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Dear Sir: —The undersigned have the honor to transmit to you the following
was unanimously passed by the House to-day:—

vote, which

Ordered, That a Committee of three be appointed by the Chair to present the
thanks of the House to Rev. A. P. Peabod}'- , D. D., for his able and eloquent discourse before the executive and legislative branches of the government on the 3d
inst., and to request a copy of the same for the press.”
“

It will give us pleasure to report to the House that you have furnished a copy of
the Sermon before named for publication,
While we

remain, very respectfully yours,

*

HENRY S. WASHBURN,
W. F. ARNOLD,
J. D. HALL,
Committee.

Cambridge, January 12, 1872.
Gentlemen:—In reply to your favor of the 10th inst., permit me to acknowledge
the courtesy and kindness of your communication, to express my thanks for the
honor done me in the vote transmitted through you, and to signify my readiness to
comply immediately with the request contained in it.
I am, gentlemen, very truly yours,
Messrs. Henry S.

A. P. PEABODY.

Washburn, W. F. Arnold, J. D. Hall,

Committee of the House of Representatives of Massachusetts.

Commontoealtjj of glassadjusdis.

House

of Representatives. January

15, 1872.

Ordered, That four thousand copies of the Sermon preached by Rev. Dr. Peabody
be printed, under the direction of the Committee on Printing, for the use of the
executive and legislative branches of the government.
W. S. ROBINSON, Cleric.

SEKMON,
THOU SHALT NOT STEAL.— Exodus XX.

15.

We have reason for gratitude that our translation of the Bible was made while the AngloSaxon elements of our language were still in the
ascendant; for their power of moral demonstration,
rebuke and invective, immeasurably transcends that
of the terms of ]Sr orman derivation. They come
down upon the ear and the conscience with a
sharp, incisive stroke, which can never ring from
the more euphonious words gleaned from the classic
tongues.

Reserve these, if you will, as lit frames
for the loveliness of virtue and the beauty of holiness but let them not lend their always graceful
;

drapery to relieve the hideous features of wrong
and evil. Had stealing in all its forms and degrees never borne any milder name, there would
have been much less of it to mourn and to brand.
But what has this to do with the occasion which
has called us together, and with the august body
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which I have the honor to address? I answer,
Much, every way. Your most important function
as legislators is the protection of the rights of
property. In our advanced civilization, life and
personal liberty are guarded by the common sense
of the community, and there is no danger of their
being betrayed or ignored by any legislative body
which shall owe its existence to popular election.
We cannot conceive of a condition of things within
the pale of Anglo-Saxondom, in which there should
not bo laws, honestly designed and reasonably
well adapted for the prevention, detection and punishment of crimes of violence. At least, there is
in no legislature a counteracting influence,—a
disposition to frame laws for facilitating the commission of such crimes or the escape of the criminals.
But the legislation which is the subject of earnest
controversy, keen antagonism, close division and
intrusive outside influence, relates for the most part,
directly or indirectly, to property, private or corporate, or involves pecuniary rights, claims or
interests. There is, moreover, in a large portion
of the community, a strong tendency to the invasion of the rights of property,—a tendency which

lies at the foundation of various quasi political
parties or factions, and which has in numerous
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instances shaped the action of our national and

State legislatures.
In this direction

general government has
yielded to the very same demands that were restlessly urged by the agitators, revolutionists and
incendiaries in the Roman republic. One of these
was for agrarian laws, for the alienation and division of the public domain. Our agrarian laws have
ceded the public lands with the most wasteful prodigality, sometimes indeed for the general good, but
our

oftener in such ways as to feed the cupidity of
individual speculators, or to enrich corporations

that would else have found no lack of private
capital. Another demand, constantly renewed
with clamor by the indebted classes in Rome, was
for the legal reduction or cancelling of all debts.
This demand was satisfied on an enormous scale
still
by the legal-tender act —unconstitutional, as
believe —passed during the late war, which was
undoubtedly a bid for the votes of the masses
in some future contingency; for, while incompetency is too often

it

can

a

passport to high official station,

hardly be that the framers of this measure

were weak enough to deem it wise, or even safe, in

aim, in all probability,
its immediate effect, was to authorize the licpii-

a financial point of view.
as

-2

Its
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elation of all existing debts in a currency of
fluctuating and rapidly depreciating value. The
issuing of a national paper currency was, no
doubt, a necessity of that fearful crisis. But had
the metallic standard of value been legally retained,
the currency would have been kept much nearer

value; its rapid and violent fluctuation
would have been superseded; the imminent peril
our chief danger
of national bankruptcy
would
have been averted; and our public debt would
have fallen short by at least one-third of its
actual amount; while we should have been spared
on the floor of Congress the disgraceful and infamous agitation of schemes for liquidating, in
depreciated paper, obligations contracted in good
faith though at a ruinous sacrifice for payment in coin or its equivalent. Worse than all
this has been the debauching of the general conits nominal

science by the example of so gigantic a public

wrong, the spirit of gambling that has been
cherished in mercantile and pecuniary transactions,
the extravagance which has grown from the infla-

values, the power which has
often been in the hands of a few unprincipled men
to control and derange the financial relations of
our whole monetary world.
tion of nominal

of Property

,
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But our present concern is with our own Commonwealth, and with the future rather than the
past. I would first speak of the service which
accumulated private property renders to the State,
and then of the various forms of warfare against
it.
There is a growing jealousy of large estates,
and an increasing desire to invade them, and to
approach a more equal distribution of wealth.
There is good reason for this feeling where the
right of primogeniture keeps landed property

un-

divided, and where custom influences testators to
make a similar disposition of personal estate. But
where law and imperative custom redistribute large
properties on the death of their owners, it is impossible that there should be excessive and harmful
accumulation by individuals.
With us, wealth
is not inactive; even large private domains are
kept for the most part under cultivation; and
suffered to lie idle. Is
the rich man, as he ought to be, the willing steward for the benefit of his brethren? If so, his
money is almost

never

wealth is none the less useful, because he has

charge of its expenditure; but in his hands it

subserves numerous valuable purposes, which
would be frustrated were it divided among many
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whole State are full
of the evidences of the generous use of riches
acquired and held for no other end than benevolence. Our institutions of religion and of learning,
our great public charities, embracing every form
of human need and misery, and unostentatious,
but munificent private charities, whose source often
is first known when death arrests its flow, bear
witness to the philanthropy which is the predomowners.

This city and

our

inant characteristic of our rich men; and many
of them are there, for whose wealth daily thanks-

giving goes up to God from those who without its

subsidies would be helpless and hopeless. There
are hundreds of large estates whose loss or dilapidation would be felt as a wide-spread public
calamity.
There are, however, some men whose generosity

wealth, and whose
only aim is accumulation. But what of them?
They are their own enemies in denying themselves
the sweetest, richest revenue they could have,
and the treasure they might lay up in heaven.
But they too are public benefactors, little as they
is in inverse proportion to their

mean to be so.

They do not hoard their money,
if they did, it would not grow. They manage their
property for the general good, and at the lowest

—
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possible cost of management. Every dollar of
their capital is invested in industrial operations.
Every dollar of their dividends is ploughed for,
and dug for, and hammered for. They enrich
themselves by feeding channels of supply for unnumbered mechanics, sailors, operatives of every
sort. The very impulse that speeds them on their
selfish ends enhances the demand for labor, and
in the same proportion increases the wages and
augments the comfort of the laborer. And when
they die, their property oftener than otherwise
falls into liberal hands that pay in full into the
treasuries of public and private charity the overdue arrears.
Large properties are imperatively needed as
safety-funds and movement-funds for the whole
community. The ever-varying relations of demand and supply depend on so many, and often
so latent, subtile and remote conditions, that no
skill or care can foresee them or provide for them.
Not from human fault or folly, but from the necessity of the case, there must be alternations of
glut and scarcity as to every commodity that enters
into commerce, —intervals when the business of
late profitably pursued must be suspended, or continued at a loss. Accumulated capital alone can
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of Property.

or furnish the means of

meeting

them, and they sometimes are so stringent as to
put even the largest fortunes in jeopardy. In
their less severe forms they occur much oftener

than they are noted by the public. Industrial
operations are continued and the operatives kept
in employment through many seasons of excessive
supply or slackened demand, solely because there
are these reservoirs of wealth, which may be
drawn upon at need, and will be replenished with
an altered condition of the market. But without
these, in the Utopia sometimes dreamed of in
which there shall be no large capitals, strikes
among employers would take place ten times as
often as now among the employed; and the depressions below the desired level by failure,
enforced idleness and starvation would make a
much more diversified, though less

picturesque

social landscape than is now presented by the

modest, in our country seldom over-lofty elevations, whence issue the streams that keep the
valleys green. It might seem convenient and
desirable to cut channels, by which the everflowing river should be divided into numberless
rivulets that should twine through every village
and by every farm-house between two mountain
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chains; but the first summer solstice would lay
bare the bed of each one of the rivulets, would
rob the clouds of their wonted supplies, and turn
the whole region into an arid waste. In like
manner, were large properties distributed, tbe
wealth thus diffused would be rapidly dissipated,
enterprise would die out, industry would languish,
and the coveted universal competence would be
merged in universal poverty, listlessness and
misery.
Let us now examine some of the modes in which

the war against capital is waged. Foremost
among these is the reckless creation of public
debts. The amount of national, State and city
debt at this moment resting upon the city of
Boston, is no less than one hundred and thirtytwo dollars for every man, woman and child.
The proportion of the national and the State debt
due from Boston, in addition to the city debt, is
about one-sixth of the entire valuation, —which
means that the man who supposes himself possessed
of a property of sixty thousand dollars in currency
—in actual value some ten or twelve per cent,
less has really but fifty thousand, is by direct
and indirect taxation annually paying interest on
the remaining ten thousand, at a somewhat higher
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rate than he could himself borrow it for

on

good

security; and, moreover, is paying a great part of
that interest to foreign capitalists, from whom
there comes back no return of benefit in any
form to himself or to the country.

The figures

do not differ substantially for any of the towns
and cities in the Commonwealth. A very large
proportion of this debt is, indeed, the purchasemoney of our ransomed Union, of freedom to the

slave, and of a place among the nations no longer
to be dishonored by a public wrong, sin and crime,
which made liberty a baseless pretence, and republican forms a cloak for the vilest despotism. This
burden, though much greater than it ought to have
been, the patriotic citizen will bear cheerfully; and
Heaven avert the day when the repudiation of
any portion or description of our debt shall not
be regarded with abhorrence!
Yet added liabilities should not be lightly incurred, as they are incurred, in not a few of our
municipalities, for mere ostentation, for plans of
so-called public improvement which have private
ends in view, or for the imagined needs of a
remote posterity, even in places where there are no
elements of rapid growth, and as to matters in
which posterity will doubtless be able to provide
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It has

escaped the foresight of some of our municipal
functionaries that an abnormally heavy town or
city debt may dwarf growth, discourage and repel
an else incoming population, and thus make void
the very purpose for which it is ostensibly contracted. It is, indeed, reasonable that a large
necessary expense of one year should be distributed among several years; but it is unreasonable and in every aspect dishonest, most atrociously
so in our smaller communities, that needless enterprises should transmit a funded and increasing
debt to generations which will have outgrown the
very improvements purchased by it, and will have
pressing needs of their own that will be fully level
with their tax-paying capacity. This is at least
no way to merit the gratitude of posterity. Many
of these modes of indebtedness are, I know,
outside of the accustomed range of State legislation. Yet might there not be established by
legal authority a proportion to the valuation of
property, beyond which

no

debt hereafter

con-

tracted should be lawful?
There is, moreover, one form of indebtedness
over which the legislature has control; namely,
loans or grants by cities and towns to corpora-3
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tions. For an enterprise that gives certain or
probable promise of speedy and lucrative returns,
there is no lack of capital, and no desire or even
willingness to invite the cooperation of municipalities. It is only in doubtful cases that such aid is
solicited, and it is often asked where the immediate
effect of the enterprise in hand will be the depletion
of the town thus taxed, the drawing of its business
to larger centres, and the enhancement of the cost
of living by the attraction of domestic produce to
larger markets. In such cases it is always easy to
secure for the loan a majority or a two-thirds vote,
even though the measure be opposed by all the

large tax-payers.
owners of

Is this right?

property have

some

Should not the
voice in the mort-

gaging of their property? Should it be left to
those who bear no appreciable part in the public

burdens to increase those burdens at their will, or
rather at the dictation or under the pay of interested parties? Universal suffrage inevitably places
property to a very great extent under the control
of those who have nothing to lose. Should not
the legislature take heed how they enlarge this
power ?
Closely connected with our public debts, and

growing in great part out of them, yet transcend-
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ing by far the needs which they create, is the
burden laid upon property by excessive taxation.
We are probably the most heavily taxed people

upon the face of the earth. Were we a stationary
people, the weight would be more than we could
carry. We barely carry it, it is doubtful whether
we are thriving under it, now; but with a population rapidly increasing, and with new resources

always in the process of development, we can
remain elastic under a pressure else insupportable.

national government Ave have been cursed
by a system organized in some departments and
maintained in all, with prime regard to the exten-

In

our

sion of executive patronage.

conspicuously in

our

This may be seen

present system of internal

revenue, in which the obvious

aim is, not to adjust

the modes of assessment and collection to the convenience of the tax-payers, but to provide for the
largest possible number of officials and at the most
liberal rate of compensation. There are other

departments in which, Avith half the number of
functionaries of tested capacity and approved integrity, the work could be better done; and there
are numerous instances in which Avhat are deemed
the legitimate spoils of office —to say nothing of
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far exceed the nominal and

fully remunerating stipend.
In our own State the case is otherwise.

Our

highest functionaries, especially our judges, are
inadequately compensated; and there are few, if
any, instances in which public service is overpaid.

At the

time,

annual and occasional grants
for the promotion of liberal culture, and for the
interests of humanity, when most munificent, are
same

our

most to be commended.

But there have been subsidies to bankrupt corporations, which do little
credit to the wisdom of former legislatures, even if
they leave their integrity unimpeached; and it is to
be earnestly hoped that in this regard the past will
furnish warnings, not examples.
In our towns and cities there is intense need of
reform. Bed tape is costing our citizens an enormous sum, and yielding to their officials an inordinate revenue. An item of paltry service will
often cost a city from twice to ten times what it
would cost any one of its inhabitants. There are
in almost every city council and board of selectmen
simply for the opportunities
thus afforded of making a better living than they
could otherwise earn. If there he a mechanic not

persons who

are there

industrious,

or

skilful,

or honest

enough to find
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constant employment, he contrives, as a party fugleman, to be placed on some municipal board, in
which he may exercise his talents lucratively on
the public property, often to the delay and detriment of the public service.
'While within the
memory of some who hear me civic charges were
forced upon men who did not want them, and who
bore them only at a personal sacrifice, now, that a
man needs an office is often urged as a reason for
giving it to him; and one is frequently supported at
the town or city hall, simply because he is too genteel a mendicant to be sent to the almshouse. Nor
are we in our own Commonwealth without instances of the pillaging of municipal treasuries by
their legal guardians, for sumptuous and not
always sober festivities, for utterly needless journeys and pleasure excursions, nay, for the very
clothes that they wear at a public reception, and
for costly photographs of the faces which they
ought to he ashamed to show. In this entire department of fraud New York has indeed earned
preeminent distinction, such enormous thefts being
possible only in a vast metropolis; but toward this
type of fame many of our smaller communities are

evidently aspiring and tending, and remain in the
rear for lack of opportunity, not of will. Perchance
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there is still in the hill-country, surrounded, but as
yet unpierced by rail and telegraph, some little
town, where Astrsea is making her last sojourn,
where in the old style a modest budget is warily
canvassed and intelligently voted, and the selectmen, the choice men, the real aristocracy of sense
and character, exercise for their little public the
same wise economy which they arc constrained to

affairs, carefully audit all the
bills they sanction, and account for every dollar to
their constituents. If there yet be such a place,
leave it, I beseech you, in its own charmed circle.
Crush without mercy every project for replacing
the old post-road that leads to it by quicker means
of transit. Warn off from it the State geologist,
lest he discover, in ore, limestone or emery, some
lure for outside speculators. It may be that a pillaged State and a nation fallen among thieves will
one day resort for lessons of political wisdom and
honesty to this sole survivor among the town-governments, which were the procreant cradle of our
practise in their

own

republic.

The whole system of municipal knavery results
from the fact—in itself alarming and threatening
that the property of every community is at the disposal of a majority, which hardly feels the burden,

—
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though it may hope in various ways to profit by the
disbursement, of the annual taxes. It is perfectly

well known that in some cases the promise of gainful employment on contemplated streets or buildings, in some, threats of discharge from factories,
in some, direct and unconcealed pecuniary bribes,
have alone secured the votes requisite for the choice
of men or the passing of measures, in opposition
not only to the property, but to the intelligence,
sound judgment and moral sense of an entire
community. Nay, it is a notorious fact that measures of the gravest import have sometimes been
thus carried by a majority composed chiefly of imported and manufactured citizens, some of them not
yet able to understand an English sentence, hardly
any of them capable of comprehending the meaning
of the vote they cast.
Now there is a limit, which overpassed, taxation
begins to trench upon reserved capital, in keeping
which intact and growing the public has even a
more vital interest than individual tax-payers. This

limit has been in some of our municipalities closely
approached, if not exceeded. To exceed it is inevitable etiolation, decline and ruin.
These concerns may at first sight seem beyond
the scope of legislation.
But are they? The
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towns of New England were in earlier times pre-

eminently capable of self-government; but if they

have for any

reason ceased to be

so, may not their
excesses be restrained, without doing violence to
their just and safe liberties? Cannot their indis-

averted, while their reasonable discretion
remains unimpaired? It is within the power of the
legislature to set limits to the rate of taxation; to
define the kinds of expenses which a city or town
may or may not incur; to establish boards or modes
of appeal with reference to extraordinary expendicretion be

tures of doubtful utility; to lodge in some county
or

State authority

a veto upon the

street-making

power, exercised, as it often is, wantonly, corruptly
and injuriously; and to enact penalties at once
severe and ignominious for fraud or complicity

with fraud in municipal office, and for the use of
threats, promises or bribes to influence voters.
I must pass to yet another form of the warfare
upon property, namely, combinations and concerted
aggressive movements of labor against capital, of
the employed against employers. Here the agitation proceeds in part from ignorance, in part from

wilful misrepresentation. There is not a vestige of
the wrong and oppression complained of. Manual

and mechanical labor is not only better paid here
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than anywhere else in the world, but its compensation exceeds that of mercantile and professional
services. In these last, to be sure, there are a few
great prizes, but not one to a hundred competitors.
Take from the average income of a professional
man a sum equal to the life-annuity that might
have been purchased by the money expended in his

education, and for his support during the unproductive years which would have been productive
had he been a laborer,—subtract still further his
strictly professional expenses, and those which are
required by his position, but yield no benefit or
comfort to him or his family,—you have reduced
his earnings to a pittance which the man who
shovels your coal would scorn to work for. Similar
calculations as to persons employed in commercial
operations would give a like result. When I say
that labor is well paid, there is indeed one grievous
exception, that is, the labor of women; but for this
exception men are in no degree accountable. The
sole reason why women are underpaid is that
women who do not need employment are mean
enough to underbid those who do need it; and the
lowest price at which labor, as well as any other
commodity is offered, must rule the market. But,
with this exception, in the joint earnings of labor
i
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and capital, labor is now getting the lion’s share,
and is still clamoring and grasping for more.
The revenue of machinery and labor-saving processes inures, immediately on the extinction of
patent-rights, to the sole benefit of the laborer, and
he has a just title to it either in money or money’s
worth or in time; but he now claims it in both.
Persons of moderate income are already seriously
embarrassed and straitened by the cost of necessary
labor, and the screws of the inflexible and growing
demand are turned by those who learned in transAtlantic homes to inflict, by being trained to
endure extortion. How well they have learned
the lesson is attested by the magnificent cathedrals
and churches they are building, by their deposits in
our savings-banks, by the rapid increase of their
visible property, and by the disappearance of large
amounts in remittances to their native country.
The demand of which I speak, if passively
yielded to, will grow of its own necessity to a
point at which a ruinous collapse is inevitable.
As labor enters into the price of every commodity,
the laboring man is increasing the cost of bis own
subsistence by the increase of his own wages, and
every successful exaction is therefore a logical
reason for

increased exaction.

Yet,

on the

other
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hand, with prices exorbitantly enhanced, general
consumption must diminish, the scope for remunerative labor must be narrowed, and idleness, privation and suffering on an extended scale nmst be the
consequence. It is toward this result that tend
all exclusive and arbitrary trade-unions, strikes
of operatives, and factious measures for obtaining
control of the labor-market, which can be fair only
when left free; for the actual worth of labor, as of
flour or sugar, is determined by the ratio of the
supply to the demand.
To keep the labor-market free requires in our
time wise and wary vigilance on the part of our
legislative bodies. jSTot only have they the often
difficult task of so framing preventive laws that
they cannot be evaded; but they are annually
called upon to violate freedom and right, by
sanctioning associations of laborers whose government is a truculent and cruel despotism, and by
imposing arbitrary restrictions on the contract
between the employer and the employed.

I have thus indicated some of the ways in which
property is liable to depredation in our own time
and country; and all the more liable because we
have current among us certain traditional and imported maxims—belonging not improperly to other
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times and lands—which identify property with
pride, rapacity, oppression, and, in general, with
the attributes of birds of prey. In the American
republic of the nineteenth century, if the old division
of society into the preying and the preyed upon is

not wholly obliterated, it is to the latter class, not to
the former, that the rich belong.

I have chosen property and its dangers as my
subject for this occasion, because there is no other
subject that so intimately concerns the legislative
body which commences its session to-day. The
postponed business and the petitions on file relate
almost wholly to pecuniary interests, and in many
instances involve delicate and important questions
of right between the public, existing or projected
corporations, and individual citizens. In all such
cases you will, I think, find your work greatly
facilitated, if you will put the question of right
before that of expediency, instead of attempting
to grope the way to the right through the expedient. The single eye, says the Divine Teacher,
is full of light; while, according to Him, double
vision is no better than blindness. The single
eye, seeking the right, can hardly fail to discern
it. The cases of doubt and perplexity arc generally those in which the endeavor is to find some
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creditable way of bending the obviously right in
the direction of what is falsely imagined to be

expedient.
You will pardon me if I remind you that in our
time there are many indirect methods of warping
the honest opinion and sound judgment of a legislator, without his own consciousness. The man
who takes an overt bribe must despise himself
more heartily than he is despised by others. But
there are insidious social influences —attentions,
courtesies, flatteries —to which even the most upright purpose may yield unawares. Then, too,
there is often an over-strong temptation to him
who is earnestly pursuing some honest end to
barter his vote and influence for a measure or

enterprise which he does not wholly approve, in

in behalf of the
measure or enterprise which he has most at heart.
There is, also, to our poor human nature a profound
significance in the Divine precept, Thou shalt
take no gift; for the gift blindeth the wise, and
perverteth the words of the righteous.” This is
true, not only of the secret douceur, which no
honest man will touch, but equally of gifts offered
in open day, and to the entire body of which the
donor—individual or corporate—may demand privireturn for votes and influence

"
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favors. The excursion planned for a
retiring legislature, and so planned as to include
not only its members, but their wives and children,
and the strangers within their gates, and outside
leges

or

of them too, is not without a view to the votes of
the reelected

members, and may bias the judgment

of men who are incapable of conscious wrong.

Claim, if you deem it your due, free transit for
yourselves on the routes which you must traverse
in the public service; but accept no gratuities from
corporations that may be your suitors.
I have not forgotten that I was invited to address

you as a minister of religion; and though I have
not filled my discourse with sacred words, I have
given utterance only to such views as bear in my
own thought, and I am sure ought to bear in your

minds, the sanction of religious obligation. The
Divine law, as uttered in the thunders of Sinai,
as reenacted by our Saviour, attaches inviolable
sacredness to those rights of property which lie
at the basis of social order, civilization and progress. This law I have, to the best of my ability,
endeavored to interpret, in its application to the
great questions and issues which may demand
your serious consideration as the chosen trustees
and guardians of right, justice and equity. Heaven
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grant that yon acquit yourselves as "able men,
such as fear • God, men of truth, hating covetousness.” May the record of your service be such as
yon can fully justify to your own hearts, and to
God who is greater than your hearts, and knoweth
all things.” The place on which yon enter has
been nobly filled from the earliest days of our
provincial history. May the mantle of the fathers
rest upon the children, and may the God of the
fathers breathe into the children His own spirit
of counsel and wisdom.
I rejoice to believe that nowhere upon earth is
there higher honor paid than in our own State to
political integrity and faithfulness. Last summer,
I frequently passed to and from my country
lodgings, the railway train stopped at a little
station in Maine, hard by a small, black, one-story
cottage, where John Albion Andrew was born.
All eyes were uniformly turned to that house in
profound reverence, as they might have been to
some sacred shrine, or some place of holy pilgrimage. Indeed, what shrine can be more sacred,
what spot more holy, than that which formed and
"

as.

him, who, with
guileless simplicity, and with a single-hearted
purity, in which even malice and rancor could
nurtured the budding virtues of

32

The Rights and Dangers

of Property.

find no ground for reproach, in the life and death
struggle of our republic, consecrated his noble
mind, his great heart, his unresting toil to the

service of his God in the service of his country?
Long may it be ere like memories shall be recalled in sadness of our now retiring chief magistrate; but, whether in private life or in yet other
high places of public charge and office, he will bear
with him the gratitude and love by which man
anticipates the Divine verdict on uprightness and
fidelity in trusts of large and high responsibleness,
held as in commission from God, and discharged
"as ever in the great Taskmaster’s eye.” We
are thankful that, in the chair of state which he
vacates, the succession of personal and civic virtue
and of Christian piety and philanthropy is not
suspended; and so long as it shall be thus filled,
there will be faith and hope in our traditional
prayer, "God save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.”

