
HOUSE....No. 467.

House of Representatives, June 2, 1869.

The Committee on. the Judiciary to whom was referred the
Senate Bill to authorize cities and towns to take lands for cer-
tain public uses with instructions “ to report a Bill free from
constitutional objections if possible,” report the same in a new
draft.

Per order,
JOHN B. GOODRICH.

(tfommonujcalti) of iUassacljusctts.
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AN ACT
To authorize Cities and Towns to take Land for certain

Public Uses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The city council of any city or the in-
-2 habitants of any town, at a town meeting duly held
3 for that purpose, may select and take any parcel or
4 parcels of land within the limits of such city or town
5 not appropriated to public uses, as a place for the
6 erection of a city or town hall for the use of such
7 city or town, or for enlargement of any existing city
8 or town hall lot. The city or town shall, within
9 sixty days after such taking, file in the registry of

10 deeds for the county or district, a description of the
11 lands so taken as certain as is required in a common
12 conveyance of land, and a statement of the purpose
13 for which such lands were taken, which description
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14 and statement shall be signed by the mayor of the
15 city or by the selectmen of the town, or by a major
16 part thereof; and the title of land so taken shall vest
17 in such city or town.

1 Sect. 2. All damages sustained by any person
2 by reason of the taking of any land for the purposes
3 aforesaid, shall be paid by the city or town, and if
4 the mayor and aldermen of the city or the selectmen
5 of the town shall fail to agree upon such damages
6 with the owner of such land,, the same may be as-
-7 sessed and determined by a jury in the manner pro-
-8 vided by law in the case of the laying out of city or
9 town ways, and application for such jury may be made

10 at any time within three years after said description
11 and statement shall be recorded as above provided.
12 If the damages so awarded shall exceed the amount
13 which the city or town may have tendered him as
14 compensation before the filing of his application for
15 a jury, the owner shall recover his costs in the pro-
-16 ceedings for such assessment; otherwise the city or
17 town shall recover costs.

1 Sect. 3. Any parcel of land, taken under authority
2 of this act, shall revert to the owner or his heirs or
3 assigns, unless a city or town hall shall be erected
4 thereon or unless the same shall be enclosed and de-
-5 voted to the enlargement of an existing city or town
6 hall lot, within three years after the recording of the
7 description and statement above provided.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




