
HOUSE No. 110.

House of Representatives, February 20, 1871.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Resolve reported to the House by the Joint Special Com-
mittee on the State Police, providing for the protection of wit-
nesses before said committee, have duly considered the same,
and report the accompanying Bill as a substitute therefor.

Per order

JOHN B. D. COGSWELL.

(tfmnmomumltl) of iftassacljusctts.



2 [Feb.PROTECTION OP WITNESSES.

AN ACT

For the better discovery of Testimony and the protection
of Witnesses before the Joint Special Committee on
the State Police.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same , as follows:—

1 Sect. 1. No person who is called as a witness be-
2 fore the joint special committee on the state police,
3 shall be excused from answering any question or
4 from the production of any paper relating to any
5 corrupt practice or improper conduct of the state
6 police, forming the subject of inquiry by such com-
-7 mittee, on the ground that the answer to such ques-
-8 tion or the production of such paper may criminate
9 or tend to criminate himself, or to disgrace him or

10 otherwise render him infamous, or on the ground of
11 privilege ; but the testimony of any witness examined
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12 before said committee upon the subject aforesaid or
13 any statement made or paper produced by him upon
14 such an examination, shall not be used as evidence
15 against such witness in any civil or criminal proceed-
-16 ing in any court of justice: provided , however, that
17 no official paper or record produced by such witness
18 on such examination, shall be held or taken to be in-
-19 eluded within the privilege of said evidence so to
20 protect such witness in any civil or criminal proceed-
-21 ing as aforesaid, and that nothing in this act shall be
22 construed to exempt any witness from prosecution
23 and punishment for perjury committed by him in
24 testifying as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




