
HOUSE No. 144.

[Proposed by Mr. Shaw, of Boston, as a substitute for House Ho. 142.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT

Concerning the Malden Bridge.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled , and hy the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Malden Bridge, over Mystic River,
2 in the city of Boston, shall hereafter he kept in
3 repair, and the draw thereof be opened for the
4 passage of vessels at all proper times, at the ex-

-5 pense of such cities and towns as may be specially
6 benefited by the maintenance of said bridge, and
7 of such corporations as may have authority to run
8 street railway cars or other vehicles, or parties
9 engaged as common carriers of passengers over

10 said bridge,
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1 Sect. 2. The supreme judicial court, sitting as
2 a full court in any county, at any time after the
3 passage of this act, upon the petition of the attor-
-4 ney-general, and after such notice as the court or
5 any justice thereof may order, shall appoint three
6 impartial, discreet and competent commissioners
7 for the purposes hereinafter named.

1 Sect. 3. Said commissioners shall be sworn to
2 the faithful and impartial discharge of their duties,
3 and shall then, after due public notice and hearing of
4 all parties in interest, proceed to determineand award
5 what counties, cities, towns, corporations and par-
-6 ties engaged as common carriers of passengers
7 over said bridge are benefited as aforesaid, and to
8 apportion and assess the expense of the repairs
9 and maintenance of said bridge upon such of said

10 counties, cities, towns, corporations and parties,
11 and in such manner and amount as they shall deem
12 equitable and just.

1 Sect. 4. When the determination and award of
2 said commissioners, or a majority of them, shall be
3 returned into the supreme judicial court sitting for
4 either of the counties ofSuffolk or Middlesex, and
5 shall have been accepted by said court, the same
6 shall be a final and conclusive adjudication of the
7 matters herein referred to said commissioners, and
8 binding upon all parties, and said court may en-

-9 force the same, if necessary, by proper process, as
10 judgments of said court are now enforced.

1 Sect. 5. The mayor and aldermen of the city
2 of Boston shall take the care and superintendence
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3 of said bridge, and shall employ all services neces-
-4 sary in the care thereof; and said city shall be
5 liable for any loss or injury that any person using
6 due care may sustain by reason of any careless-
-7 ness, neglect or misconduct of its agents and ser-
-8 vants in such management and superintendence, but
9 nothing herein contained shall be construed to

10 exempt the Middlesex Railroad Company from any
11 liabilty for loss or injury that any person may sus-
-12 tain by reason of any carelessness, neglect or mis-
-13 conduct of its agents or servants in the manage-
-14 ment, construction or use of its tracks on said
15 bridge.

1 Sect. 6. The compensation of the commis-
-2 sioners under this act shall be fixed by the court
3 to which the award is returned, and paid from the
4 treasury of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 7. Chapter two hundred and sixty-six
2 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-
-3 nine, is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




