
HOUSE No. 167.

House of Repeesentatives, March 17, 1874.

The Committee ou Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the petition of Wendell Phillips and others,
praying for the appointment of female physicians in all of
our public charitable or penal institutions where women are
confined, to treat and care for patients of their own sex, have
duly considered the same, and report that it is inexpedient to
legislate, for the following reasons, —

Your Committee know of no existing statute that prohibits
their employment, and we think it would not be wise to pass
compulsory statutes on the subject. It is claimed by persons
who appeared before us in behalf of the petitioners that there
was an existing prejudice against female physicians on the
part of the trustees of those institutions, which almost ex-
cluded them from positions for which they were eminently
qualified. We see no objections to the employment of female
physicians to treat and care for those of their own sex in
our charitable and penal institutions, provided they are thor-
oughly educated in the science of their profession, and have,
combined with adequate knowledge, sufficient practical expe-
rience to fit them for such positions. We learn that one
female assistant physician is employed at the Worcester Luna-
tic Hospital, and that the results are very satisfactory. We
therefore advise that the trustees of our hospitals, and all
who have charge of the institutions where these unfortunate
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women are confined, give this subject all the consideration to
which it is entitled, and if the condition of these poor, suffer-
ing women can in this way be in any degree improved, cer-
tainly they ought not to be deprived of the care and treat-
ment of those that can do the most to impart relief and com-
fort.

For the Committee,

House of Representatives, March 18, 1874.

Accepted.
Sent up for concurrence.
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