
HOCJSE No. 324.

AN ACT
Regarding the local support of the worthy State Poor.

[See House No. 295.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Any state pauper of good character, hav-
-2 ing resided in any city or town for an aggregate term
3 of five years, may be aided or supported within said
4 city or town by the overseers of the poor thereof, in
6 lieu of being sent to the state almshouse, and the
6 cost of said support shall be reimbursed by the Com-
-7 monwealth at a rate not exceeding the average weekly
8 cost of inmates of the state almshouses.

1 Sect, 2. Notice of such support shall be for-
-2 warded to the board of state charities, who shall
3 cause each case to be investigated, and if the party
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4 shall prove to be!ong|to the class of worthy poor, shall
5 allow the actual cost of assistance from the date of
6 mailing said notice, within the weekly rate above
7 specifi ed : provided, however, that said board of chari-
-8 ties may direct any such pauper to be removed to the
9 state almshouse if in their judgment undue expense

10 is incurred for his support, or the interests of the
11 pauper would be promoted thereby.

1 Sect. 3 Upon notification by the overseers of the
2 poor, the general agent of said board shall cause all
3 pauper strangers to be removed from the Common-
-4 wealth in the same manner and under the same re-
-5 strictions as if they had been committed to a state
6 almshouse heretofore ; and shall also cause vagabond
7 paupers to be prosecuted before the local courts.

1 Sect. 4. The board of state charities shall make
2 such provision as may be needful for the carrying out
3 of the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 5. Any person, party, copartnership, cor-
-2 poration, ship or vessel bringing into this Common-
-3 wealth from a foreign port any sick or destitute per-
-4 son or pauper or person physically unable to support
5 himself, shall be liable to the treasurer of the Com-
-6 monwealth, or of any city or town, for all expenses
7 that may be incurred for the support or assistance of
8 such pauper or person ; and shall also be compelled
9 at his or their own expense to transport such pauper

10 or person out of the Commonwealth to the place
11 whence he came, upon the requisition of the board
12 of state charities or its agent.


