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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
One.

AN ACT

To provide for a Union Passenger Station and for the
removal of Railroad Tracks from certain public ways

and grounds in the City of Worcester.

[As amended and ordered to a third reading.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority <f
the same, as follows:—

1 Sect. 1. The Boston and Albany Bailroad Com-
-2 pany, the Norwich and Worcester Railroad Company,
3 the Providence and Worcester Railroad Company, the
4 Worcester and Nashua Railroad Company and the
5 Boston, Bane and Gardner Railroad Corporation
6 may and shall unite in a station in the city of Wor-



2

7 cester, for the accommodation of the passenger traffic
8 of all said corporations. Said station shall be located
9 on the northerly side of the main tracks of the

10 Boston and AlbanyRailroad Company, between Green
11 street and Grafton street, or upon the easterly side of
12 said Grafton street and not more than fifteen hundred
13 feet distant therefrom.

1 Sect. 2. Said station shall be erected and kept in
2 repair at the sole expense of the Boston and Albany
3 Railroad Company. Said company for the purposes
4 of said station and for providing suitable approaches
5 thereto, may purchase or take such land within the
6 limits aforesaid, including the location of any street
7 or way, as the board of railroad commissioners deter-

-8 mines to be necessary.

1 Sect. 3. Said station shall be used by all said cor-
-2 porations, the other corporations severally yielding
3 and paying to the Boston and Albany Railroad Com-
-4 pany a reasonable rent for the use thereof, which, if
5 not agreed by the parties, shall be determined, and
6 may be revised and altered from time to time at inter-
-7 vals of not less than three years, by the board of rail-
-8 road commissioners, upon a petition presented to
9 said board by either of said corporations.

1 Sect. 4. The Boston and Albany Railroad Com-
-2 pany shall, as soon as practicable after the passage of
3 this act, cause plans and drawings to be prepared of
4 said proposed station, exhibiting its form, dimensions
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5 and arrangement, and its location with reference to
6 the adjacent streets and to the tracks of all said cor-
-7 porations located or proposed to be located in the
8 vicinity thereof, and shall submit said plans and
9 drawings, when completed, to the board of railroad

10 commissioners for its approval. Said board, after
11 due notice to all said corporations and to the mayor
12 and aldermen of said city and a hearing of all said
13 parties to be had in said city, may approve the same

14 or order such changes, alterations and improvements
15 to be made in said station and in the location thereof
16 within the limits aforesaid, and in the arrangement
17 and location of said tracks, as in their judgment the
18 safety and convenience of the public and the interests
19 of all said corporations require; and all orders and
20 directions of said board in respect thereto shall be
21 binding on all said*corporations.

1 Sect. 5. Said station shall be completed and ready
2 for the use of all said corporations within two years
3 after the passage of this act.

1 Sect. 6. The board of railroad commissioners
2 shall, upon the application of cither of said corpora-
-3 tions, and after due notice and hearing of all the
4 parties interested, make and establish such rules and
5 regulations for the use of said station by said corpora-
-6 tions, as it deems just and reasonable ; and after like
7 notice and hearing may change the same from time to
8 time, and such rules and regulations shall be binding
9 upon all said corporations.
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1 Sect. 7. After the completion of said station, and
2 within three years after the passage of this act, the
3 Boston and Albany Railroad Company may discon-
-4 tinue the present location of its railroad between the
5 south line of Shrewsbury street and the Foster street
6 station in said city; and the Norwich and Worcester
7 Railroad Company may and shall discontinue the
S present location of its railroad between said Foster
9 street station and the south line ofPark street in said

10 city ; and the Worcester and Nashua Railroad Com-
-11 pany may and shall discontinue the present location
12 of its railroad between the easterly line of Union
13 street and the south line of said Park street; and said
li two last named companies may discontinue all or any
15 part of the present locations of their railroads re-

-16 spectively, between the south line of said Park street
17 and the Boston and Albany Railroad at the junction
18 depot in said city. Upon the discontinuance of any
19 location as aforesaid, all tracks shall forthwith be
20 removed therefrom, unless allowed to remain tempo-
-21 rarily by the mayor and aldermen of said city.

1 Sect. 8. The Boston and Albany Railroad Com-
-2 pany shall pay to the Worcester and Nashua Railroad
3 Company and to the Norwich and W orcester Rail-
-4 road Company, upon the discontinuance by them of
5 their locations required to be discontinued by the
6 preceding section, such sums as may be agreed by the

7 parties, or, in case of disagreement, as the board of
8 railroad commissioners, upon the application of said

9 companies and a hearing of the parties, determines to
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10 be just and reasonable, in full compensation for any and
11 all rights which, said companies respectively may then
12 have under existing contracts and leases to use the
13 passenger station and tracks of said first named com-
-14 pany at or near Foster street in said city. If either
15 party is dissatisfied with the award of said board,
16 such party may have said compensation determined
17 by a jury, upon application in writing therefor to the
18 superior court, at any term thereof holden within
19 the county of Worcester within one year after the
20 publication of such aw’ard ; and thereupon said court
21 shall, after due notice to the other party, order a trial
22 by jury, to be had at the bar of the court, in the same
23 manner as other civil causes are there tried by jury.

1 Sect. 9. The Norwich and Worcester Railroad
2 Company may extend its railroad from the junction
3 depot in said city to said union passenger station ;

4 and the Providence and Worcester Railroad Company
5 may extend its railroad from its present terminus at
6 Green street in said city to said union passenger
7 station; and for the purposes aforesaid, said cor-
-8 porations respectively may take such portions of the
9 location of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company

10 as the parties agree, or, in case of disagreement, as

11 the board of railroad commissioners determines.

1 Sect. 10. The Boston, Barre and Gardner Rail-
-2 road Corporation may extend its railroad to said
3 union passenger station, and for that purpose may
4 locate, construct and maintain its railroad within the
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5 location of any other railroad corporation in said
6 city, at such places and upon such terms as the par-
-7 ties agree, or, in 'case of disagreement, as the board
8 of railroad commissioners determines.

1 Sect. 11. The Norwich and Worcester Railroad
2 Company, the Providence and Worcester Railroad
3 Company, the Worcester and Nashua Railroad Com-
-4 pany, and the Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad
5 Corporations, may and shall unite in the location and
6 construction of one or more railroad tracks for their
7 joint use, commencing at a point on the line of the Wor-
-8 cester and Nashua Railroad at or near Bridge street in
9 said city, and extending by a curved line across Bridge

10 street, Mechanic street, and Front street, to a point
11 on the line of the Boston and Albany Railroad east
12 of Green street. Said tracks may be constructed and
13 maintained at the joint expense of all said corpora-
-14 tions, or at the expense of either or any of them, as
15 they agree ; and in case said companies cannot agree
16 upon the proportion of such expense to be paid by
17 each, or upon the compensation to be paid by any
18 one of them not contributing to such expense for the
19 use of said tracks, or if they cannot agree in what
20 manner said tracks shall be used by said corporations
21 respectively, the same shall be determined by the board
22 of railroad commissioners upon an application made
23 to said board by either or any of said corporations.
24 Said tracks shall pass over said Bridge street, Mechan-
-25 ic street and Front street by suitable bridges; and
26 said tracks and bridges shall be located, constructed
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27 and arranged in such manner and form as the board
28 of railroad commissioners determines and directs,
29 after due notice and hearing of said corporations
30 and the mayor and aldermen of said city.

1 Sect. 12. Upon the completion of said union
2 passenger station, the Providence and Worcester
3 Railroad Company may discontinue its present pas-
-4 senger station at Green street, and the Boston and
5 Albany Railroad Company may discontinue its pres-
-6 ent passenger stations at Foster street and Washing-
-7 ton square, in said city.

1 Sect. 13. The Worcester and Nashua Railroad
2 Company shall maintain at its own cost, upon its
3 land north of Lincoln square in said city, a suitable
4 passenger station for the accommodation of the local
5 passenger traffic of said company and of the Boston,
6 Barre and Gardner Railroad Corporation; said last
7 named corporation yielding and paying to the corpo-
-8 ration first named, a reasonable rent for the use
9 thereof, which, if not agreed by the parties, shall

10 be determined, and may be revised and altered from
11 time to time, at intervals of not less than three years,
12 by the board of railroad commissioners, upon a peti-
-13 tion presented to said board by either of said corpo-
-14 rations.

1 Sect. 14. Nothing in this act shall be construed
2 to authorize or require the discontinuance of thejunc-
-3 tion depot in said city; but said corporations may
4 pass said depot with express trains without stopping.



1 Sect. 15. Said corporations may severally or joint-
-2 ly purchase or take such lands as are necessary for
3 any and all the purposes aforesaid, or for additional
4 .tracks, and may also take such lands in said city for
5 depot and station purposes as the board of railroad
6 commissioners determines to be necessary for the
7 convenient transaction of their business. Said cor-
-8 porations shall file locations of all lands so taken
9 within three years after the passage of this act.

10 iSo land so taken or purchased for depot or station

11 purposes shall be exempt from taxation.

1 Sect 16. Said corporations respectively, may sell

2 and convey all their right, title and interest in and to
3 any land occupied by them for railroad purposes, the

4 use of which is discontinued under the provisions of
5 this act.

1 Sect. 17. For the purposes aforesaid, said cor-
-2 porations respectively, may make any changes in the

3 grade and construction of their railroads, and with

4 the consent of the mayor and aldermen of said city,
5 may raise, lower, alter the course of or otherwise
6 change any streets or ways in said city.

1 Sect. 18. In the exercise of the powers granted
2 by this act, said corporations, and any person or cor-

-3 poration sustaining damage, shall have all the rights,
4 privileges and remedies, and be subject to all the
5 duties, liabilities and restrictions which are or may
6 be provided by the general laws in the like cases,

7 except as herein otherwise provided.
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1 Sect. 19. After the completion of said union pas-
-2 senger station, the supreme judicial court or any jus-
-3 tice thereof, in term time or vacation, shall have juris-
-4 diction in equity, upon the application of the mayor
5 and aldermen of said city, to enjoin any of said corpo-
-6 rations from crossing with their engines or cars any
7 of the streets in said city, their location over which
8 is by this act required to be discontinued; but this
9 remedy shall not prejudice any other legal remedy

10 for any violation of the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 20. rlhe Boston, Hartford and Erie Rail-
-2 road Company shall have the same rights and privi-
-3 leges, and for the same period, in the new locations
4 and station accommodations provided for in this act,
5 as in the corresponding locations and station accom-

-6 modations of the Norwich and Worcester Railroad
7 Company hereby authorized or required to be dis-
-8 continued.

1 Sect. 21. To provide for the expenditures author-
-2 ized or required to be made by said corporations re-
-3 spectively under this act, the Boston, Barre andGar-
d-4 ner Railroad Corporation may, subject to the provis-
-5 ions of the general laws, increase its capital stock
6 by a necessary amount, not exceeding two hundred
7 thousand dollars, in addition to the amount now

8 authorized by law ; and said other corporations, with-
-9 in the limits of their respective capitals now author-

-10 ized by the laws of this state for any purpose, may
11 issue from time to time, such a number of shares of

2
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12 one hundred dollars each, to be disposed of as here-
-13 inafter provided as shall be sufficient, including the
14 proceeds of all lands sold by them respectively under
15 the sixteenth section of this act, to produce the amounts
16 required for the purposes aforesaid. All shares so
17 issued shall be sold to the highest bidder at public
18 auction in the city of Boston, and notice of the time and
19 place of such sale shall be published on at least five
20 different days during the two weeks immediately pre-
-21 ceding the sale, in the newspaper in which the general
22 laws are published, and at least two other daily news-
-23 papers in the city of Boston. The number of shares
24 so sold by any one of said corporations on one and
25 the same day, shall not exceed two thousand.

1 Sect. 22. The mayor and aldermen of the city of
2 Worcester, upon the discontinuance of the railroad
3 location between Foster street station and Shrews-
-4 bury street, as herein before provided, may and shall
5 extend said Foster street, with a width of not less
6 than sixty feet, from its present eastern terminus,
7 over such discontinued location as near as may be, to
S' Summer street; and upon the discontinuance of the
9 railroad locations south of Park street, or any part

10 thereof, as herein before provided, may and shall lay
11 out and construct a street over such discontinued 10-12
12 cations, as near as may be, running southerly from
13 said Park street. The decree of said mayor and
14 aldermen laying out said extension or street shall
15 be final without further proceedings. Said city shall
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16 maintain suitable railroad tracks upon said exten-
-17 sion and street, to be connected with the tracks of one
18 or more of said corporations, for the accommodation
19 of the business establishments on the line thereof
20 which are accommodated by existing railroad tracks.
21 Said tracks shall be operated by horse power, or such
22 other motive power as said mayor and aldermen from
23 time to time permit. All damages occasioned to any
24 person or corporation by reason of the laying out and
25 construction of said extension or street, shall be as-

-26 sessed in the manner provided by law in regard to the
27 laying out of streets in said city, and shall be paid
28 by said city; and estates receiving benefit from the
29 laying out of said extension or street, shall be liable
30 to assessment therefor as is provided by law in re-
-31 spect to streets and ways in said city.

1 Sect. 23. Chapter two hundred and sixty-four of
2 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine,
3 entitled “ An Act in relation to union passenger and
4 freight depots in Worcester,” is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 24. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




