
HOUSE.... No. 217.

House of Repbesentatives, March 26, 1871.

The Committee on the Fisheries, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of the selectmen and others of Raynham concerning the
fisheries in Taunton Great River, ask leave to

That these petitioners pray for the repeal of so much of sec-
tion 5 of chapter 401 of the Acts of 1855 as prohibits the taking
of shad or alewives in Taunton Great River, above Dighton and
Berkley Bridge, between the hours of 12 o’clock Thursday and
9 o’clock in the evening ofFriday immediately succeeding.

Section 5 of the Act referred to is as follows :
“ No shad or

alewives shall be taken in any part of Taunton Great River or
the Newmaskct River between the hours of nine o’clock oh
Friday evening of each week and four o’clock on Monday morn-
ing succeeding, from the first day of March to the tenth day of
June in each year hereafter, including both of said days ; and
no shad or alewives shall be taken in Taunton Great River,
above Berkley and Dighton Bridge, between the hours of
twelve o’clock in the night following Thursday of each week
and four o’clock on Monday morning succeeding, from the first
day of March to the tenth day of June in each year, including
both of said days.”
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This Act, it will be seen, secures to those engaged in the
work below the bridge the right to fish five days in .each week
(lacking only three hours), while those above the bridge are
allowed to fish but four days, though the distance between the
fishing stations is but trifling. Your Committee can find no
good reason for maintaining what appears to them to be an
unjust discrimination in favor of the fishermen located below
Berkley and Dighton Bridge; nor can your Committee find
anybody that is able to explain why such discrimination was
originally made.

Your Committee desire furthermore to state that in their
judgment Taunton Great River is already fished quite as much
as it ought to be, if it is deemed to be important to maintain an
ample supply of fish from year to year; but this fact does not
justify the discrimination contained in the Act to which we
have referred. Your Committee were not instructed to recom-
mend any change in the law looking towards the protection of
fish, but it was regarded as of importance under the circum-
stances to endeavor to protect the young alewives from being
taken on their way from the breeding ponds to the sea, and for
that purpose section two of the accompanying bill is added.
Your Committee respectfully submit with this report the Bill.

TIMOTHY DAYIS.
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AN ACT
To amend an Act to regulate the Fisheries in Taunton

Great River and Newmasket River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. So much of the fifth section of chapter
2 four hundred and one of the acts of the year eigh-
-3 teen hundred and fifty-five as provides that no shad
4 or alewives shall be taken in Taunton Great River
5 above Berkley and Dighton bridge, between the hours
6 of twelve o’clock in the night following Thursday of
7 each week and four o’clock on Monday morning suc-
-8 ceeding, from the first day of March to the tenth day
9 of June in each year, including both of said days, is

10 hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 2. Whoever catches any shad or alewives
2 either in the Newmasket or Taunton Great River at
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
One.



3 any other season of the year than between the first
4 day of March and the fifteenth day of June, shall
5 forfeit for each shad five dollars, and for each alewife
6 twenty-five cents.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.
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