
HOUSE No. 277.

House op Representatives, March 30, 1872.

The Committee on Harbors, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of the citizens of Brookline for change of boundary and
other purposes, report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

J. W. PHELPS.

Cmnmomoeoltl) of iHossadjusctts.
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AN ACT
To change the Boundary between Brookline and Boston,

and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled ', and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The boundary line between the town of
2 Brookline and the city of Boston is hereby changed as

3 follows; First, beginning at the stone post in the pres-
-4 ent boundary line on the northerly side of Washing-
-5 ton street in Brookline, and running generally north-
-6 easterly in the centre of Muddy River about four
7 hundred and fifty-five feet; thence north thirty-eight
8 degrees east, parallel to the easterly side of Brookline
9 Avenue and eighty-five feet distant therefrom, eight

10 hundred feet to a corner; thence turning a right an-

il gle to the west and running one hundred and forty-
-12 five feet to the north-westerly side of Brookline Ave-
-13 nue; thence north-easterly along said side of said

(Eommomomltl) of XHassadjusette.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
Two.
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14 avenue five hundred and fifty feet; thence north-west-
-15 erly about eighty feet to the centre of Muddy River.
16 Second, beginning in the centre of Muddy River
17 at a point on the southerly side of Longwood Avenue
18 bridge, and running south fifty-five minutes, west six
19 hundred and feet ten to the centre of said river. Third,
20 beginning at the corner of the present boundary line
21 in the centre of Charles River, and running easterly
22 on the centre line of saidriver forty feet, thence south-
-23 erly along the easterly side of Saint Mary’s Street to
24 Toy Street; thence south-easterly along the easterly
25 line of Saint Mary’s Street extended, parallel to the
26 present boundary line and forty feet distant therefrom,
27 to the centre of Muddy River; thence south-westerly
28 along said centre about forty-one feet to the present
29 boundary corner. This third change is made by run-
-30 ning a line parallel to and forty feet from, and east-
-31 erly of the present boundary line between Charles
32 River and Muddy River. The bearings herein given
33 are the magnetic bearings. The new boundary line
34 is laid down on a plan thereof made by George Tyler,
35 civil engineer, and signed by the selectmen of Brook-
-36 line, which is deposited in the office of the secretary
37 of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The town of Brookline and the city of
2 Boston may erect and maintain a dam, with a tide-
-3 gate therein, across Muddy River at its intersection
4 with Brookline Avenue, in Boston, near the street
5 now or formerly called Appleton Place, for the pur-
-6 pose of preventing the tide from flowing up said
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7 river. If the city of Boston shall refuse or neglect,
8 after thirty days’ notice, to unite with the town of
9 Brookline in erecting said dam and tide-gate, the

10 town of Brookline may erect and maintain the same
11 at its own expense.

1 Sect. 3. The town of Brookline and the city of
2 Boston may divert the waters of Muddy River, above
3 said dam, so as to make them flow in a more direct
4 line to Charles River. If the city of Boston shall
5 refuse or neglect, after thirty days’ notice, to unite
6 with the town of Brookline in diverting said waters,
7 the town of Brookline may divert said waters where
8 the same are exclusively within its own territory.

1 Sect. 4. In case said waters of Muddy River
2 shall be diverted as aforesaid, the owners of lands
3 bordering upon said river may fill up said lands and
4 the ancient channel of Muddy River, to the borders
5 of the new line of said river.

1 Sect. 5. The proceedings before erecting said dam
2 and tide-gate, and before diverting Muddy River, shall
3 be the same in all respects as in the laying out of
4 town ways, and all persons or corporations suffering
5 damage in their property by reason of the erection of
6 said tide-gate and dam, or by the diversion of Muddy
7 River, shall have the same rights and remedies for
8 the ascertainment and recovery of the amount of such
9 damages as in the case of laying out of town ways.

1 Sect. 6. The territory and the inhabitants there-
-2 on hereby set off from the city of Boston to the town
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3 of Brookline shall be holden to pay all such taxes as

4 are already assessed or ordered to be assessed by said
5 city of Boston for the present year, in the same man-

-6 ner as if this act had not been passed ; and all pau-
-7 pers who have gained a settlement in said city of
8 Boston by a settlement gained or derived within said
9 territory, shall be relieved or supported by said town

10 of Brookline, in the same manner as if they had a

11 legal settlement in said town of Brookline.

1 Sect. 7. The inhabitants of the territory hereby
2 set off to the town of Brookline shall continue to be
3 a part of Boston for the purpose of electing state
4 officers and member of the executive council, sena-
-5 tors and representatives to the general court, repre-
-6 sentatives to congress, and electors of president and
7 vice president of the United States, until the next
8 decennial census or until another apportionment shall
9be made ; and it shall be the duty of the selectmen

10 of Brookline to make a true list of the persons resid-
-11 ing on the territory hereby set off, qualified to vote at
12 such elections, and post up the same in said territory,
13 and correct the same as required by law, and deliver
14 the same to the mayor and aldermen of the city of
15 Boston seven days at least before any such election,
16 and the same shall be taken and used by the mayor
17 and aldermen of Boston for such election, in the same
18 manner as if it had been prepared by themselves.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




