
HOUSE No. 220.

House of Representatives, March 27, 1871.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was referred
the petition of Eliphalet Williams and J. L. Warriner, Presi-
dent and Clerk of Northampton Bridge, asking for an exten-
sion of their charter; also petition of Francis Edson and 16S
others, of Hadley, for a free bridge between Hadley and North-
ampton, report the accompanying Bill.

Per Order,

GEO. P. METCALF.

Commcmceoltl) of iftaasadjusette.
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One.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
fives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The bridge over Connecticut River,
2 between the towns of Northampton and Hadley,
3 including the piers and abutments thereof, is here-
-4 by laid out and shall become a public highway,
5 upon the acceptance of the award of the commis-
-6 sioners hereinafter named by the supreme judicial
7 court and entry of judgment thereon.

1 Sect. 2. The supreme judicial court, sitting in
2 any county, or any justice thereof, after such notice
3 as they may order, upon the application of the
4 selectmen of either of the towns of Northampton
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5 or Hadley, shall appoint a board of three commis-
-6 sioners ; and said commissioners having first been
7 duly sworn to the faithful and impartial discharge
8 of their duties, shall, after due notice to all the
9 parties interested, and a hearing, determine and

10 award the amount to be paid the proprietors of
11 the Northampton Bridge as damages for the lay-
-12 ing out of said bridge, piers and abutments, and
13 way as a public highway; and for the land, toll-
-11: house and all appurtenances thereof, lying west of
15 said bridge, belonging to said proprietors. Said
16 commissioners shall also determine and decree
17 what towns in the county of Hampshire are or will
18 be specially benefited by the provisions of the first
19 section of this act, and shall determine and decree
20 what proportions of the damages aforesaid shall be
21 paid by the said towns, and by the county of
22 Hampshire, respectively.
23 Said commissioners shall also determine in what
24 proportions and manner the said county of Hamp-
-25 shire and the towns benefited as aforesaid, shall
26 defray the expenses of the maintenance and repairs
27 of said bridge, abutments, piers and way and all
28 other expenses properly incurred under the provi-
-29 sions of this act. And their determination and
30 decree, or that of a major part of them, shall be
31 made in writing and reported to the supreme judi-
-32 cial court for the county of Hampshire, and also to
33 said proprietors and to each of said towns, and to
34 the county commissioners of Hampshire County.
35 And the same shall be binding upon all the parties
36 interested therein, except that the said proprietors
37 or the county commissioners of said county of
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38 Hampshire in behalf of said county or of any or
39 all of said towns affected by said decree, may ap-
-40 peal to a jury from the award of the commission-
-41 ers. And any party so appealing who shall not
42 obtain by verdict of said jury an award more fay-
-43 orable than by said decree, shall forfeit and pay all
44 costs of hearing-and trying said appeal. If neither
45 party shall so appeal to a jury within sixty days
46 after receiving the award and decree of said com-
-47 missioners as aforesaid, then the same shall be ab-
-48 solutely binding upon all the parties interested
49 therein. When the same shall have been accepted
50 and judgment entered thereon by the supreme
51 judicial court, the just fees and expenses of said
52 commissioners shall be paid by such of the parties
53 interested as the said commissioners shall decree.

1 Sect. 3. If the said proprietors shall appeal to
2 a jury from the award of the said commissioners
3 as aforesaid, the same proceedings shall be had,
4 and the same liabilities in regard to costs incurred,
5 as is provided by law in the case of laying out
6 highways by the county commissioners. The ap-
-7 plication for such jury shall be made to and acted
8 upon by the county commissioners of Hampshire
9 county, and said jury may award to said proprie-

-10 tors a different sum as damages, the award of
11 said jury shall be reported to the supreme judicial
12 court, for the county of Hampshire, and when ac-
-13 cepted, final judgment shall be entered upon the
14 award of the commissioners aforesaid, as modified
15 by the award of said jury. All damages awarded
16 and costs incurred under this section, shall be paid
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17 by the same parties, and in the same proportions,
18 as is provided in relation to the payment of dam-
-19 ages in section second, when the damages awarded
20 by the jury shall exceed those awarded by the
21 commissioners.
22 And if the said county commissioners shall ap-
-2B peal from the award of said commissioners it shall
24 be to the supreme judicial court.

1 Sect. 4. Upon the said bridge, piers, abut-
-2 ments and way becoming a highway as aforesaid,
3 the selectmen of the town of Northampton shall
4 have the care and superintendence of the same,
5 and cause them to be kept in good repair, and safe
6 and convenient for travel; the cost of the repairs,
7 care and superintendence of said bridge, its abut-
-8 ments and piers, shall be borne by such parties as
9 the board of commissioners shall determine, under

10 authority herein before granted.

1 Sect. 5. Liability for defects in the bridge, its
2 abutments and piers, shall exist on the part of the
3 towns of Northampton and Hadley in such propor-
-4 tions as the county commissioners of the county of
5 Hampshire shall determine.

4

1 Sect. G. Upon the bridge becoming a public
2 highway as herein provided, the fee simple in the
3 toll-house, land and appurtenances thereof, belong-
-4 ing to the aforesaid bridge company, lying west of
5 said bridge, shall be vested in the town of North-
G ampton, the income of which shall he used in
7 repairs and superintendence of said bridge.
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1 Sect. 7. If no application, as provided in sec-
-2 tion two, shall be made to the supreme judicial
3 court on or before the second day of March in the
4 year eighteen hundred and seventy-three, then the
5 time for which tolls are established and granted to
6 the said proprietors, by act approved March second,
7 eighteen hundred and three, is hereby extended,
8 subject to the provisions of said act, for the term
9 of twenty years from said second day of March

10 eighteen hundred and seventy-three, and subject
11 also to all the provisions of the preceding sec-
-12 tions.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


