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House op Representatives, May 4, 1869.

The Committee on Railways, to whom was referred the
petition of Lee Claflin and others for a railroad from Hopkin-
ton to Ashland, report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

JAMES RITCHIE.

(Hommomucaitl) of iftasecicljuscUs.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Hopkinton Branch Railroad Com-

pany.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:—

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-

Commomumitl) of illassadjusetts.

1 Sect. 1. Lee Claflin, Jefferson Pratt, Alvin A.
2 Sweet, Eliakim A. Bates, Silas Mirick, and Wilbur
3 F. Claflin, their associates and successors, are hereby
4 made a corporation by the name of the Hopkinton
5 Branch Railroad Company; with all the powers and
6 privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions
7 and liabilities set forth in all general laws which now

8 are or hereafter may be in force relating to such cor-
-9 porations.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation may locate, construct
2 and maintain a railroad, commencing at some conve-
-3 nient point near the centre of the town of Hopkin-
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4 ton, thence running northerly through the northerly
5 part of said town of Hopkinton, by the most direct
6 and feasible route to the Boston and Albany Rail-
-7 road, at or near Indian Brook in the town of Ashland,
8 and may enter by proper turnouts and switches upon
9 the Boston and Albany Railroad, according to the

10 provisions of law.

1 Sect. 3. Said corporation may connect its road
2 with the Boston and Albany Railroad, and may use
3 the same according to law, or may sell and transfer
4 its franchises and all its rights under this act, or lease
5 its road or other property to the Boston and Albany
6 Railroad Corporation, upon such terms as may be
7 agreed upon and confirmed by vote of the majority
8 in interest of the stockholders of said corporations
9 present and voting at a meeting duly called for that

10 purpose.

1 Sect, 4. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall not exceed two hundred thousand dollars, divi-
-3 ded into shares of one hundred dollars, the number
4 of which shall be determined, from time to time, by
5 the directors, and said corporation may take and hold
6 such real estate and personal property as may be
7 necessary for the purpose of this act.

1 Sect. 5. The town of Hopkinton is hereby au-
-2 thorized to subscribe for and hold shares in the cap-
-3 ital stock of the Hopkinton Branch Railroad Com-
-4 pany, or guarantee the stock of said company, to the
5 amount of sixty thousand dollars: provided, the in-
-6 habitants ot said town shall, by vote of the majority
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7 of the legal voters present and voting thereon, vote
8 to subscribe for such shares, or guarantee the same,
9 in accordance with the terms of this act, to pay for

10 the same out of the treasury of said town, and to
11 hold the same as town property, subject to the dispo-
-12 sition of the town for public purposes, in like man-
-13 ner as any other property it may possess.

1 Sect. 6. Said town of Hopkinton is hereby au-
-2 thorized to raise by loan or tax any sums of money
3 which shall be required to pay its instalments on its
4 subscriptions to said stock, and interest thereon, or
5 for any other purpose required by the terms of this
G act.

1 Sect. 7. The selectmen of the town of Hopkin-
-2 ton shall have authority to represent said town at
3 any meeting of the Hopkinton Branch Kailroad Com-
-4 pany, and said town, so represented, is hereby author-
-5 ized to vote on the whole amount of stock held by
6 said town of Hopkinton, any thing in the sixty-third
7 chapter of the General Statutes to the contrary not-
-8 withstanding.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage, and shall be void unless said road is located
3 within two years, and constructed within four years
4 from the passage of this act.


