
HOUSE.... No, 459.

House op Repbesentatives, May 22, 1871.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was referred
the Bill, introduced on leave, in relation to the sealing of
weights and measures, report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

MOODY MERRILL.

Cominomucaltl) of illassadjusctta.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows

1 Sect. 1. The mayor and aldermen of each city
2 and the selectmen of each town, shall annually, in
3 April, appoint one or more sealers of weights and
4 measures ; and whenever it may be necessary for the
5 proper discharge of the duties of the office, they may
6 appoint one or more deputy sealers. Each of the
7 said officers shall hold his officer for one year from
8 the first day in May following his appointment, unless
9 sooner removed as hereinafter provided.

1 Sect. 2. Every sealer of weights and measures,
2 before performing any official act by himself or
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3 deputy, shall be sworn and may be required to give
4 bonds with sureties for the faithful discharge of the
5 duties of his office, and the deputy sealers shall be
6 sworn before proceeding to their duties.

1 Sect. 3. Sealers of weights and measures and
2 deputy sealers may be removed from office by the
3 mayors of cities or the selectmen of towns, whenever
4 in the opinion of the mayor or selectmen, the inter-
-5 ests of the city or town require such removal; and
6 whenever any vacancy occurs in consequence of death,
7 resignation or removal, the mayor and aldermen or

8 selectmen may appoint others in their places.

1 Sect. 4. Sealers of weights and measures and
2 deputy sealers shall receive such compensation for
3 their services as may be fixed by the city, or select-
-4 men of the town, within which they are appointed,
5 and no fee shall be charged for any official duty they
6 may perform.

1 Sect. 5. All persons using scales, weights,
2 measures or milk-cans for the purpose of buying, sell-
-3 ing, or publicly weighing or measuring any goods,
4 wares, merchandise or other commodities, shall have
5 them adjusted, sealed and recorded by the sealer of
6 weights and measures in the city or town in which
7 the parties using the same shall have their usual place
8 of business, and shall thereafter be responsible for

9 the correctness and exactness of the same: provided,
10 however, that they shall have the right to have such



[May,WEIGHTS AND MEASURES4

11 scales, weights, measures and milk-cans tested and
12 adjusted at the office of the sealer of weights and
13 measures whenever they desire to do so.

1 Sect. 6. The sealer of weights and measures in
2 each city and town shall go once a year, and oftener
3 if necessary, to every hay and coal scale, dormant or
4 other platform balance of five thousand pounds and
5 upwards, within said city or town, and may, when
6 necessary, go to dormant scales of less capacity, and
7 test the accuracy of and adjust and seal the same, and
8 whenever it becomes necessary to test them more than
9 once a year, the owner or party having charge of the

10 scale shall transport the duplicates of the standard
11 from and to the office at their own expense.

1 Sect. 7. Persons using any scales, weights,
2 measures or milk-cans for the purpose of buying, sell-
-3 ing, or publicly weighing or measuring any com-

-4 modity, may have the scales, weights, measures or

5 milk-cans so used tested and sealed whenever they
6 desire, at the office of the sealer of weights and
7 measures in the city or town where they may have
8 their usual place of business.

1 Sect. 8. Sealers of weights and measures are

2 authorized and required to enter stores and shops and
3 test any scale, weight, measure or milk-can found
4 therein, and used for the purpose of buying or selling,
5 whenever they have reasonable cause to believe that
6 said scales, weights or measures are incorrect; and
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7 whenever a complaint is made to a sealer, under oath,
8 by any person that has reasonable cause to believe
9 that any scale, weight or measure used in the sale of

10 any commodity within the city or town, is incorrect,
11 the said sealer shall go to the place where such scale,
12 weight or measure is, and test and mark the same
13 according to the result of the test applied thereto;
14 and any person using any scales, weights or measures
15 or milk-cans after a sealer of weights and measures
16 has demanded permission to test the same and has
17 been refused such permission, shall be subject to the
18 penalty provided in section eleven.

1 Sect. 9. To any scale that is found to be incor-
-2 rect, and which cannot be adjusted by the sealer, he
3 shall attach a notice certifying the fact, and forbidding
4 the use thereof until the same has been made to con-
-5 form to the authorized standard. On measures and
6 milk-cans that cannot be made to conform to the
7 standard he shall stamp the word “ condemned.” On
8 weights that cannot be made to conform to the stand-
-9 ard he shall stamp the letters “ CD. ”

; and no per-
il) son shall thereafter use the same for the purpose of
11 weighing or measuring any commodity sold or ex-

-12 changed, or remove, or suffer to be removed, the
13 notice forbidding the use of said scales until they
14 have been made to conform to the standard.

1 Sect. 10. No person shall use any scale, weight,
2 measure or milk-can, for the purpose of buying, sell-

-3 ing or publicly weighing or measuring any commod-
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4 ity, until the same has been sealed and recorded as
5 before provided, and no person shall alter any weight,
b measure, milk-can, scale, balance or beam after the
7 same has been adjusted and sealed, so that the same
8 thereby shall not conform to the authorized standard,

1 Sect. 11. It shall be the duty of each sealer of
2 weights and measures to enter complaints of any vio-
-3 lations of the three preceding sections ; and any per-
-4 son convicted of such violation shall, for each offence,
5 be punished by a fine of not less than twenty nor

6 more than one hundred dollars

1 Sect. 12. No sealer shall take his standards of
2 weights and measures or balances from the office for
3 the purpose of adjusting others.

1 Sect. 13. For every neglect of any duty pre-
-2 scribed in sections eight, twelve and thirteen, the
3 sealer shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty dollars.

1 Sect. 14. Every city and town shall, within the
2 first ten days of January and July in each year, ad-
-3 vertise the several sections of this act by publishing
4 them in some newspaper printed in such city or town,
5 or by posting them up in one or more public places
b therein, or by leaving a copy at the places where
7 scales, weights or measures are used.

1 Sect. 15. The eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, four-
-2 teenth, fifteenth and sixteenth sections of the fifty-
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3 first chapter of the General Statutes, and chapter one
4 hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of the year one
5 thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and chapter
6 two hundred and eighteen of the acts of the year one

7 thousand eight hundred and seventy, and all acts and
8 parts of acts inconsistent with this act, are hereby
9 repealed.

1 Sect. 16. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




