
HOUSE No. 3io.

House of Representatives, April 30, 1874.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was recommitted the bill for the more efficient relief of the
poor, have carefully reviewed the whole subject, and sought
such additional information as seemed desirable.

They find that any scheme for the relief of the poor, or any
radical change in the laws of settlement, is beset with great
difficulties, and is likely to be productive of more harm than
good to those whom it is sought to benefit. They believe that
it is safest to make haste slowly, and to test by experience the
effect of moderate changes. If these prove successful, further
legislation can readily bo had in the direction they indicate.

We therefore report a bill, in a new draft, which we
explain as follows, premising that the main object thereof, in
accordance with the prayer of the petitioners, is to make
better provision for the unsettled poor :

First. It does not change existing settlements. Everyo o v/

settled person is to remain where he now belongs, until that
settlement is defeated and a new one gained in the ordinary
course of law.

Second. It does not interrupt or defeat any settlement in
process of acquisition. This is to be completed, as before,
under existing laws.

Third. It does not change the principles underlying the
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present laws, but merely adapts them to the exigencies of the
present day, by shortening the time and lessening the number
of taxes required for settlement.

Fourth. It gives all settled persons a fair and equal start,
by allowing them to commence now to gain a new settlement
under its provisions.

Fifth. It provides liberally for the unsettled by giving all
a settlement who can show a continuous residence of live
years and the payment of three taxes within that time,
whether the residence and taxation be wholly before, or
wholly after, or partly before and partly after, its enactment.

Sixth. It relieves the most pressing claim brought to the
attention of the legislature, by giving women a settlement
by five years’ residence, providing within that time they have
been neither paupers nor criminals.

And finally, it exempts from its benefits the present state
pauper inmates of the public institutions—to the end that
no injustice may be done to any city or town.

It will be seen that the bill bears alike upon all the munici-
palities, by maintaining, as nearly as possible, the same pro-
portion of residence and taxation as at present, and that the
provisions of its third section obviate the danger of con-
fusion, and the objections that would arise as between the
towns on account of any sudden change.

The Committee deem it proper to add that the Bill as
reported has the unanimous sanction of the Board of State
Charities, who agree that no further change is at present
desirable.

For the Committee,

L. J. COLE.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
For the more efficient Relief of the Poor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:
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1 Sect. 1. Any person of the age of twenty-one
2 years, who resides in any place within this state
3 for five years together, and pays all state, county,
4 city or town taxes duly assessed on his poll or
5 estate for any three years within that time, shall
6 thereby gain a settlement in such place.

1 Sect. 2. Any woman of the age of twenty-one
2 years, who resides in any place within this state
3 for five years together, without receiving relief as
4 a pauper or being convicted of a crime, shall there-
-sby gain a settlement in such place. The first sec-
-6 tion of the three hundred and ninety-second chap-
-7 ter of the acts of eighteen hundred and seventy is
8 hereby repealed.
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1 Sect. 3. !No existing settlement shall be
2 changed by any provision of this act, unless the
3 entire residence and taxation herein required shall
4 have accrued after its passage; but any unsettled
5 person shall gain a settlement upon the completion
6 of the residence and taxation herein required,
7 though the whole or a part of the same may have
8 accrued before the passage of this act.

1 Sect. 4. The provisions of this act shall not
2 apply to any person who at the date of its passage
3 shall be an inmate of either of the state lunatic
4 hospitals, the asylum for insane and the state
5 almshouse at Tewksbury, the state workhouse, or
6 the state primary school, until such person shall
7 have been duly discharged from said institution.


