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amended by inserting after the word "member", in the

third line, the words :— engineer or fireman, — so as to

read as foUows :— Section 1. The board of poliee for

the cit}^ of Boston shall, at his own request, retire from
aetive service and place upon a pension roll any member,
engineer or fireman of the police department in good
standing who has arrived at the age of sixty years and
who has performed active service in the department for

twenty-five consecutive years.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

A];)proved May 5, 1903.
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C%tt79.313 ^^' "^*^"^ RELATIVE TO WATER COURSES AND DRAINAGE IN THE

TOWN OF WATERTOWN.

Be it enacted^ etc., as foUoivs

:

Section 1. The town of Watertown, for the purposes

of surface and ground drainage and for the protection of

the public health, may by its selectmen from time to time

improve the brooks and natural streams and water courses

in said town by widening the same, by removing obstruc-

tions in or over them, by diverting the Avater, or by alter-

ing the courses or deepening the channels or constructing

new channels, and may conduct the water of any such

brook, stream or water coiu'se and any surface or ground
water through pipes, covered conduits or open channels,

or convert any such brook, stream or water course, whether
in its original channel or after the alteration of the course

of the same, wholly or in part, into a covered conduit

;

and for the purposes aforesaid may from time to time

purchase or take land in fee simple or otherwise, or any
right or easement in land, including any brook, stream,

pond or water course or part of any brook, stream, pond
or water course which is wholly or partly within the

boundaries of any land so purchased or taken, and may
change the course of any brook, stream or water course

so that it shall be within said boundaries, and may by the

construction of drains or othcrAvise divert any surface

water or ground Avater into any brook, stream, pipe, con-

duit or channel constructed or maintained under authority"

of this act, and for the purposes of this act may conduct

any brook, stream or drain across an}' railroad or street

railway.location, or across, along or under any way, with-

out unnecessarily obstructing the same ; and may enter
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upon any land or way or do any work thereon which the

selectmen may deem necessary for said purposes, and

may make such improvements on the land so taken or

purchased as the selectmen shall deem necessary for the

protection of the public health or for protecting the water

of any brook, stream, water course, drain, conduit or

channel against pollution or obstruction, and may con-

struct such walks or Avays thereon as the selectmen may
deem necessary for ])ublic convenience, and may also enter

upon the location of any railroad or railway corporation,

by agreement with said corporation, for the purpose of

improving in the manner hereinbefore provided brooks

and natural streams flowing under or at the side of the

railroad or rail^^'ay tracks and within such location, and

may do any work thereon which said selectmen shall deem
necessary ; and for the purposes of this act may enter into

any contracts or agreements with any person or cor-

poration.

Section 2. When an}'- land or easement or right is Taking of

taken under the provisions of the preceding section the ^^
' ^

^'

proceedings for the taking shall be the same as the pro-

ceedings in the laying out of town ways, A description Description of

and plan of the land, easements or water or other rights bTflied for"

so taken shall, within sixty days after the taking of the ^'^o^'i-

same, be filed for record by the town in the registry of

deeds for the southern district of the county of Mid-
dlesex.

Section 3. All claims for damages sustained by the Damages,

taking of lands, rights or easements under authority of

this act, otherwise than by purchase, or by any other act

done under authority hereof, shall be ascertained and

recovered in the manner noAV provided by law in the case

of land taken for laying out town ways in said town :

provided, that, except in the case of lands taken under Proviso.

the provisions of law for the assessment of betterments,

in estimating the damages sustained by any person by the

taking of his property, or by any other thing done by
virtue of this act, there shall be allowed by way of set-

off' the benefit, if any, to the property of such person

resulting from the taking or from any other act so done.

Section 4. At any time within two years after any Assessment of,1 ,ii J ill' betterments.
brook or natural stream or water course or tlie drainage

in said town has been improved in any of the ways men-
tioned or referred to in the first section of this act, under
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a vote declaring the same to be done under the provisions

of law authorizing the assessment of betterments, if in

the opinion of the selectmen any real estate in said town,

including that, if any, of which a part is taken therefor,

receives any benefit or advantage therefrom beyond the

general advantiige to all real estate in said town, the select-

men may determine the value of such benefit and advan-

tage to said real estate and may assess upon the same a

proportionate share of the expense of making such im-

provement ; but no such assessment shall exceed one half

of such adjudged benefit and advantage, nor shall the

same be made until the work of making such improvement
is completed. All laws now or hereafter in force relative

to the assessment and collection of betterments in the case

of the laying out, altering, widening, gi-ading or discon-

tinuing of ways in said town shall, so far as they may be

applicable and not inconsistent Avith the provisions of this

act, apply to the doings of the selectmen and of the town
under this act ; and all persons Avho are aggrieved by the

assessment of betterments under the provisions of this act

shall have the same remedies now or hereafter provided

by law for persons aggrieved by the assessment or levy of

betterments in the laying out of ways in said town.

Section 5. No land, water rights or other rights shall

be purchased as herein authorized, nor shall any of the

work and acts herein authorized be undertaken or con-

tracts therefor be made, until an appropriation has been

made of the moneys to be expended therefor.

Section 6. If in the opinion of the selectmen it is not

necessary for the town to retain the whole of the land or

water rights which may be purchased or taken for the

purposes of this act, such land or rights as it may no

longer be necessary for the town to retain may be sold

and conveyed by the town, provided such sale is author-

ized by vote of a majority of the voters of the town present

and voting thereon at a town meeting duly called for the

purpose.

Section 7. No person shall, without lawful authority,

disturb, injure or destroy any work of said town con-

structed or maintained for the purposes of this act, nor

pollute the waters of an}^ brook, stream, water course,

drain, conduit or channel in said town, nor put or main-

tain any obstruction therein. "Whoever violates any pro-

vision of this section shall for each offence be punished by
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a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or by imprison-

ment in the house of correction for a term not exceeding

three months, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

A2)proved May 5, 1903.

An Act to authorize the town of watertown to refund /nr7„ o-i^

CERTAIN INDEBTEDNESS.
''

Be it enacted, etc., as folloios:

Section 1 . The town of Watertown is hereby author- Town of

ized to renew or refund b}^ the issue of new securities mifyrefumi

certain of its outstanding notes, to wit : — Notes to the dewedness.

amount of five thousand dollars issued on account of the

widening of Watertown street, and matui'ing in the year

nineteen hundred and four ; notes to the amount of three

thousand dollars issued on account of the widening of

Mount Auburn street, and maturing in the year nineteen

hundred and five ; notes to the amount of fifty-nine thou-

sand dollars issued on account of construction of sewers,

and maturing in the year nineteen hundred and six ; notes

to the amount of twenty-four thousand dollars issued on

account of the widening of Mount Auburn street, and

maturing in the year nineteen hundred and seven ; notes

to the amount of four thousand dollars issued on account

of permanent improvements in highways, and maturing in

the year nineteen hundred and nine ; notes to the amount
of ten thousand dollars issued on account of permanent

improvements in highways, and maturing in the year

nineteen hundred and ten ; and notes to the amount of

twelve thousand dollars issued on account of sewer debts,

and maturing in the year nineteen hundred and eleven.

The secm'ities authorized by this act to be issued shall be payment of

payable as folloAvs : — Those issued on account of sewer «ec«"*ies.

debts in periods not exceeding thirty years from the dates

of issue of the new securities, and securities issued on

account of all other debts so renewed or refunded in

periods not exceeding twenty years from the dates of

issue of the new securities : provided, that said securities Proviso,

shall be paid in such annual or serial payments as will

extinguish within the time specified in this act the debts

on account of which they are issued.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 5^ 1903.


