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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
Two.

AN ACT
Relating to Street Railway Fares, etc.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same

, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The rates of fare on all horse railways
2 centering or running into the city of Boston shall not
3 exceed five cents per passenger, for any distance not
4 exceeding six miles, or for any distance within the
5 limits of any city or town ; and for any distance other-
-6 wise than within the limits of any city or town, not
7 more than eight miles, the rate shall not exceed one

8 cent per mile ; and for any distance more than eight
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9 miles the rate shall not exceed one and one-half cents
10 per mile per passenger.

1 Sect. 2. In other cities and towns, not comma-
-2 nicating with Boston, the rates of fares on horse rail-
-3 ways shall not exceed five cents, for any distance not
4 more than two and a half miles, and for any further
5 distance shall not exceed two cents per mile.

1 Sect. 3. Horse railway companies shall furnish
2 suitable cars and accommodations for the delivery and
3 reception of passengers to and from steam railroad
4 stations in their respective cities and towns, where
5 the same can be done under the direction of the town
6 or city authorities.

1 Sect. 4. All street or horse railway companies, and
2 all parties controlling or operating the same, shall
3 furnish accommodations equal to the wants and rea-
-4 sonable requirements of the people desirous of using
5 the same, and shall provide such cars and run them
6 at such times as shall meet the reasonable demands of
7 such people. If the inhabitants of any city, town,
8 village or precinct living on the line of such railway
9 shall require additional accommodations,and the same

10 be not furnished upon proper representations, they
11 may petition the railroad commissioners: provided,

12 such petition be signed by one hundred such
13 inhabitants; and the commissioners, after hearing
14 the parties, may pass such order as the circumstances
15 may require ; and the same shall be binding upon
16 the parties. If either is dissatisfied with such order
17 they may appeal to the supreme judicial court or any
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18 judge thereof, and said court or judge shall appoint
19 three commissioners, who shall hear the parties, and
20 whose decision reported to and approved by the court
21 shall be final.

1 Sect. 4. The rails of horse railways, wherever the
2 same are in the travelled highway shall be constructed
3 with a flat flange and flat tread, and grooved rails
4 shall not be used except at curves. In all cases the
5 rails shall be laid so that they can be crossed, and
6 cleared with ease and safety by other wheeled vehicles ;

7 and parties owning or controlling horse railways shall
8 be held responsible for any damage to wheeled vehicles
9 occasioned by their tracks or the manner of laying

10 them.

1 Sect. 5. Any infraction of sections one, two and
2 three of this act, shall subject the offender to an ac-
-3 tion for any damages accruing to any party, and also
4 to a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dol-
-5 lars for each offence, to be recovered by complaint
6 before any court of competent jurisdiction, and paid,
7 one-half to the complainant and one-half to the Com-
-8 monwealth.




