
HOUSE... .No. 51.

House op Representatives, February 1,1871.

Report Of The Committee on Railways.s, who was instructed to “consider
the expediency of providing by law for the free passage over
all the railroads in the Commonwealth, of the members ofthe
legislature of each year, during the year for which they may
be elected ; also to consider the expediency of prohibiting all
free passes to members of the legislature,”

REPORT:

It appeared at a hearing before the Committee, that the part
of the Order which relates to the prohibition of free passes, was
intended to cover the whole system of free passes, whether to
members of the legislature or to other persons; and the Com-
mittee have considered it in this general aspect.

If there are evils to be corrected by legislation, it is obviously
a matter of some difficulty to frame a law which does not admit
of easy evasion, whether its provisions extend to all passengers
or only to certain classes of passengers. The first requisite to
wise and effective legislation, is a knowledge of the extent to
which the practice of giving free passes actually exists, the
reasons which have led to its adoption, and its effects on the
business and receipts of the roads, and on the cost of transpor-
tation to paying passengers. It is hardly possible to obtain the
facts, and digest the results indicated by them, during a session
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of the legislature. The railroad commissioners have proposed
to obtain, during the present year, by inquiries addressed to the
railroad corporations and otherwise, the fullest possible statistics
on the whole subject, both in this State and in other States and
countries, and to embody the result of their investigations in
their next annual report. In order to secure the benefit of the
information which may thus be obtained, the Committee recom-
mend that the whole question of free passes, including the ex-
pediency of providing free railroad transportation for members
of the legislature, be referred to the next legislature.

For the Committee,

J. E. SANFORD.


