
HOUSE No. 233,

House or Representatives, March 31, 1874.

The Committee on Fisheries, to whom was referred the
expediency of so amending chapter 195 of the Acts of 1870,
concerning shell-fisheries, that it may apply to the waters of
Mount Hope Bay and its tributaries, report the accompanying
Bill.

For the Committee,

DAVID P. HOWES.

Commomocaltl) of illassadjusctte.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four,

AN ACT
To regulate the Shell-fisheries of the Waters of

Mount Hope Bay and its Tributaries.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled , and hy the author-
ity of the same, as folloivs:

1 Sect. 1. The selectmen of the towns of
2 Swansea and Somerset, and the mayor and alder-
-3 men of the city of Fall River, may by writing
4 under their hands, grant a license for such a term
5 of years not exceeding five, as they in their dis-
-6 cretion may deem necessary and the public good
7 requires, to any inhabitant or riparian owner in
8 said towns or city, to plant, cultivate and dig
9 clams, quahogs and scollops and other shell-fish
10 upon and in any flats, shores, creeks and waters
11 in their respective towns and city, not however,
12 impairing the private rights of any person.

Commonromltl) of iltassadjuocttsL

1 Sect. 2. Such license shall describe by metes
2 and bounds the flats, shores, creeks or waters so
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3 appropriated, and shall be recorded by the town
4 or city clerk before it shall haye any force, and
5 the person or persons licensed, shall pay to the
6 selectmen or mayor and aldermen for their nse
7 two dollars, and the clerk fifty cents.

1 Sect. 3. The person or persons so licensed,
2 his or their heirs and assigns, shall, for the pur-
-3 pose aforesaid, have the exclusive use of the flats,
4 shores, creeks and waters described in the license
5 during the time specified therein, but such license
6 shall not give any authority to remove or disturb
7 any sorge or thatch bordering on said shore or
8 flat; and may in an action of tort recover treble
9 damages of any person who without his or their

10 consent digs or takes clams, quahogs or scollops,
11 or other shell-fish from such flats, shores, creeks
12 or waters during the continuance of the license.

1 Sect. 4. The towns of Swansea and Somerset,
2 and the mayor and aldermen of the city of Fall
3 River, at any legal meeting called for the purpose,
4 may make such by-laws as they may from time to
5 time deem expedient to protect and preserve all
6 shell-fisheries within said towns and city: provided ,

7 always, that no by-laws made as above shall
8 infringe upon the laws of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 5. Whoever takes any shell-fish from
2 within the waters of said towns of Swansea and
3 Somerset and the city of Fall River, in violation
4 of the by-laws established by said towns or city,
5 or of the provisions of this act, shall for every
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6 offence pay a fine of not less than five or more
7 than ten dollars and costs of prosecution, and one
8 dollar for ever bushel of shell-fish so taken; said
9 fine and forfeiture imposed under this act to be

10 recovered by indictment or by complaint before a
11 trial justice in the county of Bristol.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


