
HOUSE No. 473.

House of Representatives, May 24, 1871.

The Committee on Railways, who were instructed to consider
the expediency of further legislation in regard to connecting
railroads, report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

J. E. SANFORD.

Commmuuealti) af illassacljusetts.
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AN ACT
To define the relations of connecting Railroads.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. If one railroad corporation is authorized
2 by law to enter with its road upon, unite the same
3 with and use the road of another such corporation,
4 each corporation may so enter upon, unite with and
5 use the road of the other corporation.

1 Sect. 2. If the road of one railroad corporation
2 crosses, joins or intersects the road of another such
3 corporation on a level therewith, the corporations
4 shall connect their said roads by convenient tracks
5 and switches for the interchange of passengers,

freight and cars, and may take land necessary there-

<£ommomucaltl) of ittassadjusette.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
One.
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7 for, subject to the provisions of the general laws relat-
-8 ing to the taking of land for the location of rail-
-9 roads ; and such roads shall be deemed to be connect-

10 ing roads within the meaning of the first section of
11 this act.

1 Sect. 3. Every railroad corporation shall prompt-
-2 ly, at reasonable times and for a reasonable compen-
-3 sation, draw over its road the passengers, freight and
4 cars tendered to it by any other corporation whose
5 road connects with its own, and shall promptly for-
-6 ward and deliver such passengers and freight and all
7 passengers and freight received or tendered to it upon
8 its own road, to any other corporation whose road
9 connects with its own, according to their destination,

10 consignment or the directions accompanying the same.
11 Freight so consigned or directed to be transported
12 over a connecting road, shall be forwarded and deliv-
-13 ered to such connecting road without change of cars,
14 if the cars conveying the same, whether its own or
15 received from a connecting road, contain a full aver-
16 age load

1 Sect. 4. Every railroad corporation shall, for a

2 reasonable compensation, provide upon its own road
3 convenient and suitable depot and station accommo-
-4 dations for the passengers, freight and cars tendered
5 to it by any other such corporation whose road con-

-6 nects with its own, and shall receive, forward and
7 deliver the same with the same promptness and de-
-8 spatch, and in the same manner it receives, forwards
9 and delivers its own passengers, freight and cars.



4 [May,CONNECTING RAILROADS.

1 Sect. 5. If the corporations cannot agree upon
2 the times, the manner, or the terms and conditions of
3 transacting the business or furnishing the accommo-
-4 dations aforesaid for each other, the board of railroad
5 commissioners, upon the petition of either party and
6 notice to the other, shall, after hearing the parties,
7 and having regard to the convenience and interest of
8 the corporations and the public to be accommodated,
9 fix the times and rates of compensation aforesaid, and

10 determine all questions between the parties in rela-
-11 tion to the transportation of passengers, freight and
12 cars, and the transaction of anv other business over

13 or connected with their respective roads in which
14 they are jointly interested, and the manner in which
15 the same shall be done, and apportion to the parties
16 their respective shares of the expenses, receipts and
17 income pertaining thereto. The compensation to be
18 paid by the respective parties may be fixed at specific
19 rates, or by proportionally dividing the receipts of
20 joint business, or otherwise as may be just and rea-
-21 sonable.

1 Sect. 6. The award of the commissioners or of a
2 major part of them shall be binding upon the parties
3 until amended by said commissioners upon a petition,
4 notice and hearing as aforesaid ; but a second amend-
-5 ment of such award shall not be made, nor an appli-
-6 cation therefor entertained, within one year after the
7 orignal award.

1 Sect. 7. Any award or amendment thereof, made
2 as aforesaid, shall, upon the request in writing of
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3 either party, filed within thirty days after the same is
4 made, be returned into the supreme judicial court,
5 and shall then be subject to revision in the same man-

-6 ner as if the commissioners had been appointed by
7 said court; and if confirmed wholly or in part by the
8 court, shall take effect as far as practicable from the
9 date of the making thereof, and the court may enforce

10 the same from said date by all needful orders and de-
ll crees.

1 Sect. 8. The road of a corporation within the
2 meaning of this act shall include all the road in use
3 by such corporation, whether owned or operated
4 under a lease or other contract.

1 Sect. 9. Sections one hundred and seventeen and
2 one hundred and eighteen of chapter sixty-three of
3 the General Statutes are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




