
HOUSE No. 209.

[Mr. Vibbekt, of Rockport, moves to substitute this Bill for the adverse
Report of the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.]

AN ACT

To establish Inebriate Asylums and a Board of Commis-
sioners thereof.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

CmnmmirDcaltl) of ittassadjusette.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy'
One.

1 Sect. 1. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, shall before the first day of July
3 next, appoint five competent persons who shall con"
4 stitute a board of commissioners of inebriate asylums,
5 and who shall hold their offices from the dates of their
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6 respective appointment, and for the terms of one,
7 two, three, four and five years respectively, from the
8 first day of July next. The governor shall in like
9 manner, before the first day of July in each year, ap-

-10 point a commissioner to continue in office for the
11 term of five years from said day ; atid in case of any
12 vacancy occurring in the board, by resignation or
13 otherwise, shall, in the same manner, appoint a corn-
-14 missioner for the residue of the term and may in the
15 the same manner remove any commissioner. And
16 the compensation of each of said commissioners shall
17 not exceed five dollars per day for the time actually
18 employed in the service of said commission. They
19 shall keep an account of their actual services and ex-

-20 penses, to be allowed by the governor and council.

1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the said board of
2 commissioners, upon due inquiry and observation, and
3 having reference to the necessity therefor of different
4 localities in this Commonwealth, to select four suit-
-5 able sites for the erection of as many asylums for in-
-6 ebriates; and they shall report in print to the legis-
-7 lature on or before the tenth day of January next,
8 and annually thereafter in the same manner, their
9 doings under this act or any acts supplementary

10 thereto, and shall recommend such legislation as they
11 may deem necessary, to the end that the legislature
12 may provide for the purchase of such suitable sites
13 and for the erection, establishment and maintenance
14 of four asylums for inebriates as aforesaid; but no
15 contracts shall be made and no acts done by said
16 commissioners which involve the payment of any
17 money from the treasury of the Commomvealth, ex-
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18 cept as herein before provided, without an appropria-
-19 tion expressly made by the legislature for that pur-
-20 pose.

1 Sect. 3. The object of the asylums aforesaid, shall
2 be for the medical treatment and moral control and
3 reformation of inebriates. The government of said
4 asylums shall be vested in the board of commission-
-5 ers herein established, who shall have the same pow-
-6 ers and discharge the same duties as, by the General
7 Statutes of the Commonwealth, are delegated to and
8 imposed upon the trustees of the state lunatic hos-
-9 pitals. And all the provisions of law for the super-

-10 intendence and support of the state lunatic hospitals,
11 shall apply to the asylums established by this act and
12 any acts supplementary thereto, except such as are
13 inconsistent with said acts and the object thereof.

1 Sect. 4. The said board of commissioners shall
2 have power to receive and retain, in either of said
3 asylums, all inebriates who enter said asylum volun-
-4 tarily or are there placed by the lawful order of any
5 court, or by the order of the guardian of a spend-
-6 thrift when appointed by reason of excessive drink-
-7 ing by such spendthrift, or, if such inebriate should
8 be a minor, by the order of his or her parents or
9 guardians ; and the said board of commissioners are

10 authorized and empowered to employ all inebriates
11 who are received into either of said asylums, in some
12 useful occupation in or about the said asylum; and
13 after the expenses of their support in said asylum
14 shall have been paid, all moneys accruing from their
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15 labor shall be paid to the families of such inebriates
16 respectively, and, in case any such inebriate has no
17 family, such moneys shall be paid to him or her,
18 when lawfully discharged from said asylum.

1 Sect. 5. Any person who, by reason of excessive
2 use of intoxicating drinks or narcotics, is incapable
3 of self-control, and of proper attention to, and care
4 of his affairs and family, or is thereby dangerous to
5 himself or others, shall be deemed an habitual drunk-
-6 ard, and may be committed and admitted to either of
7 said asylums in the same manner, upon the same ap-
-8 plication, and evidence of such facts, upon a similar
9 hearing, and upon order of the same persons, as by

10 the two hundred and twenty-third chapter of the acts
11 of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and acts
12 additional or amendatory thereto, are provided for the
13 commitment and admission of insane persons to the
14 state lunatic hospitals. And such habitual drunkards
15 or inebriates may be discharged from said asylums, in
16 the same manner and by the same persons, officers and
17 courts, as by law is provided for the discharge of
18 lunatics fro n the state lunatic hospitals. And it is
19 hereby further declared to be the intention of this
20 act, that all provisions of law relating to the state
21 lunatic hospitals shall apply to the asvlums estab-
-22 lished by this act, and to all persons lawfully com-

-23 mitted or admitted thereto, including persons having
24 or not having known settlements within this state,
25 and to all officers whatsoever, so far as the same are

26 properly applicable thereto, by a liberal construction
27 of the purposes of this act.
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1 Sect. 6. Any person who, after said asylums or

2 either of them shall be ready for the reception of in-
-3 mates, shall, in any court of this Commonwealth, be
4 convicted of drunkenness, may, in the discretion of the
5 court, and with the consent of said board of commis-
-6 sioners of inebriate asylums, or of any proper officer
7 of either of said asylums, under such rules and regu-
-8 lations as may be established by said board, be sen-
-9 tenced to imprisonment in either of said asylums for

10 the term provided by law as a punishment for said
11 offence, in the place of imprisonment in any jail,
12 house of correction, work-house, or house of industry
13 as by law prescribed. And whenever any person
14 shall, for the offence aforesaid, have been committed
15 by order of any court, to a jail, house of correction,
16 work-house or house of industry, the court so com-
-17 mitting, may, upon application and with the consent
18 aforesaid, cause him to be transferred to either of said
19 asylums for the unexpired term of his sentence.

1 Sect 7. The estate of any person committed to or
2 received into either of said asylums, and such person
3 shall be liable for the support of such person therein.
4 And towns, cities and the Commonwealth shall be
5 liable therefor to the same extent and in the same
6 manner as they now by law are or hereafter may be,
7 for the support of insane persons in the state lunatic
8 hospitals.

1 Sect. 8. Whoever shall sell or give away any
2 strong or spirituous liquors, or wines or fermented
3 liquors, opium, or other narcotic, or tobacco, to any
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4 person admitted or committed to either of said asylums
5 as an inebriate or confirmed drunkard, or for drunken-
-6 ness under this act, unless the same is administered
7 medicinally under the direction of some proper officer
8 of said asylums, shall be punished by imprisonment
9 in the jail not exceeding thirty days, or by fine not

10 exceeding fifty dollars.


