
HOUSE No. 357.

House op Repbesentatives, April 17, 1872.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Senate Bill to authorize the city of Boston to abate a nuisance
existing therein, and for the preservation of the public health
in said city, report the same in a new draft.

Per order,

S. M. QUINCY.

(Gommowucaltl) of illasoartyitsftte.
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AN ACT
To authorize the City of Boston to abate a Nuisance

existing therein, and for the preservation of the Pub-
lic Health in said City.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The city of Boston may purchase or
2 otherwise take the lands, or any of them, in said city,
3 not within the limits of the Boston and Providence
4 Railroad, as shown on the plan of their location, dated
5 December thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-one,
6 and filed with the city of Boston, which are below
7 the grade of eighteen feet above mean low-water, and
8 all estates any part of which is below said grade, with
9 the buildings and other fixtures on the land so pur-

-10 chased or taken, situated and lying within the district
11 which is bounded on the northeast by Ruggles Street,
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12 on the southeast by Tremont Street, on the southwest
13 by Prentiss Street, and on the northwest by Parker
14 Street. Said city shall, within sixty days from the
15 time it shall take any of said lands, file in the office
16 of the registry of deeds for the county of Suffolk a
17 description of the lands so taken, as certain as is re-
-18 quired in a common conveyance of lands, and a state-
-19 ment that the same are taken pursuant to the pro vis-
-20 ions of this act, which description and statement shall
21 be signed by the mayor of said city; and the title to
22 all lands so taken shall vest in the city of Boston;
23 and if any party whose land is so taken shall agree
24 with the said city upon the damage done to him by
25 the said taking, the same shall be paid to him by the
26 said city forthwith. And it shall be the duty of the
27 city of Boston to raise the grade of said territory so
28 purchased or taken, laying out and filling up the same
29 with good materials, with reference to a complete
30 drainage thereof, so as to abate the present nuisance
31 and to preserve the health of the city.

1 Sect. 2. Any person whose land is taken and who
2 shall fail to agree with said city as provided in the
3 preceding section, may apply for a jury, in the same
4 manner and subject to the same provisions of law as
5 if said land had been taken for a street or highway.
6 It shall be the duty of said jury to exclude in their
7 estimate of damages any value which may be added
8 to said land by reason of the passage of this act or
9 any doings under it.

1 Sect. 3 Nothing in this act shall be construed
2 as exempting the city of Boston from any obligation
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3 it would otherwise be under, to make compensation to
4 the owners of lands abutting on or near to the terri-
-5 tory described in the first section of this act, for any
6 injury it may do to such lands, in any acts of raising,
7 filling or draining said territory or any part thereof.

1 Sect. 4. The city of Boston is hereby authorized
2 to lay railway tracks through any street or streets of
3 said city, and to maintain them so long as may be
4 necessary, to enable it to transport earth and other
5 material to fill up the district aforesaid under the pro*
6 visions of this act.

1 Sect. 5. All lands taken under this act shall be
2 taken within three years from the passage thereof.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


