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House op Representatives, June 2, 1869.
The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the

Bill relating to streets and sidewalks in the town ofFitchburg,
report that the same ought to pass.

Per order,

JOHN B. GOODRICH.
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Nine.

AN ACT

Relating to Streets and Sidewalks in the Town of
Fitchburg.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The selectmen of the town of Fitchburg
2 may fix, alter or determine the grades of any streets
3 or sidewalks in said town, and erect permanent monu-

-4 merits indicating such grades; but no such grades
5 shall be established or monuments erected until a full
6 description of such grades is reported to the town.
7 and such grades accepted and allowed at some public
8 meeting of the inhabitants, warned and notified there-
-9 for, nor unless such description is filed in the office

10 of the town clerk seven days at least before said
11 meeting. When the grades of any street or side-
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12 walks are established, as aforesaid, said town, and the
13 owners of the estates abutting on such street, shall
14 be bound thereby and have the same rights and be
15 subject to the same liabilities, and such streets and
16 sidewalks shall, in determining such rights and liabil-
-17 ities, be considered, as if they were to be at once

18 built to the grades so indicated, although said town
19 shall not be required to build such streets or side-
-20 walks to the grades so established until said selectmen
21 shall determine that public convenience and necessity
22 require it, nor until such determination has been re-
-23 ported to and accepted by the inhabitants of said town,
24 as aforesaid, otherwise than is hereinafter provided ;

25 and said town, after having paid the damages awarded
26 against them on account of the establishment of such
27 grades, may at any time thereafter build such streets
28 and sidewalks to the grades so established without
29 being subjected to any further damages therefor.

1 Sect. 2. Any person owning real estate abutting
2 on any street the grades of which, or of the sidewalks
3 on said street, have been established, as aforesaid,
4 which is benefited thereby, shall pay to town
5 such sum as said selectmen shall assess upon him as
6 his proportionate share of the expense of establishing
7 the grades, and of building such street and sidewalks
8 on such street to such grades; and the sum so assessed
9 upon him shall constitute a lion upon said real estate

10 for two years after it is assessed; and if not paid
11 within ninety days after written notice of said assess-
-12 ment is served upon the owner of said real estate, or
13 his agent, may be levied and collected by a sale of
14 said real estate in the manner provided for the sale of
15 real estate for non-payment of taxes.
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1 Sect. 3. All proceedings under this act not other-
-2 wise provided for, including a jury in all cases to re-

-3 vise the doings of said selectmen and said town, shall
-4 be like those provided by law in cases of laying out
5 town ways; and a jury, if said town unreasonably
6 neglects to build any such street or sidewalk to the
7 grades so established, may order the same to be done,
8 and such order may be enforced in the way and man-
-9 ner provided by law in cases of neglect by towns to

10 repair ways and bridges.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall not take effect unless the
2 inhabitants of said town of Fitchburg, at a meeting
3 legally called for that purpose, shall, within one year
4 after its passage, by a majority vote, approve of the
5 same.


