
HOUSE No. 337.

House op Representatives, April 12, 1872.

The Committee on the Liquor Law, to whom was referred the
Order relative to the net proceeds of the sale of forfeited
liquors, make the following

Section 52 of chapter 415 of the Acts of 1869 provides that any
forfeited liquor, which any justice or court may deem suitable for
medicinal, chemical or mechanical purposes, shall be turned
over to city or town agents, to be by them sold, and the net
proceeds paid over to the treasurer of the Commonwealth. In
accordance with this section, the state constables have since
July, iB6O, turned over to twenty such agents 2,845| gallons
of forfeited liquor. In investigating the matter, your Com-
mittee found that only four of these agents had made returns
to the state treasurer. Of the remainder, some had sold
none of this liquor, some a part, and some the whole. Those
who had sold a part or the whole, either through ignorance,
carelessness or dishonesty, failed to make any returns to the
state treasurer. It is but justice to the agents to state that they
claimed to be ignorant of the provisions of the law. In view of
this lax condition of things, your Committee thought that it
would be better for the interests of the State, to turn all such
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liquor over to the state commissioner, and hold him responsible
for its proper disposition. Your Committee also thought that it
would be a matter of economy to take from justices and courts,
the power to destroy any forfeited liquor, and transfer it to the
assayer and commissioner. In view of the facts above stated,
and of the imperfect operation of the law relating to forfeited
liquors, your Committee would report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

CHAS Y. HANSON.
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la the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
Two.

AN ACT

In relation to the Disposition of Forfeited Liquors.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:—

1 Sect. 1, Any liquor forfeited under the provi-
-2 sions of section fifty-one of chapter four hundred and
3 fifteen of the acts of eighteen hundred and sixty-nine,
4 shall, by the authority of the written order of the
5 justice or court, be delivered to the commissioner

6 provided for in section one of chapter four hundred
7 and fifteen of the acts of eighteen hundred and sixty-
-8 nine. Such commissioner shall cause said liquor to
9 be assayed, and if found suitable for medicinal, chemi-

-10 cal or mechanical purposes, shall sell the same and
11 pay over the net proceeds to the treasurer of the
12 Commonwealth. Any liquor which shall be unsuit-
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13 able for use as aforesaid, but which in the judgment of
14 the assaycr shall contain sufficient per cent, of alco-

-15 hoi to warrant re-distillation, shall be re-distilled, un-
1G dcr the direction of the commissioner, and the net
17 proceeds of the sale of the alcohol so obtained shall
18 be disposed of as above. Any liquor which shall
19 be unsuitable either for use as aforesaid, or for re-
-20 distillation, shall be destroyed by said commissioner.

1 Sect. 2. Any forfeited liquor in possession of city
2 and town agents shall, on the passage of this act, be
3 turned over to the state commissioner, to be by him
4 disposed of as provided for in section one.

1 Sect. 3. Section fifty-two of chapter four hun-
-2 dred and fifteen of the acts of eighteen hundreda d
3 sixty-nine is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


