
HOUSE No. 16.

House of Representatives, January 24, 1874.

The Committee appointed to prepare Rules and Orders
have considered the subject and respectfully report the ac-
companying schedule of Rules and Orders.

CHARLES HALE.

order of the Committee,

(Eommomucaltl) of illassacfjuoctto.
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The references in Roman letters, within [], are to the Rules and Orders of 1873, and
may be omitted.

The references in Italics, within parentheses ( ), are to the Rules of this series.

The Speaker.

]
_ The Speaker shall take the chair at the hour to

which the House stands adjourned, call the members to order,
and on the appearance of a quorum proceed to business.

[Rule I.]

2, He shall preserve decorum and order; may speak
to points of order in preference to other members ; and shall
decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the
House.

(With regard to appeals, see Rules 81 and 92.)
[Rule 2, first part.]

3, He shall declare all votes, subject to verification as
hereinafter provided.

(See Rules 63 to 67.)
[Rule 3, first part.]

4:. In all cases he may vote.
[Rule 5.]

He shall rise to put a question, or to address the
House, but may read sitting.

[Rule 4.]
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>

He shall each day examine the journal of the House.

7. He may name a member to perform the duties of
the chair for a period not exceeding two days at one time.

[Rule 18.]

}S. In case of a vacancy in the office of Speaker, or in
case the Speaker or the member named by him in accord-
ance with the preceding rule, is absent at the hour to which
the House stands adjourned, the senior monitor present shall
call the House to order, and shall preside until a Speaker pro
tempore or a Speaker is elected by ballot, which shall be the
first business in order.

[Rule 51. Senate Rule 10.]

Monitors.

9. Two monitors shall be appointed by the Speaker for
each division of the House, whose duty it shall be to see to
the due observance of the Rules and Orders, and on request
of the Speaker to return the number of votes and members in
their respective divisions.

[Rule T9.]

10. —lf a member transgress any of the Rules and
Orders after being notified thereof by a monitor, it shall be
the duty of such monitor to report the case to the House.

(For duty of monitor in case of the absence of the Speaker, see
Rule 8.)—[ See also Rtde 20.)

[Rule 5.].

Clerk.
11. The Clerk shall keep the Journal of the House.

He shall enter therein a record of each day’s proceedings and
submit it to the Speaker before the hour fixed for the next
sitting.

12. Every question of order shall be noted in the
journal, and with the decision shall be entered at large in an
appendix which shall also contain the Rules and Orders of
the House, and of the two branches.

[Rule 42, with addition.]
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13. The Clerk shall prepare and cause to be printed
each day a calendar of matters in order for consideration;
followed by a brief minute of the preliminary proceedings of
the previous day ; a list of matters lying on the the table;
and such other memoranda as the House or the Speaker may
direct.

[Kule 48.]

14-—Any objection to the calendar shall be made and
disposed of before the Mouse votes to proceed to the consid-
eration of the Orders of the Day.

1 5 #
The Clerk shall retain bills and other papers, in

reference to which any member has a right to move a recon-
sideration, except petitions, enacted bills, orders of inquiry
and orders of notice, until the right of reconsideration has
expired : provided , that the operation ot this rule shall be
suspended during the last week of the session.

[Rule ill.]

Members.

l(j t
No member shall stand up, to the inconven-

ience of others, while a member is speaking; or pass unneces-
sarily between the Speaker of the House and the member
speaking; or stand in the passages, or in the area in front of
the chair.

[Rule 28.]

'
No member shall be absent more than two days

without leave of the House.
[Rule 30, last part,]

No member shall leave the House before the con-
sideration of the orders of the day is finished.

[Senate, Rule 22,]

I<) # Papers in possession of a member obtaining leave
of absence, or at the end of the session, shall be left by him

with the Clerk.
[Rule 73.]
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20 —lf a member is guilty of a breach of any of the
Rules and Orders, he may be required by the House on
motion to make satisfaction therefor, and, until he has done
so, he shall not be allowed to vote or speak, except by way
of excuse.

(See Rule 10.)
[Rule 31.]

Committees.

21. At the beginning of the political year, eleven
Standing Committees, to consist of seven members each,
shall be appointed, as follows :

A Committee on the Judiciary ;

A Committee on Matters of Probate and Chancery ;

A Committee on Finance ;

A Committee on Elections ;

A Committee on Bills in the Third Reading ;

A Committee on Engrossed Bills ;

A Committee on County Estimates ;

A Committee on the Pay Roll;
A Committee on Leave of Absence ;

A Committee on Public Buildings ;

A Committee on Printing.
[Rule 70,]

22. --Unless other provision is made in any case, all
committees shall be appointed by the Speaker, and the
member first named shall be chairman.

[Rule 17.]

23. lu case of the election of a committee by ballot,
the member having the highest number of votes shall be
chairman.

[Rule 72.]

24:. Ho member shall be required to be on more than
two committees at the same time, nor chairman of more than
one.

[Rule 27.]
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25. No member shall serve on any committee in any
question where his private right is immediately concerned
distinct from the public interest.

[Rule 32, in part.]

20.——The Committee on Finance shall report in ap-
propriation bills only such items of expenditure as are
authorized by law, or such as the committee has been
directed by the House to insert.

[Rule 63, latter part.]

27. The Committee on Bills in the Third Reading
shall examine and correct the bills which are referred to it, for
the purpose of avoiding repetitions and unconstitutional pro-
visions, insuring accuracy in the text and references, and con-
sistency with the language of existing statutes; provided ,

that any change in the sense or legal effect shall be reported
as an amendment.

[Rule 64, latter part: Senate Rule 35.]

28. The Committee on Engrossed Bills shall carefully
examine and compare engrossed bills, and report them rightly
and truly engrossed, when found to be so.

[Rule 65, middle part.]

29. When the object of an application, whether by
petition, order, or bill introduced on leave, can be secured
without a special act under existing general laws, the com-
mittee to which the matter is referred shall report leave to
withdraw, inexpedient to legislate, or ought not to pass, as
the case may be.

[Rule 45.]

30 —No bill affecting the rights of individuals or pri-
vate or municipal corporations shall be reported by a commit-
tee, unless notice has been given to all parties interested, by
public advertisement or otherwise, without expense to the
Commonwealth ; or unless satisfactory evidence is produced
that the parties interested have either received notice in
writing, or have in writing waived notice.

[Rule 55.]
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31 —On or before the twenty-second day of March,
committees shall make final report upon matters referred to
them prior to that day, unless further time is granted, for
cause.

[Rule 44.]

Committee oe the Whole.

32. When the House determines to go into a com-
mittee of the whole, the chairman shall be appointed by the
Speaker.

[Rule 6.]

33 —The rules of the House shall be observed in a
committee of the whole, so far as they may be applicable,
except the imles limiting debate. A motion to rise, report
progress and ask leave to sit again, shall be always first in
order, and be decided without debate.

[Rule 74.]

REGULAR COURSE OF PROCEEDINGS.
Petitions, &c., and Reports of Committees.

34 —Petitions, memorials, remonstrances, and papers
of a like nature, and reports of committees, shall be pre-
sented before the House proceeds to the consideration of the
orders of the day, and the Speaker shall call on the several
divisions for such papers.

[Rule 54.]

35. The member presenting a petition, memorial, or
remonstrance, shall indorse his name thereon, with a brief
statement of the nature and object of the paper, and the
reading thereof shall be dispensed with, unless specially
ordered.

(See Form of indorsing Petition , at end of Rules and, Orders.)
[Rule 53.]

Papers from the Senate.

36. Papers from the Senate shall be laid before the
House by the Speaker, and received for action conforma-
bly to such of those Rules and Orders as are applicable
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thereto, before the House proceeds to the consideration of
the orders of the day.

Papers addressed to the House, not Petitions.

37. Papers addressed to the House or the General
Court, other than petitions, memorials, and remonstrances,
or those received from the Senate, may be presented by the
Speaker, or by a member in his place, and shall be read
unless it is specially ordered that the reading be dispensed
with.

[Rule 52.]

Orders of Inquiry.

38 —All motions contemplating legislation, when not
founded upon petition, or upon bill proposed to be intro-
duced on leave, shall be made in the form of an order of in-
quiry, which shall indicate the nature of the legislation pro-
posed ; and if reference is made to any particular law, for
amendment or otherwise, the order shall specify the chapter
and section, as well as the subject to which it relates.

[Rule 46, modified.]

Postponement to the Next Day on Request of a Member.

39 —The consideration of any order proposed for adop-
tion, or of any request for leave to introduce a bill, shall be
postponed without question to the day after that on which the
order is proposed or request made, if any member asks such
postponement.

[Rule 56.]

Bills and Resolves.
40 —Bills shall be fairly written in a legible hand, with-

out material erasure or interlineation, on not less than one
sheet of paper, with suitable margins and spaces between the
several sections ; dates and numbers being written in words at
length.

[Rule 60.]

41 —lf opposition is made to a bill before it is ordered
to a second reading, the question shall be, "Shall this bill be
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rejected?” If no Disposition is made, or if the question to re-
ject is negatived, the bill shall go to its second reading with-
out a question.

[Rule 58.]

42 —Bills involving an expenditure of public money,
shall, after their first reading, be referred to the Committee
on Finance, for report on their relation to the finances of the
Commonwealth.

[Rule 63, first part.]

4-3. Bills from the Senate, after their first reading,
shall be referred to a committee of the House, unless they
were reported to the Senate by a joint committee.

[Senate Rule 32.]

44. —Amendments, proposed by the Senate and sent
back to the House for concurrence, shall be referred to
the committee which reported the measure proposed to be
amended, unless such committee is composed of members of
both branches.

[Rule 69.]

45. —No bill shall be proposed or introduced unless
received from the Senate, reported by a committee, or moved
as an amendment to the report of a committee: provided,
that the House may'grant special leave to a member to intro-
duce a bill; but when leave is asked for the introduction of
a bill, it shall bo read for information before the question is
put on granting leave; and if leave is granted, it shall be com-
mitted, before it is ordered to a second reading.

[Rule 61, first part,]

46. No bill affecting directly the legal rights of indi-
viduals or corporations, otherwise than as it affects generally
the interests of the whole people of the Commonwealth or of
the cities or towns to which it specifically applies, shall be
proposed or introduced, by amendment or otherwise, except
by report of a committee, upon petition duly presented and
referred.



Jan.HOUSE RULES AND ORDERS

47. When a hill, order, petition, memorial or remon-
strance has been finally rejected, no measure substantially
the same shall be introduced by any committee or member
during the same session; and if an amendment to a House
bill is received from the Senate, which amendment is substan-

tially the same as a bill which has been rejected by the House,
the Speaker shall direct the Clerk to endorse on the paper that
the House non-concurs in the amendment, and shall not enter-
tain any motion for other action thereon.

[Rule 61, latter part.]

Bills in their third reading, shall be referred to

the Committee on Bills in the Third Reading, for examination,

correction, and report.
(See Rule 27.)

[Rule 64, first part.]

4<) y 0 hill shall pass to be engrossed without having
been read on three several days.

[Rule 59.]

5Q >
Engrossed bills shall be referred to the Committee

on Engrossed Bills for examination, comparison, and report.
(See Rule 28-)

[Rule 66. first part.]

X I No engrossed bill shall be amended.
f9l •

“

[Rule 66.]

52. Engrossed bills, reported by the Committee on

Engrossed Bills to be rightly and truly engrossed, shall be

put upon their passage to be enacted; and engrossed re-

solves, when so reported, shall be put upon their passage;
without further reading, unless specially ordered.

[Rule 65, last part.]

X‘i -No engrossed bill shall be sent to the Senate,
1 O 1

without notice thereof being given by the Speaker.
[Rule 62.]
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Orders of the Day.

54:. Bills from the Senate, after their first \ reading,
when not referred to a committee of the House, and bills re-
ported to the House by committees, to which no objection is
made or when the question of rejection is negatived, shall be
placed in the orders for second reading on the next day.

55. Reports of committees not by bill or resolve shall
be placed in the orders of the next day after that on which
they are received from the Senate, or made to the House, as
the case may be.

[Rule 67, middle part; Senate Rule 28.]

56.——Bills ordered to a third reading, shall be placed iu
the orders of the next day, for such reading.

[Rule 67, first part.]

57. After entering upon the consideration of the or-
ders of the day, the House shall proceed with them in regular
course, as follows :—Matters not giving rise to a motion or
debate shall be first disposed of in the order in which they
stand in the calendar; after which the matters that were
passed over shall be considered in like order, and disposed of.

[Rule 67, last part; Rule 68.]

58. When the House does not finish the consideration
of the Orders of the Day, those which have not been acted
upon shall be the orders for the next and each succeeding day
until disposed of, and shall be entered in the calendar, with-
out change in their order, to precede matters added under
Rules fifty-four, fifty-five and fifty-six. The unfinished busi-
•ness in which the House was engaged at the time of adjourn-
ment, shall have the preference in the orders of the next day,
after motions to reconsider.

[Rule 88. The first part of this Rule, as here stated, will save
from displacement bills which cannot be acted upon in
their due order because they are in the hands of the prin-
ter, or of the Committee on Rills in the Third Reading, as
well as matters not acted upon for want of time before
adjournment. With regard to the latter part, it will be
remembered that sometimes the House when it adjourns is
occupied with a matter not in the Order of the I iav.l
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Special Rules Affecting the Course of Proceedings.

(For postponement of Order, &c., to next day, on request of a member,
see Rule 39.)

59. No matter which has been duly placed in the
orders of the day shall be discharged therefrom, or con-
sidered out of the regular course.

(50 —lf, under the operation of the previous question
or otherwise, an amendment is made at the second or third
reading of a bill substantially changing the greater part
of such bill, the question shall not be put forthwith on order-
ing the bill to a third reading or to be engrossed (as the
case may be), but the bill, as amended, shall be placed in the
orders of the next da}r after that on which the amendment
is made, and shall then be open to further amendment be-
fore such question is put. In like manner, when, under the
operation of the previous question or otherwise, an amend-
ment is made in any proposition of such a nature as to change
its character, as from a bill to an order, or the like, the propo-
sition as amended shall be placed in the orders of the next
day after that on which the amendment was made.

Voting.

61 —No member shall vote in any question where his
private right is immediately concerned, distinct from the pub-
lic interest.

[Rule 32, in part.]

62. Every member not prevented by interest, who is
present in the House when a question is put, shall give his
vote, unless the House, for special reasons, excuse him.
Members desiring to be so excused shall make application
to that effect before the House is divided, or before the taking
of the yeas and nays is begun. Such application may be
accompanied by a brief statement of reasons by the member
making it, but shall be decided without debate.

[Rule 33.]



1874.] HOUSE—No. 16.

03. When a question is put, the sense of the House
shall be taken by the voices of the members, aud the Speaker
shall first announce the vote as it appears to him by the
sound.

[See Rule 3.]

64.—lf the Speaker is unable to decide by the sound
of the voices, or if his announcement made thereupon is
doubted by a member rising in his place for that purpose, the
Speaker shftill order a return by divisions of the number
voting in the affirmative and in the negative, without further
debate upon the question.

(For duly of monitors in case of a division , see Rule 9.)
[Rule 3, in part.]

05, When a return by divisions is ordered, the mem-
bers for or against the question, when called on by the
Speaker, shall rise in their places, and stand until they are
counted.

[Rule 40.]

66 —The sense of the House shall be taken by yeas
and nays, whenever required by one-fifth of the members
present. When the yeas and nays are taken, the roll of the
House shall be called in alphabetical order, and no member
shall be allowed to vote who was not on the floor'when his
name was called or before the roll-call was finished.

[Rule 7.]

67 —The call for the yeas and nays shall be decided
without debate. If the yeas and nays have been ordered
before the question is put, the proceedings under Rules sixty-
three, sixty-four and sixty-five shall be omitted ; if not, they
may be called for in lieu of a return by divisions when the
Speaker’s announcement is doubted by a member rising in
his place, and if then ordered, the proceedings under Rules
sixty-four and sixty-five shall be omitted.

[Rule 7, in part.]
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Reconsideration.

68. When a vote has passed (except as provided in
the next rule), it shall be in order for any member to move the
reconsideration thereof on the same or the succeeding day, and
such motion, if made on the same day shall (except in the
last week of the session) be placed first in the orders of
the next day after that on which it is made ; but if first moved
on such succeeding day, it shall be forthwith considered;
provided, however, that a motion to Reconsider a vote upon
any incidental or subsidiary question, shall not remove the
main subject under consideration from before the House, but
shall be considered at the time when it is made.

[Rule 24, in part.]

69. when a motion for reconsideration is decided, that
decision shall not be reconsidered, and no question shall be
twice reconsidered ; nor shall any vote be reconsidered upon
either of the following motions ;

to adjourn,
to lay on the table,
to take from the table ; or
for the previous question.

[Rule 24, in part.]

70. —Debate on motions to reconsider shall be limited
to thirty minutes, and no member shall occupy more than five
minutes.

[Rule 25.]

(For ride requiring the Clerk, to retain papers, except, &c., until
the right of reconsideration has expired, see Rule 15.)

RULES OF DEBATE.

71. Every member, when about to speak, shall rise
and respectfully address the Speaker, shall confine himself to
the question uuder debate and avoid personality ; and shall sit
down when he has finished. No member shall speak out of
his place without leave of the Speaker.

[Rule 21.]
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79 When two or more members rise at the same time,
the Speaker shall name the member entitled to the floor, pre-
ferring one who rises in his place to one who does not.

[Rule 16.]

73, No member shall interrupt another while speaking,
except by rising to call to order.

[Rule 22.]

74, -No member shall speak more than once to the pre-
vention of those who have not spoken and desire to speak on
the same question, nor more than twice on the same question
without leave of the House.

[Rule 23; Senate Rule 12.]

Motions.

75, Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the
Speaker so directs.

[Rule 34.]

7(5. A motion need not be seconded, and may be with-
drawn.by the mover if no objection is made.

[Rule 9, modified,]

77. A motion to adjourn shall be always tirstin order ;

and that motion, and the motions to lay on the table and to
take from the table, shall be decided without debate.

fFor application to be excused from voting, to he decided with-
out debate, see Rule 62.)

(For callfor yeas and nays , to be decided without debate, see
Rule 67.)

For questions of order arising after the previous question is
moved, to be decided without debate, except on appeal, see
Rule 81.)

[Rule 11.]

78. When a question is before the House, until it is
disposed of, the Speaker shall receive no motion that docs
not relate to the same, except the motion to adjourn, or some
other motion that has precedence either by express rule of
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the House, or because it is privileged in its nature ; and he
shall receive no motion relating to the same, except:—

to lay on the table, see Rule 77, above,

for the previous question, see Rules 79-84, below,

to close the debate at a specified time, see Rules 83,84, below,

to postpone to a time certain, See Rule 85, below,

to commit (or recommit), see Rule as, below.

to amend, See Rules 87-90, below.

to refer to the next General Court,
or to postpone indefinitely ; see Rule 91, below.

which several motions shall have precedence in the order in
in which thev are arranged in this rule.

[Rule 8, first part; and Rule 10, except the last clause, for
which see Rule 91, below.]

Previous Question.
79. 'Hie previous question shall be put in the follow-

ing form :
" Shall the main question be now put9”—and all

debate upon the main question shall be suspended until the
previous question is decided.

[Rule 12, first part ]

80. —On the previous question, not exceeding ten min-
utes shall be allowed for debate, and that only to give reasons
why the main question should not be put, and no member
shall speak more than three minutes.

[Rule 14, first part.]

81 —All questions of order arising after a motion is
made for the previous question shall be decided without
debate, excepting on appeal, and on such appeal no member
shall speak more than once without leave of the House.

[See Rule 92.)
[Rule 14, latter part.]

The adoption of the previous question shall put
an end to all debate except as provided in Eule eighty-four,
and bring the House to a direct vote upon pending amend-
ments, if any, in their regular order, and then upon the main
question.

[Rule 12, latter part.]
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83. A motion to close the debate at a specified time,
shall he put not less than thirty minutes before the time
stated.

» [Rule 15.]

§■4-. When debate is closed by ordering the previous
question, or by a vote to close debate at a specified time, the
member in charge of the measure under consideration shall
be allowed to speak ten minutes, and may grant to any other
member any portion of his time.

[Rule 13 in part. Latter part omitted.]

Motion to Postpone to a Time Certain.

85. When a motion is made to postpone to a time
certain, and different times are proposed, the question shall
first be taken on the most remote time ; and the time shall be
determined before the question is put on postponement, which
may then be rejected if the House see fit.

[Rule 8, last clause, in part,]

Motion to Commit.

86. When a motion is made to commit, and different
committees are proposed, the question shall be taken in the
following: order:

a standing committee of the House,
a select committee of the House,
a joint standing committee,
a joint select committee;

and a subject may be recommitted to the same committee, or
to another committee at the pleasure of the House.

[Rules 36 and 43.]

Motions to Amend.
87. —A motion to amend an amendment may be re-

ceived. but no amendment in the third degree shall be allowed.

88. motion or proposition, of a subject different
from that under consideration, shall be admitted under color
of amendment.

[Rule 37.]
3
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S9. A question containing two or more propositions,
capable of division, shall be divided whenever desired by anv
member. When a motion to strike out and insert is thus
divided, the failure of the motion to strike out shall.not pre-
clude amendment; or, if the motion to strike out prevails,
the matter proposed to be inserted shall be open to amend-
ment before the question is taken on inserting it.

[Rule So ; Senate Rule 19 ; modified.]

90. tilling blanks the largest sum and longest time
shall be put first.

[Rule 8, last part.]

Equivalent fob Motion to Postpone Indefinitely.

91 —A motion to strike out the enacting clause of a
bill shall be equivalent to a motion to postpone indefinitely.

[Rule 10, last clause.]

Appeal.

92. No appeal from the decision of the Speaker shall
be entertained, unless it is seconded; and no other business
shall be in order until the question on the appeal has been
disposed of.

(See Rule 81.)
[Rule 2, latter part.]

Resolves.

93. —Such of these Rules and Orders as are applicable
to bills, whether of the House or of the Senate, shall apply
likewise to such Resolves as require the concurrence of the
Senate and approval by the Governor, in order to become
laws and have force as such. Except in Rule fifty-two, the
word ‘ ‘ bill ” shall be equivalent to the word ‘ ‘ resolve ” in
the same place.

[The phrase in the fourth and fifth lines follows the language
of the Constitution, Part 11., chapter 1, section 1, arti-
cle 2.]

Elections by Ballot.
94. A time shall be assigned for elections by ballot,

at least one day previous thereto.
[Rule 71.]
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Secret Session.
95 —All proceedings in secret session, and matters re-

lating thereto, shall be kept secret until the House removes
the injunction of secrecy.

[Rule -29.]

Seats.
96 —(1.) The desk on the right of the Speaker shall,

be assigned to the use of the Clerk and such persons as he
may employ to assist him, and that on the left to the use of
the Chairmen of the Committees on Bills in the Third Read-
ing and on Engrossed Bills.

(2.) The seat numbered 25, in the third division, shall be
assigned to the use of the senior member of the House, and
that numbered 24, in the fourth division, to the use of the
oldest member of the House who is not the senior member.

(3.) The seat numbered 11, in the first division, shall be
assigned to the use of the Chairman of the Committee on the
Judiciary, and that numbered 35, in the sixth division, to the
use of the Chairman of the Committee on Finance.

(4.) The following seats shall be assigned to the use of
the monitors;—

Those numbered 30 and 34, in the first division ;

100 and 104, in the second division ;

96 and 99, in the third division;
92 and 95, in the fourth division ;

87 and 91, in the fifth division, and
15 and 19, in the sixth division.

(5.) The first business in order on the day next succeed-
ing the day on which the appointment of standing committees
and monitors is announced by the Speaker shall be the draw-
ing of the other seats upon the floor of the House.

(6.) The Clerk shall call the roll of the members in alpha-
betical order, omitting the names of the Speaker, the senior
member, the oldest member, the chairmen of committees
herein before mentioned, and the monitors ; and the drawing
shall be had in presence of the House, under the supervision
of a committee of three selected from the members mentioned
in this paragraph.

(7.) The seat assigned to any member, or drawn by him,
shall be his seat for the year,.unless an exchange is made and
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notice thereof given to the Sergeant-at-Arms within ten
days, from the day of the drawing.

[Rules 19 and 20. It is proposed to insert this rule, which
substantially accords with the present practice, for the
convenience of members of future Houses on their as-
sembling, so long as these Rules and Orders may be
maintained. It is not proposed to have another drawing
the present year.]

Privilege or the Floor.
97. (1.) Every member shall have the privilege of

introducing upon the floor of the House, to occupy (for that
day) any seat then vacant not belonging to a member, or be-
longing to a member who is absent, not more than one person
at the same time, such person not having anj' private interest
in any measure before the legislature distinct from the public
interest: provided, that in any case when by the exercise of this
privilege on the part of some of the members, the vacant
seats have been filled, and the Speaker so announces, the
further exercise of the privilege shall be suspended for that
day, or until one or more of the seats thus tilled are vacated.

(2.) The Speaker may also invite visitors, not inhabitants
of this Commonwealth, without limit of number, to seats (not
numbered) upon the floor of the House.

(3.) Contestants for seats in the House whose papers are
in the hands of the Committee of Elections, may be admitted
while their cases are pending, to seats to be assigned by the
Speaker.

(4.) Senators, and the principal officers in the Executive
and Judicial departments of the Civil Government of the Com-
monwealth, the Chaplains ofboth Houses and the Clerk of the
Senate, shall be admitted to the floor whenever they may have
occasion to visit the House, and may occupy any of the seats
not numbered which they may find vacant, or any seats which
may be assigned by the Speaker for their use for the timebeing.

[Rule 47. It is the custom to print at the end of the Blue-
Book edition of the Laws a list of the officers to which
reference is made in the fourth paragraph of the Rule pro-
posed. See, for instance, Acts and Resolves of 1873 (Blue-
Book), pages 995 and the following pages, where the
names of the incumbents, however, are those for that year.
The Rule proposed is intended to apply to the incumbents
for the time being.]
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Representatives’ Chamber.

98 —Use of the Representatives’ chamber shall not be
granted except by a vote of four-fifths of the members present.

[Rule 57.]

Cushing’s Manual.

99 —The Rules of parliamentary practice comprised in
Cushing’s Manual, shall govern the House in all cases to which
they are applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent
with these Rules and Orders, or the Joint Rules and Orders of
the two branches.

[Senate Rule 44, some words being omitted.]

Suspension, Amendment and Repeal.

100 —Nothing in these Rules and Orders shall be dis-
pensed with, altered or repealed, unless two-thirds of the
members present consent thereto; but this rule and rules
thirty-nine, forty-eight and ninety-eight shall not be sus-
pended, unless by unanimous consent of the members present.

[Rule 39.]

Form or Endorsing Petitions.
The Petition of

for
Presented by Mr. of

Ho. of Reps. 1874.
Referred to the Committee on
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