
HOUSE No. 278.

House of Representatives, April 21, 1874.

The Special Committee on County Expenditures, to whom
was referred the Order of March 18, 1874, to investigate the
county appropriations asked for the present year, and ascer-
tain whether a reduction can be made consistent with the
public interest, and also ascertain if any legislation is neces-
sary in county matters, report that the accompanying Resolve,
reported by the Committee on County Estimates, printed in
House Document, No. 141, and referred to it, ought to pass
with the following amendment; Strike out for the county of
Bristol, one hundred and ten thousand dollars, and insert one
hundred and three thousand dollars.

The Committee also report that some irregularities appear
to exist in at least one county, in the receipt of fees by cer-
tain officers from criminal prosecutions and from forfeited
bonds and in the return of moneys to the county treasurers,
but as another committee of this House has this subject-matter
in all its bearings under investigation and consideration, the
Committee refrain from making any recommendation in rela-
tion thereto.

For the Committee,

ADDISON GTLHERT.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

RESOLVE

Granting County Taxes.

Resolved, That the sums placed agaiut the names of the
several counties in the following schedule are granted as a
tax for each county, respectively, to be collected and applied
according to law:

Middlesex. —Two hundredand twenty-live thousand dollars.

Worcester. —One hundred and eighty thousand dollars.

Essex. —One hundred and forty thousand dollars,

Barnstable.—-Fourteen thousand dollars.

Bristol. —One hundred and ten thousand dollars.

Norfolk. —Ninety thousand dollars.

Hampden. —Eighty-nine thousand nine hundred lifty-seven
dollars and sixty-one cents.

Berkshire. —Eighty thousand dollars.

Plymouth. —Forty-five thousand dollars.

Franklin.—Thirty-live thousand dollars.

Hampshire. —Thirty-eight thousand dollars.

Dukes. —Six thousand dollars.
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The undersigned, a minority of the Committee, dissenting
from the decision of the majority, are of the opinion that the
estimate for the county of Middlesex should be $192,000,
instead of the amount reported by the Committee, for the
following reason:—

In 1873, by the report of the treasurer of Middlesex
County, the criminal costs of the county over the expendi-
tures amounted to $11,681.31; since then Charlestown and
Brighton, at that time' a part of the county of Middlesex,
have joined the county of Suffolk, which should lessen the
costs of criminal proceedings in the former county. To
cover this item of costs the county commissioners ask for,
and the Committee report, the amount of $45,000, and the
undersigned can see no reason for so large an appropriation.

We are willing that all the money should be appropriated
which is necessary for this and all other legitimate county
expenditures, but we are not willing that Middlesex County,
of which we are citizens, should be taxed for $45,000 for a
purpose which was accomplished last year for less than
$12,000 when the county was larger, and more criminal busi-
ness was done, than now.

We further wish to state that, while we do not object to
appropriating as much for criminal costs this year as was used
last year, we can see no reason for appropriating a dollar,
providing the business of our courts is conducted as economi-
cally and judiciously as those of other counties. Our crimi-
nal business should he remunerative instead of burdensome.

Suffolk County, with a population of 270,802 in 1870,
yielded a revenue from this source in 1873, of $12,138.03.
Worcester County, with a population of 192,718 in 1870,
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yielded a revenue in 1873 of $5,174.97. Middlesex County,
with a population of 274,353 in 1870, was at a loss in 1873
of $11,681.31.

Why should Middlesex County, with a population larger
than either Suffolk or Worcester, be at an expense in doing
her criminal business, while both the last-named counties
receive a revenue from theirs ?

J. JOHNSON.
CHARLES ALDEN.


