
HOUSE. No. 113.

House of Representatives, February 27, 1872.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was re-
ferred the petition of C. C. Wright and others of Agawam, for
the toll-bridge now existing between Springfield and West
Springfield to be made free, have met and heard the parties
interested therein, and report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

B. P. HAYES,

PETITION.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of
Massachusetts.

Respectfully represent the subscribers, inhabitants of Spring-
field, West Springfield and vicinity, that public necessity and
convenience demand that the toll-bridge now existing between
Springfield and West Springfield should be made free.

Wherefore we respectfully request and humbly pray that an
Act may be passed which shall abolish tolls upon said bridge,
and make it free to the public for travel,

C. C. WRIGHT and others,

(Commomuroltl) of illaasad)usctts.
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AN ACT
To establish a Free Bridge over the Connecticut River,

between Springfield and West Springfield.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The bridge over the Connecticut River
2 betweenjthe city of Springfield and the town of West
3 Springfield, including its piers and abutments, is
4 hereby laid out and shall become a public highway
5 on the first day of June next, and no tolls shall be
6 demanded or received for passing thereon on or after
7 that date.

1 Sect. 2. The supreme judicial court sitting in
2 any county, or any justice thereof, after such notice
3 as they may order upon the application of the pro-

CommomDcaltl) of ilTassacfyusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
Two.
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4 prietors of the Springfield Bridge, or of ten legal
5 voters of the city of Springfield or of the town of
6 West Springfield, shall appoint a board of commis-
-7 sioners consisting of three disinterested and suitable
8 persons, not residents of the county of Hampden, and
9 said commissioners, having been duly sworn to the

10 faithful and impartial discharge of their duties, shall,
11 after due notice to all the parties interested, and a
12 hearing, determine and award the amount to be paid
13 the said proprietors of the Springfield Bridge as
14 damages for the laying out of said bridge, piers and
15 abutments and way as a public highway, and for the
16 land, toll-house and all appurtenances thereof belong-

-17 ing to the said company. Said commissioners shall
18 also determine and decree what cities and towns in
19 the county of Hampden are or will be specially bene-

-20 fited by the provisions of the first section of this act,
21 and shall determine and decree what proportions of
22 the damages aforesaid shall be paid by the said cities
23 and towns, and by the county of Hampden, respect-
-24 ively. Said commissioners shall also determine in
25 what proportions and manner the said county of
26 Hampden, and cities and towns benefited as afore-
-27 said, shall defray the expenses of the maintenance
28 and repairs of said bridge, abutments, piers and way,
29 and all other expenses properly incurred under the
30 provisions of this act. And their determination and
31 decree, or that of a major part of them, shall be made
32 in writing, and reported to the supreme judicial court
33 for the county of Hampden, and also to said propri-
-34 etors of the Springfield Bridge, and to each of said
35 cities and towns, and to the county commissioners of
36 Hampden County. And the same shall be binding
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37 upon all the parties interested therein, except that
38 the said proprietors of the Springfield Bridge may
39 appeal to a jury from the award of the commissioners.
40 And if the said corporation shall not appeal to a jury
41 within sixty days after receiving the award and decree

J J O

42 of said commissioners as aforesaid, then the same
43 shall be absolutely binding upon all the parties inter-
-44 ested therein. When the same shall have been ac-
-45 cepted and judgment entered thereon by the supreme
46 judicial court, the just fees and expenses of said
47 commissioners shall be paid by such of the parties
48 interested as the said commissioners may decree.

1 Sect. 3. If the said bridge corporation shall
2 appeal to a jury from the award of the said commis-
-3 sioners as aforesaid, their application for a jury shall
4 be made to and acted upon by the county commis-
-5 sioners of Worcester County, and the jurors shall be
6 drawn from said county, but the hearing may be had
7 before said jury in the county of Hampden, In all
8 other respects the same proceedings shall be had, and
9 the same liability shall exist in regard to costs incurred

10 as is provided by law in the case of laying out high-
-11 ways by the county commissioners. The said jury may
12 revise the award of said commissioners, so far as re-
-13 lates to the amount to be paid to the said bridge cor-
-14 poration, and shall report their award to the supreme
15 judicial court for the county of Hampden, and when
16 the same shall have been accepted final judgment
17 shall be entered upon the award of the commissioners
18 aforesaid as modified by the award of said jury. All
19 damages awarded and costs incurred under this sec-
-20 tion, shall be paid by the same parties and in the



1872.] HOUSE—No. 112, 5

21 same proportions as provided in relation to the pay-
-22 ment of damages in section second.

1 Sect. 4. Upon the said bridge, piers, abutments
2 and way becoming a highway as aforesaid, the city
3 council of the city of Springfield and the selectmen
4 of the town of West Springfield shall have the care
5 and superintendence of the same, and cause them to
6 be kept in good repair and safe and convenient for
7 travel; the cost of the repairs, care and superintendence
8 of said bridge, its abutments and piers, shall be
9 borne by such parties as the board of commissioners

10 shall determine under authority herein before granted.

1 Sect. 5. Liability for defects in the bridge, its
2 abutments and piers shall exist on the part of the city
3 of Springfield, and the town of West Springfield, in
4 such proportions as the county commissioners of the
5 county of Hampden shall determine.

1 Sect. 6. Upon the bridge becoming a public high-
-2 way, as herein provided, the fee simple in the toll-
-3 house, land and appurtenances thereof, belonging to
4 the aforesaid bridge corporation, lying east of said
5 bridge, shall be vested in the city of Springfield,
6 and the income thereof, or the proceeds, in case of a
7 sale thereof, shall be used in paying for repairs and
8 superintendence of said bridge

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




