.”

At a Special Geneeal Couet, February, 1682-3.
“This court having formerly granted fifty pounds to the Rev.

Mr. Wm. Hubbard, in consideration of his paine in collecting a
history of the first planting and setling of this colony, as in Octo-
ber last, for 501i, it is ordered that the treasurer pay him or his
order halfe of the said sume as soone as money comes into his
hands, and that the debts due from the country be payd in course as
they arise due by this court’s order.”

The following are inventories of the real and personal estates of
those persons who have been inimical to the rights of America, and
have fled from Boston, and are herein recorded by order of the
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committee of the general court appointed for that purpose, vizt.:
Thomas Hutchinson, Thomas Hutchinson, JuT, and Elisha Hutch-
inson:

At Widow Stoddard’s:— 46 pewter plates and dishes.
6 mahogany chairs. ! 1 spitt; 1 frying-pan.
1 mahogany case of draws. 1 tin cover.
2 looking glasses. 1 dish kettle.
4 sacking bottom bedsteads. 1 dripping pan.
1 pr. dogs. 2 broken lanthoms.
1 pr. kitchen band-irons. 2 rich mahogany arm-chairs.
1 mahogany fire-screen. 8 mahogany cooler.
1 square snap table. 3 pictures.
1 card table. 1 mahogany card-table.
3 31 feet mahogany tables. 1 copper ship stove.
1 mahogany cradle. 3 iron kettles.
1 walnut chamber table. 1 four-feet pine table.
1 round snap table. 1 chariot and harness.
1 close stool. 1 buby hutch.

.3 small marble slabs. 1 horse saddle.
1 round chamber table. 1 chest of draws.

1 sacking bottom bedstead.
At Doct’r Eliot’s: — 10 odd chairs.

1 mahogany bureau. A parcel of books and papers of
Desk ; a chaise and harness. little value.
1 desk and book-case, glass doors. The large mansion house, out-

-1 four-feet mahogany table. houses, stables, wharves, stores,
1 painted screen. &c., &c.
1 handsome 8-day clock.
2 small mahogany stands. At. Doct’r Clarke’s :
1 small box case-knives. j 1 chimney glass.
12 rich mahogany hair-bottom ' 1 mahogany bureau.

chairs. Desk; 1 easy chair.
C do. furniture check. 4 large pictures, 2 broke.
2 arm-chairs. 1 glass lamp.
2 mahogany bedsteds. 2 glass salvers, 1 broke.
1 pallat bedstead and bed. 13 stone plates and dishes.
1 mahogany fire-screen. 1 sett furniture.
1 small stand. | Curtain vallents.
6 straw-bottom kitchen chairs, j 1 horse net.
1 black walnut chamber table. ; 2 window curtains, furniture
1 pair large brass andirons. j check.
1 pair dogs. ' 3 do. cushions.
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1 glass frame for a time-peice. 6 stuff-back chamber chairs.
2 tin dish covers. 6 leather bottom chairs.
1 china-jarr. 4 horse-hair do.
1 bird cage. 1 bed bolsters and 2 pillows.
1 pair table leaves. A case containing 4 elegant gilt
2 leather bottom easy chairs. looking glass.
2 roundabout horse-hair do.

[Mass. Archives, Yol. 6, p. 320.]

Extract in the handwriting of Gov. Hutchinson.
Public notice given.—“ If any of the above articles, or any plate,

men’s or women’s apparel be offered for sale by any persons or seen
in the possession of any persons of suspected characters, it is desired
notice may be given to either of the lieutenant-governor’s sons at
their warehouses in Boston, and whereas a manuscript history of
the province from the present charter to the year 1730 was among
the spoil, a part of which has been found, if any of the remaining
sheets should be discovered it is desired they may be sent, together
with any other of the lieutenant-governor’s papers or books, to the
Reverend Mr. Eliot.”

[Mass. Archives, Yol. 26, p. 146.]
Extract from letter of Gov. Hutchinson to RicharclJackson, Esq.,

dated Aug. 30, 1765.
“ Besides my plate and family pictures, houshold furniture of

every kind, my own, my children and servants’ apparel, they car-
ried off about £9OO sterling in money, and emptied the house of
everything whatsoever, except a part of the kitchen furniture, not
leaving a single book or paper in it, and have scattered or destroyed
all the manuscripts and other papers I had been collecting for thirty
years together, besides a great number of publick papers in my
custody.”

[General Court Records, Yol. 33, p. 130.]

Records of the Great and General Court or Assembly for the
Massachusetts Bay in New England, begun and held at Water-
town, in the county of Middlesex, on Wednesday, the twenty-sixth
day of July, 1775,

In the House of Representatives, )

August 18, 1775. )

Ordered, That Colonel Orne and Mr. Cushing, with such as the
honorable board shall join, be a committee to consider what is

3
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proper to he done with the letters of the late Governor Hutchinson,
and how they shall be preserved.

Sent up for concurrence.
Jas. Warren, Speaker.

In Council, August 19, 1775.
Head and concurred, and John Adams, Esq., is joined.

S. Adams, Sec'y.
The committee above named report that it is of great importance

that the letters and other papers of the late Governor Hutchinson
be carefully preserved, as they contain documents for history of
great moment; and that evidence, in the handwriting of a man
whose nefarious intrigues and practices, have occasioned the shed-
ding of so much innocent blood, and brought such horrid calamities
on his native country, may be preserved for the full conviction of
the present and future generations; and therefore that such of the
letters and papers aforesaid as are not now in the custody of the
Honorable Samuel Dexter, Esq., at Dedham, be delivered to him,
and together with those, already under his care, faithfully kept by
him, until the further order of this court, and that such of them be
published from time to time as he shall judge proper.

John Adams, per order.

In Council, August 19, 1775.
Sent down for concurrence.

Read and accepted.
Sam’l Adams, /Seedy.

[Mass. Archives, Vol. 142, p. 421.]
In the House op Representatives, )

October 14, 1783. )

Ordered, That the secretary be and he hereby is directed forth-
with to make application to the Honorable Samuel Dexter, Esq.,
and the Reverend William Gordon, Doctor of Divinity, for the let-
ters of the late Governor Hutchinson, which were found within this
State after he left the same, and to receive the same letters from
any person in whose possession they may be, and to file them care-
fully among the papers of this State.

Sent up for concurrence.
Tristram Dalton, Sp'k'r.

In Senate, October 15, 1788.
Read and concurred as taken into a new draft.

Sent down for concurrence.
S. Adams, JPresicVt.
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In the House op Representatives, |
October 16, 1783. j

Read and concurred.
Tristram Dalton, Sp'k'r.

Approved.
John Hancock.

[Mass. Archives, Vol. 142, p. 422.]
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In the House op Representatives, |
October 14th, 1783. )

Whereas, In the year 1775 certain letters were found in the man-
sion house of Thomas Hutchinson, Esq’r, late governor of the prov-
ince of the Massachusetts Bay, written by the said Hutchinson to
persons of public character and others in England and elsewhere,
which letters tend to the discovery of the plans which had been
secretly laid for the destruction of the rights, liberties and privileges
of the then British colonies; and whereas the said letters were
committed to the care of the Honorable Sam’l Dexter, Esq’r., with
permission to the Rev’d Doct’r William Gordon to take and select
such of them as he should judge proper for immediate publication;

And whereas, it is highly expedient that papers so adapted as the
said letters appear to be to mark the leading principles and charac-
ters in the late happy American Revolution, should be safely kept
among the archives of this Commonwealth, that so the historian and
others may avail themselves thereof, under the direction of the
general court;

Resolved, That the said Sam’l Dexter, Esq’r., Dr. William Gor-
don, and all others who are possessed of any of the said letters of
the said Thomas Hutchinson, Esq’r., be and they hereby are required
to return the same into the secretary’s office without delay.

Ordered, That the secretary serve the said Sam’l Dexter, Esq’r.,
and Doct’r William Gordon with an attested copy of the foregoing
resolution, and also to publish the same in one of the Boston, the
Salem, Worcester and Springfield newspapers.

[Mass. Archives, Vol. 142, p. 423.]

Dedham, October 18th, 1783.
Sir :—I this morning received your letter, inclosing a resolve of

the honorable general court, requiring me to return, “without de-
lay,” into the secretary’s office, certain letters of the late Governor
Hutchinson.

These letters, and other papers, very soon after they were discov-
ered in his house in Milton, were brought over to Watertown,
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where the Massachusetts Congress, so called, then sat. They lay
open for the inspection and perusal of everybody who had curiosity
enough to look into them; and in consequence of the free access
which all persons, without discrimination, had to them, I suppose it
was owing that letters, either written Inj or to him, have been scat-
tered about the State. I remember to have heard it said, two or
three years after they were found, that some of them were shewn in
towns very remote from the capital, although I do not recollect the
names of such towns.

That there might be no further pillaging, they were, by a resolve
of that public body, committed to me, accompanied with a desire
that I would “ select such of them as I should judge proper for
immediatepublication,” and cause them to be printed in newspapers,
or in a pamphlet, with remarks, if I should think them needful.

On my motion the Reverend Dr. Gordon had permission to look
over the manuscripts at his pleasure, and had a concurrent power
given him to publish and comment upon them.

In the year 1776, the general court, on a report of a committee
ofboth houses, of which the Honorable Mr. Adams, now in Europe,
was chairman, recommitted them to my keeping, charging me with
their safe preservation, as “ containing valuable documentsfor future
history; ” and every letter-book and paper which were in my cus-
tody at that time, and that have come into my hands since the pass-
ing the last mentioned resolve, are now in my possession; nor are
any missing of the whole number delivered to me at Watertown,
unless some are retained by Dr. Gordon, who had a right, from the
vote of the provincial congress, to be possessed of any of them for
the purpose above mentioned; but who, immediately after the date
of the resolve of the general court, giving me the sole care of them,
sent to me, as I understood him, all he had taken to his house.

In faithfulness to my trust, I have all the letter-books and papers
safely deposited in a large box, weighing, with its contents, near
one hundred pounds, which, since my receipt of the resolution ol
the honorable court, I have nailed up, and keep in readiness to be
delivered to any messenger or servant of their honors who may be
ordered to call upon me for it.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
Samuel Dextek.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In Senate, May 30, 1867.
The Committee on the Library, to whom was referred an Order

to inquire into “ the expediency of directing the Secretary of the
Commonwealth to obtain from the Massachusetts Historical Society
any books, papers or documents now in their possession, the prop-
erty of the Commonwealth,” having carefully considered the same,
respectfully submit the following Report;—■

The following facts appeared in evidence before the Committee.
The documents probably referred to by the Order are certain vol-
umes known as the “ Hutchinson Papers.” These papers, when
Governor Hutchinson’s property was sold at auction, having been
confiscated, were secreted in a bed and sold. After their discovery
and the fact was made known, they were repurchased by the State
at a cost of fifty pounds. They were placed with the other records
in the department of the secretary of the Commonwealth, and re-

mained there until 1820, when Mr. Bradford, then secretary, and
also a member of the Historical Society, carried the papers,which
makes the first three volumes, and gave them to the society. In
January of 1846,Mr. Palfrey, then secretary, and likewise a member
of the society, having his attention called to the fact, wrote a letter
to the officers of the society, desiring their return. Receiving no
answer, he wrote again, in January, 1847, and also in July of the
same year. Ho notice whatever was taken of these letters, and so
the matter rested until 1858. In the secretary’s report of 1848,
reference is made to these letters, copies of which are subjoined to
this Report. (See House Doc. Ho. 2of 1848.)

In 1858, the legislature by a Resolve directed the secretary of the
Commonwealth to prepare and cause to be printed the Hew Ply-
mouth Records. (See chap. 41 of Resolves of 1858.) Mr. David
Pulsifer was appointed, and in prosecution of that work desired to
examine these papers. He went to the library of the Historical
Society and requested permission to use them for that purpose ;

but his request was refused in pursuance of a rule of that society.
He was therefore subjected to the disadvantage of making his
record without the aid of valuable information contained in those
papers. Last February, Mr. Dawson of Hew York desired to print
the sermon of Rev. John Wheelwright, contained in the “Hutch-
inson Papers,”—a sermon of considerable historical value and im-
portance, —but for a long time was unable to obtain a copy.

These papers, relating to the early history of the colony, extend-
ing over a period of thirty years, and transferred by mistake from
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the custody of the State to that of a society having no right to
them, the Committee unanimously believe ought of right to be
returned. This the Historical Society are not only unwilling to do,
but even refuse an officer of the Commonwealth, whose property
they are, when appointed to complete its early records, access to
their information. The later manuscripts arc still in the custody of
the State, and these are needed to render our archives complete.

Besides, the “State House” being fire-proof, while the building
used by the society is not, is a fiir safer repository for such valua-
ble documents, valuable alike as a part of the State’s history and as
containing information which ought of right to be accessible to any
person desirous of examining their contents. In the custody ofthe
Historical Society, they are closed to those who may desire their
perusal; when in the possession of the State, they would be within
the reach of all.

Believing that they are clearly the property of the Common-
wealth, the Committee think they should be returned.

The society was notified of the meeting of the Committee, but
did not see fit to appear.

They therefore report the following Resolve.
Per order,

Chas. J. Rotes, Chairman.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Seven.
Resolve concerning the “ Hutchinson Parers.”

Resolved, That the governor be directed and enjoined to take
such steps as to him seem necessary and proper to procure the im-
mediate restitution of the books, manuscripts and other documents
now in the possession of the Massachusetts Historical Society be-
longing to the Commonwealth.

COMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS.

Secretary’s Office, Boston, |
January 1, 1846. )

To the President and Fellows of the Massachusetts Historical
Society.

Gentlemen:—ln the course of some recent proceedings for the
completion and arrangement of the ancient papers in this office, my
attention has been drawn to three volumes called the “Hutchinson
Papers,” now in the library of the Historical Society. I suppose
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these papers to hare come into our library by mistake, and to be the
property of the Commonwealth.

They are referred to in the record of the meeting of the Histor-
ical Society on the 27th day of January, 1820, as having been “pre-
sented to the society by the permission of the governor and council.”
I have had a careful examination made ofthe council records of the
period, and do not find any proceedings of the governor and coun-
cil to this effect. Nor would it have been within the constitutional
competency of the executive department of the government. Such
a disposition of the papers could only have been made by an Act or
Resolve of the legislature, and no law so disposing of them appears
to have been passed.

I have very respectfully to request that an examination may be
made into these facts, in order that, if they, and my opinion founded
upon them, be confirmed, the society may take measures for restor-
ing the volumes in question to the custody of this office.

I have the honor to be, &c.,
John G. Palfrey.

Secretary’s Office, Boston, |
January 19th, 1847. )

To the President and Fellovis of the Massachusetts Historical
Society.

Gentlemen:—ln the month of January last I made a communi-
cation to your society, representing that in the course of some pro-
ceedings for the completion and arrangement of the ancient papers
in this office, my attention had been drawn to three volumes called
the “Hutchinson Papers,” now in the library of the Historical So-
ciety, and that I supposed these papers to have come into our library
by mistake, and to be the property of the Commonwealth.

I added that they were referred to in the record of the meeting
of the Historical Society on the 27th day of January, 1820, as hav-
ing been “presented to the society by the permission of the gov-
ernor and council,” and that I had had a careful examination made
of the council records of the period, and did not find any proceed-
ing of the governor and council to this effect. And I suggested
that it would not have been within the competency of the executive
department of the government, the papers being subject to such a
disposal only by an Act or Resolve of the legislature, and no law
so disposing of them appearing to have been passed.

I accordingly requested that an examination might bo made into
the facts, in order that if they, and my opinion founded upon them,
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should he confirmed, the society might take measures for restoring
the volumes in question to the custody of this office.

Not having received any reply to this application, I ask permis-
sion respectfully to repeat the request, that it may receive the
attention of the society.

I have, &c., John G. Palfrey.

Seceetaey’s Office, Boston, |
July 27, 1847. )

To the President and Fellows of the Historical Society.
Gentlemen :—On the nineteenth day of January last, I made a

representation to the Historical Society respecting certain manu-
script volumes entitled the Hutchinson Papers, supposed by me to
belong to the archives of the Commonwealth, and to have been
placed in the library of our society by mistake. May I respectfully
ask to be informed of the decision or action had by the society on
this subject.

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, with great respect,
Your obedient servant,

John G. Palfeey.

Extract from the Annual Report of Hon. John G. Palfrey,

Secretary , January sth, 1848.
[House Document, No. 2,1848, page 9.]

Entertaining the opinion that certain writings, called the “Hutch-
inson Papers,” formerly in this office, were transferred to that col-
lection through a mistake, I have made applications to the society
to have the subject considered, in order that if my impression
should prove to be well founded, the papers might be restored to
the custody of the Commonwealth. I have received no reply to
the applications, nor has anything come to my knowledge to change
my opinion on the subject. My views, and the manner of present-
ing them, are on record in the letter-book of this office, under the
dates of January Ist, 1846, and January 19th and 27th, 1847.


