
HOUSE No. 251.

[Proposed by Mr. Kisibaix, of Boston, as a substitute for report of Com-
mittee on Towns.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
To annex a portion of the Town of Brookline to the

City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. All the territory now comprised with-
-2 in the limits of the town of Brookline, in the coun-
-3 ty of Norfolk, with the inhabitants and estates
4 therein situated, northerly of the southerly line of
5 Brighton Avenue, is hereby annexed to and made
6 a part of the city of Boston, in the county of Suf-
-7 folk, and shall hereafter constitute a part of the
8 county of Suffolk, subject to the same municipal
9 regulations, obligations and liabilities, and entitled
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10 to the same immunities in all respects as the said
11 city of Boston: provided, however, that until con-
-12 stitutionally and legally changed, said territory, in-
-13 eluding any part of the city of Boston which has
14 been set off from Brookline since the last census,
15 shall continue to be, for the purpose of electing
16 members of the house of representatives, part of
17 the county of Norfolk, constituting part of the fif-
-18 teenth representative district thereof; for the pur-
-19 pose of electing a senator, part of the first Norfolk
20 senatorial district; for the purpose of electing a
21 councillor, part of the third council district; and
22 for the purpose of electing a representative in
23 congress, said territory shall continue to be part
24 of congressional district number eight, as the same
25 are now constituted.
26 All the duties now required by law to be per-
-27 formed by the selectmen and town clerk of the
28 town of Brookline, or either of them, pertaining to
29 the votes cast by the voters residing upon said
30 territory for representatives in congress, state
31 councillors, senators and members of the house of
32 representatives shall in like manner devolve upon
33 and be performed by the board of aldermen and
34 city clerk of the city of Boston; and the said city
35 clerk shall make returns .and meet with the town
36 clerk of the towdi of Brookline, for the purpose of
37 ascertaining the result of the election of represen-
-38 tative for said fifteenth representative district, and
39 making certificates of the same, at noon on the
40 day following said election, at the town clerk’s
41 office, in said Brookline.
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1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of the said territory
2 shall be holden to pay all arrears of taxes which
3 have been legally assessed upon them by the town
4 of Brookline, and all taxes heretofore assessed
5 and not collected shall be collected and paid to the
6 treasurer of the town of Brookline, in the same
7 manner as if this act had not been passed.

1 Sect. 8. The several courts within the county
2 of Suffolk, except the municipal court for the
8 southern district of the city of Boston, the muni-
-4 cipal court for the Dorchester district of the city
5 of Boston, and the municipal court for the Charles-
-6 town district of the city of Boston after this act
7 takes effect, shall have the same jurisdiction over
8 all causes ofaction and proceedings in civil causes,
9 and over all matters in probate and insolvency

10 which shall have accrued within said territory
11 hereby annexed, that said courts now have over
12 like actions, proceedings and matters within the
13 county of Suffolk: provided, however, that the
14 several courts within the county of Norfolk shall
15 have and retain jurisdiction of all actions, pro-
-10 ceedings and matters that shall have been right-
-17 fully commenced in said courts prior to the time
18 when this act shall take effect; and the supreme
19 judicial court, and the superior court within the
20 county of Suffolk, after this act shall take effect,
21 shall have the same jurisdiction of all crimes,
22 offences and misdemeanors that shall have been
23 committed within the said territory that the su-
-24 preme judicial court and superior court within the
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25 county of Norfolk now have; but if, before this
26 act takes effect, proceedings shall have been com-
-27 menced in any of the courts within the county of
28 Norfolk for the prosecution of said crimes, of-
-29 fences and misdemeanors, the said courts within
30 the county of Norfolk shall have and retain juris-
-31 diction of the same for the full, complete and final
32 disposition thereof. All suits, actions, proceed-
-33 ings, complaints and prosecutions, and all matters
34 of probate and insolvency which shall be pending
35 within said territory before any court or any jus-
-36 tice of the peace, when this act takes effect, shall
37 be heard and determined as though this act had
38 not been passed.

1 Sect. 4. Said territory shall be added to and
2 constitute a part of the judicial district under the
3 jurisdiction of the municipal court of the city of
4 Boston. Said court shall have the same civil and
5 criminal jurisdiction in said territory as it now has
6 by law in its district as it now exists.

1 Sect. 5. The said tei-ritory shall constitute a

2 part of ward nineteen in the city of Boston, and
3 shall so remain until the alteration of the ward
4 limits of tee city of Boston provided by law.

1 Sect. 6. Nothing contained in this act shall
2 impair the obligation of contracts; and the property
3 and inhabitants of said territory shall continue
4 liable to the existing creditors of the county of
5 Norfolk, in like manner as if this act had not been
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6 passed: provided, that if any person by reason of

7 his being an inhabitant of or owning property in
8 said territory shall be compelled to pay any part
9 of an existing debt or obligation of the county of

10 Norfolk, the amount of such payment shall consti-
-11 tute a debt to him from said county, as hereafter
12 to be constituted, exclusive of said territory, and
13 may be recovered in like manner as other debts
14 against the county of Norfolk.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall not be construed to
2 divest or deprive the town of Brookline of any
3 legal rights of drainage which it now possesses,
4 nor of any powers or authority which it now
5 enjoys under chapter seventy-one of the acts of
6 the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, en-
-7 titled “An Act concerning drains and sewers in the
8 town of Brookline,” with respect to any of the
9 territory herein before described.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








