
HOUSE... No. 475.

House of Representatives, June 2,1869.

The Joint Special Committee consisting of the President
of Senate and the Speaker of the House and the committees on
the Judiciary of the two branches, to whom was referred the
Order relative to the manner of electing senators in Congress,
report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

L. M. CHILD.

Commmuocaltl) of iltnssailjusctts.
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of ißassachitscte

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Nine.

AN ACT
In relation to the Manner of Electing Senators in

Congress.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows

1 'Whenever an election of senators in congress shall
2 be required, under the provisions of an act to reg-
-3 ulate the times and manner of holding elections
4 for senators in congress, approved July twenty-
-5 five, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, and being chap-
-6 ter two hundred and forty-five of the acts passed at
T the first session of the thirty-ninth congress, the
8 proceedings in the joint assembly of the two houses
9 shall be as follows: On the Wednesday succeeding

10 the Tuesday on which the choice of senators by the
11 two branches of the legislature is required by said
12 act to take place, there shall be held a joint assem-
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13 bly of the members of the two houses, at twelve
If o’clock, noon, either with or without an order of the
15 two houses, in the hall of the house of representa-
-16 tives, over which assembly the president of the senate,
IT if present, shall preside, and in his absence the
18 speaker of the house shall preside, and in the absence
19 of both, the senior member of the senate present
20 shall preside until a presiding officer shall be chosen.
21 It shall be the duty of the clerks of the two houses
22 to be present with the records of the proceedings of
23 the two houses of the next preceding day: and ifeither
21 of them shall be absent the sergeant-at-arms shall be
25 required to procure his attendance with the said
26 records ; and each of said clerks shall keep a record
27 of the proceedings of the joint assembly.
28 If upon the reading of the journals of the tAvo
29 houses, as required by said statute, it shall appear
30 that the same person has received a majority of all
31 the votes in each house, such person shall be de-
-32 dared duly elected senator to represent the Common-
-33 Avealth in the congress of the United States ; but if it
31 shall appear that the same person has not received a
35 majority of the votes of each house, or if either house
36 shall ha\'e failed to take proceedings, as required by
37 said act, the joint assembly shall immediately proceed
38 to take a vote for a senator in congress, calling the
39 names of the members of the tAvo houses: calling7 O

40 first the names of the senators, and after them the
41 names of the members of the house of representa-
-42 tives, in alphabetical order; and no adjournment
43 shall take place until one vote has been taken.
44 If no person shall receive a majority of the votes
45 on the first day, the presiding officer, Avhenever the
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46 joint assembly shall vote to adjourn or dissolve, or
47 pass any vote terminating the session for that day,
48 or if a number of the members less than a majority
49 of all the members elected to both houses shall be
50 found not to be present, shall declare said joint as-
-51 sembly adjourned to the next succeeding day, at
52 twelve o’clock, noon, except on Saturday, when the
53 adjournment shall be to the next Monday, when the
54 like proceedings shall take place, and so on from day
55 to day until a senator for congress shall be chosen as
56 provided in said act; and no motion to dissolve or
57 adjourn on any day shall be in order until at least
58 one vote has been taken.


