
HOUSE No. 185.

House of Representatives, March 20, 1874.

The Committee on Fisheries, to whom was recommitted an
Act in addition to an Act in relation to smelt fisheries, report
the same in a new draft.

For the Committee,

DAVID P. HAWES.

Commomomltl) of ittasoacljusctts.



[Mar.2 SMELT FISHERIES.

In the Tear One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and hy the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Whoever within this Commonwealth
2 offers for sale or has in his possession any smelt or
3 smelts between the fifteenth day ofMarch and the
4 first day of June in each year, shall forfeit for
5 each and every smelt so sold, offered for sale, or
6 had in his possession, the sum of one dollar.

1 Sect. 2. Whoever takes or catches any smelt
2 or smelts with a net of any kind, or in any other
3 manner than by naturally or artificially baited
4 hooks and hand-lines, shall forfeit for each smelt
5 so caught or taken the sum of one dollar; pro-
-6 vided, that nothing contained in this act shall
7 apply to any person catching smelts in any seine
8 or net, within the limits of Bristol, Barnstable or
9 Dukes counties during the time and in the man-
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10 ner a person may lawfully fish for perch, herring
11 or alewives, or to any person offering for sale, or

12 having in his possession, smelts so caught within
13 those limits; and in all prosecutions under this
14 act, the burden of proof shall be upon the defend-
-15 ant to show that the smelt or smelts, the offering
16 for sale, possession or catching of which is the
17 subject of the prosecution, were legally caught.

1 Sect. 3. The mayor and aldermen of any city,
2 the selectmen of any town, and all police officers
8 and constables within this Commonwealth, shall
4 cause the provisions of this act to be enforced
5 within their respective cities and towns, and all
6 forfeitures and penalties for violations of the pro-
-7 visions of this act shall be paid, one-half to the
8 person making the complaint and one-half to the
9 city or town in which the offence is committed.

1 Sect. 4. All acts conflicting with this act are
2 hereby repealed.




