
HOUSE No. 216.

[Mr. Cogswell, of Salem, moves to amend the Bill concern-
ing the sale of intoxicating liquors, by adding the following
sections:—]

1 Sect. 64. There shall be appointed by the gover-
-2 nor, with the consent of the council, an officer to be
3 entitled the Constable of the Commonwealth, who
4 shall be commissioned to hold office for three years,
5 unless sooner removed. Such officer shall have an
6 office in the city of Boston. He shall appoint as
7 many deputies, not exceeding thirty, as the governor
8 and council may direct.

1 Sect. 65. The said constable and his deputies
2 shall have and exercise all the common law and
3 statutory powers of constables, except the service of
4 civil process, and also all the powers given to the
5 police or watchmen by the statutes of the Common-
-6 wealth or the charters or ordinances of the several
7 cities, concurrently with such officers, and their
8 powers as constables shall extend throughout the
9 Commonwealth. Said constable and his deputies

10 shall at all times obey all the orders of the governor
11 in relation to the preservation of the public peace
12 or the execution of the laws throughout the Com-

(HommomDErtltl) of ittassadjusctts.



2

13 monwealth; and it shall be their duty to see that the
14 laws of the Commonwealth are observed and enforced,
15 and they shall especially aid district-attorneys and
16 magistrates in procuring evidence for the detection
17 of crime committed in the Commonwealth, and shall
18 be employed in the pursuit of offenders against pub-
-19 lie justice.

1 Sect. 66. Said constable shall be paid out of the
2 treasury of the Commonwealth an annual salary of
3 three thousand dollars, in equal quarterly payments,
4 and his deputies shall be paid at the rate of four dol-
-5 lars per day when on duty, and they shall be allowed
6 their actual and necessary travelling expenses when
7 on duty, not exceeding the amounts actually paid out
8 by them ; and any other compensation or emolument
9 received by them or growing out of the performance

10 of any official duty shall be. paid over by them to the
11 treasure of the Commonwealth ; and no salary shall
12 be paid to any deputy until such deputy has made
13 oath that he has paid over all such compensation and
14 emolument. The accounts of said deputies shall be
15 verified by the affidavits of said deputies, and shall be
16 approved by the said constable before being presented
17 to the auditor of the Commonwealth, and when duly
18 audited, shall be paid out of the treasury of the Com-
-19 monwealth.

1 Sect. 67. The said constable, with approval of
2 the governor and council, shall make all needful rules
3 for the regulation of the police duties of his deputies.

1 Sect. 68. The governor shall have power at all
2 times in any emergency, of which he shall be the
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3 judge, to assume command of the whole or any part
4 of the municipal police and constabulary force of any
5 place, and to authorize the constable of the Common-
-6 wealth to command their assistance in the execution
7 of criminal process in suppressing riots and in pre-
-8 serving the peace.

1 Sect. 69. It shall be the duty of the constables of
2 the several towns and cities of the Commonwealth,
3 city marshals, chiefs of police and all other police
4 officers to aid the constable of the Commonwealth
5 and his deputies in the discharge of their duties
6 whenever seasonably notified and called upon for that
7 purpose.

1 Sect. 70 Whoever falsely assumes or pretends
2 to be the constable of the Commonwealth or a deputy
3 of the constable of. the - Commonwealth and takes
4 upon himself to act as such, or to require any person
0 to aid or assist him in a matter pertaining to the duty
6 of such officer, shall be punished by imprisonment
7 in the jail not exceeding one year, or by fine not ex-
-8 ceeding four hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 71. In all actions brought by or on account
2 of alien passengers and state paupers under the pro-
-3 visions of chapters seventy-one and seventy-two of
4 the General Statutes, the civil process may be served
6 by the constable of the Commonwealth or any one of
6 his deputies.

Sect. 72 Chapter two hundred and forty-nine of
2 the General Statutes and all acts in addition thereto or
•j amendment thereof are hereby repealed.




