
HO USE.... No. 421.

[Pending amendments to the Bill for the regulation of Gas
Companies and the better Protection of Consumers of Gas.
(House, No. 368.)]

Mr. Haynes, of Springfield, moves to amend the Ist section
by striking out the word “ shall,” in the 4th line, and inserting
the word “ may.”

Mr. Baldwin, ofBrighton, moves to amend the Ist section by
inserting in line 3, after the word “ Commonwealth,” the words,
“ having not less than fifteen thousand inhabitants.”

Mr. Nichols, of Boston, moves to amend the 2d section in
line 7, by striking out the words, “ city or town appointing
them,” and inserting the words “ gas company.”

Mr. Burrage, of Boston, moves to amend as follows:

Strike out the first section and substitute the following:—

1 Sect. 1. The governor shall, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, upon the request of the mayor
3 and aldermen of any city or the selectmen of any
4 town in the Commonwealth, where there is a gas

tfommonujcaltl) of illassadjuoetts.
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5 company having two hundred or more takers or con-
ti sinners of gas, appoint one or moie suitable persons
7 as inspectors of gas for such city or town, whose duty
8 it shall he to test the quality of the gas and the
9 accuracy of the meters used for its measurement:

10 provided, that the mayor and aldermen or the select-
-11 men of two or more cities or towns may, if they think
12 fit, join in requesting that one single inspector shall
13 he appointed for said cities or towns, who shall make
1-1 his reports to every city and town joining in the
15 request for his appointment.

In the second section, fourth line, strike out all after the
word “successor” to the end of the fifth line, and substitute the
following :

“ but may be removed by the governor and council
at their pleasure.”

In the same section strike out all commencing with the word
“ such ” in the sixth line, to and including the word “ deter-
mine” in the ninth line, and substitute the following :

1 Sect. 2. Such inspectors shall receive such annual
2 salaries, to be paid by the city or town or the cities
3 and towns for whom they are appointed, as the city
1 council or councils of such city or cities or the select-
-5 men of such towns may determine; and the amount
6 of such salary or salaries so paid, shall be assessed
7 annually on the gas company, or, if more than one,
8 on the gas companies, in proportion to their capital,
9 in the said cities and towns respectively; and any

10 such assessment not paid in any case by any such
11 company within thirty days after receiving notice
12 thereof, maybe recovered by said city or town or

13 cities and towns in an action of contract.
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Strike out section three and substitute section three of House
Document No. 78, inserting before the word “illuminating” in
the twelfth line the word “ the ”, as follows

1 Sect. 3. In every city and town where an inspec-
-2 tor or inspectors are appointed, it shall be the duty
3 of the gas company to provide, at a distance as near
I as may be of two thousand feet from any gas works,
5 and furnish for the use of such inspector or inspec-
-6 tors, a suitable room or laboratory having one or
7 more gasometers, holding at least five feet of gas,
8 made with proper balances, indices and adjustments,
9 a special meter or regulator for accurately measuring

10 the capacity of any kind of gasmeter, and supplied
11 with all other apparatus necessary or useful in testing
12 meters, and the illuminating and other qualities of the
13 gas sold by such company or companies, but no such
14 room or laboratory shall be located in any building, a
15 part or the whole of which is occupied by any gas-
-16 light company or manufacturer of gasmeters.

At the end of the 4th section, add the following : “No gas
of less purity than as prescribed in this section shall he deemed
merchantable.”

In the sth section, in the 4th and sth linos and in the 36th
line, for the word “ sixteen ” substitute “ fourteen.”

Add at the end of Sect. 14,^
1 and provided, further, that whenever any dispute
2 shall arise as to the accuracy of the instruments used
3 by the inspector in any city or town where an inspec-
-4 tor has been appointed, or as to the accuracy of his
5 report as to the quality or purity of the gas or the
6 correctness of the meters tested by him, an appeal
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7 may be made in writing by the president or treasurer
8 of any gas-light company considering themselves
9 aggrieved to the governor and council, who shall

10 thereupon appoint three scientific experts to act as
11 referees in such case, who shall be paid ten dollars
12 each per diem for their services. The expenses of
13 the reference shall be paid by the gas-light company
14 if they fail to establish their complaint against the
15 inspector, or by the city or town appointing such
16 inspector if the decision shall be in favor of the gas-
-17 light company.


