
HOUSE No. 205.

House of Representatives, March 21, 1871.

Report Of The Committee on Railways. , to whom was referred the peti-
tion of Charles Haraant and 48- legal voters of Medfield,
for the removal of Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad
station in said town, submit the following

The subject-matter referred to in the said petition was duly
considered by the Joint Committee on Railways, and by them
referred to the Board of Railroad Commissioners, with instruc-
tions to visit the locality, hear the parties and report the facts.

They did so, and in due season made report thereon, from
which it appears,—

That in 1861 the present station in Medfield was located and
built upon the line of the Boston, Hartford and Erie road, in
substantial accordance with the wishes of the inhabitants of that
town.

That in 1869 the Mansfield and Framingham Railroad was
built through the town, intersecting the Boston, Hartford and
Erie road, at nearly a right angle, at a point some 1,200 feet
distant from the present station.

That in anticipation of the erection of a union station, com-
mon to both roads, town ways have been located to make con-
venient the approach thereto.
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That public convenience would undoubtedly be subserved by
the establishment of a depot at the point of intersection, as
thereby the transfer of passengers, freight and luggage would
be much facilitated ; and finally,

That, although there was manifested .some opposition to the
change proposed, and although no municipal action had been
taken, as would seem proper in a matter of so much importance
as the removal of an existing railroad station,—still, from the
evidence presented, the conviction was irresistible, that the pub-
lic desire pointed towards the removal.

Representatives of both of the railroads were present at the
hearing before the commissioners, and in behalf of the Mansfield
and Framingham road, assurance was given of a willingness to
pay its equitable share of the expense, should the legislature
see fit to order the removal. The counsel for the Boston, Hart-
ford and Erie Railroadadmitted the probable public convenience
of the change, but showed that it would entail upon the corpora-
tion a burden of some $4,000 to $6,000, which it was not able,
and, considering its present chaotic condition, should not be
called upon to bear. It further appeared that the jointbusiness
of the two roads had been, and under present arrangements
could continue to be done, though at some inconvenience to
the public

It was therefore asked that a postponement of the matter
should be granted, until by the settlement of some of the pend-
ing questions, the future status of the Boston, Hartford and
Erie R. R. Corporation might.be made more clearly manifest,
and its ability to bear its proper share of the expense, become
greater. Beyond the statement of counsel, the commissioners
do not seem to have taken evidence as to the “ unpleasantness ”

at present existing in the affairs of the Boston, Hartford and Erie
R. R. Corporation, probably supposing that a reference to the
legislative files of 1870, would sufficiently supplement their
report, and supply any omission in this regard.

Your Committee, while they appreciate the greater conven-
ience which would accrue from the proposed change, think that
the request of the Boston, Hartford and Brie R. R. Corporation
for a postponement, is entitled to consideration. They do not
feel at liberty to add to the complications and difficulties which
surround its affairs. They doubt if any mandatory act which
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the legislature might launch upon the present troubled waters,
would be of practical avail as a measure of relief, as even if it
escaped going to pieces upon present corporate impecuniosity or
the uncertainty to future ownership, it probably would be
drawn into the vortex of litigation, and for the present at
least lost sight of.

With these views, the Committee recommend that the peti-
tioners have leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,

GEO. E. TOWNE.




