
HOUSE No. 330.

[House, No. 800, as amended.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
To establish a Reformatory Prison for Female Convicts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

tfommormuoltt) of ittasscidjusette.

1 Sect. 1. The commissioners of prisons, created
2 by chapter three hundred and seventy ofthe acts of
3 one thousand eight hundred and seventy, are here-
-4 by authorized to select and determine a plan, and
5 to purchase an eligible site within the limits of the
6 Commonwealth, and to cause to be erected thereon
7 a suitable prison for a state reformatory for female
8 convicts, with accommodations for live hundred
9 prisoners, together with such household accom-

-10 modations for the superintendent and family, and



2 [May,PRISON FOR FEMALE CONVICTS.

11 for subordinate officers, as said board of prison
12 commissioners may deem necessary.
13 And said board shall have power to make all
14 contracts and employ all agents necessary to carry
15 into effect the provisions of this act.
16 Provided, that the aggregate expenses and lia-
-17 bilities incurred by virtue thereof shall not exceed
18 the sum of three hundred thousand dollars; and
19 provided, further, that the selection and purchase
20 of plans for and site of the prison, and all contracts
21 made by said board in carrying out the provisions
22 of this act, shall be subject to the approval of the
23 governor and council, and the work shall be at all
24 times under the supervision of the governor and
25 council, with power at any time to order a discon-
-26 tinuance of the same.

1 Sect. 2. The compensation of each of said
2 commissioners for this special work shall be estab-
-3 lished by the governor and council, and they shall
4 keep an accurate account of their actual services
5 and expenses, to be allowed upon approval of the
6 governor and council, and shall make an accurate
7 report of the amount of their expenditures and all
8 their doings under the first section of this act, to
9 the governor and council at least once every three

10 mouths, during the time of the work of carrying
11 out the provisions of the first section of this act;
12 they shall also, in their annual report to the legis-
-13 lature, include a full account of their doings under
14 this act, and shall be required to complete the
15 work provided for in the first section of this act
16 within two years from the first day of April, one

17 thousand eight hundred and seventy-four.
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1 Sect. 3. As soon as the commissioners of
2 prisons have erected a prison agreeably to the pro-
-3 visions of this act, and the same is ready to receive,
4 safely keep and employ the convicts committed to
5 the same, the governor shall issue his proclamation
6 establishing the reformatory prison for female con-
-7 victs, and thereupon all female convicts duly com-
-8 nutted to the same, or removed by order of the
9 commissioners of prisons as hereinafter provided,

10 shall be kept imprisoned, employed and detained,
11 conformably to the sentences or orders of the
12 courts, and the rules and regulations of said prison
13 duly made and provided.

1 Sect. 4. When an appropriation of money is
2 made by the legislature for the support of the
3 prison, the governor, with the consent of the
4 council, shall draw a warrant in favor of the treas-
-5 nrer of the prison, either for portions thereof, or for
6 the whole amount at one time, as he thinks proper.
7 The receipts of the prison for labor shall be paid
8 quarterly into the state treasury.

1 Sect. o. The officers of said reformatory prison
2 shall consist of three auditors, one superintendent,
3 one deputy-superintendent, one treasurer and
4 steward, one chaplain, one physician, one clerk,
5 one schoolmistress, four matrons, four deputy-
-6 matrons, four assistant-matrons, and as many
7 additional deputy-matrons (not exceeding four),
8 and as many assistant-matrons (not exceeding
9 four), as the superintendent and the commissioners

10 of prisons may judge necessary.
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1 Sect. 6. The auditors shall be appointed by
2 the governor, by and with the consent of the coun-
-3 cil, and one at least of the number shall be ap-
-4 pointed annually. The term of office shall be for
5 three years, except those first appointed, who shall
6 hold their offices one, two and three years as desig-
-7 nated. The superintendent, the treasurer and
8 steward, the chaplain and the physician shall also
9 he appointed by the governor, by and with the

10 consent of the council, and shall hold their offices
11 during the pleasure of the same.

1 Sect. 7. All other officers and employes of said
2 prison whose appointment is not specifically pro-
-3 vided for in this act shall be appointed by the
4 superintendent, subject to the approval of the com-
-5 missioners of prisons and advisory board, and shall
6 hold their offices during the pleasure of the super-
-7 intendent and the commissioners of prisons.

1 Sect. 8. The salaries of the aforesaid officers
2 shall be at the following rates per annum: to each
3 auditor, the sum of one hundred dollars; to the
4 superintendent, the sum of fifteen hundred dol-
-5 lars; to the deputy-superintendent, the sum of
6 six hundred dollars; to the treasurer and steward,
7 the sum of fifteen hundred dollars; to the chap-
-8 lain, the sum of one thousand dollars; to the
9 physician, the sum of one thousand dollars; to

10 the clerk, the sum of five hundred dollars; to

11 the schoolmistress, the sum of five hundred
12 dollars; to each matron, the sum of three hun-
-13 dred and fifty dollars; to each deputy-matron,
14 the sum of three hundred dollars; to each
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15 assistant-matron, the sum of two hundred and
16 fifty dollars, payable monthly by the treasurer in
17 full for all services. Xor shall any perquisite,
18 reward or emolument be paid to or received by
19 them, except that all said officers, except the
20 auditors, may reside at said prison or its depen-
-21 dencies at the public charge, and the auditors
22 shall be reimbursed their necessary travelling ex-
-28 penses incurred in the performance of their duty.
24 And all the above-mentioned officers, except the
25 auditors, and treasurer and steward, shall be
26 women. The auditors, and treasurer and steward
27 may be either men or women at the discretion of
28 the governor and council.

1 Sect. 9. The commissioners of prisons, shall be
2 authorized to employ, and determine the compen-
-3 sation to be paid to, the engineer, the farmer, the
4 gate-keeper, the stable-men, if any, and other
5 necessary male servants or hired laborers, which
6 compensation shall be paid by the treasurer of the
7 prison.

1 Sect. 10. The auditors, or one of them, shall
2 visit the prison at least once in each month, to
3 audit and allow bills, and the same shall not be
4 paid until thus audited. They shall, on or before
5 the fifteenth day of October in each year, prepare
6 and deliver to the governor and council a detailed
7 report of the state of the prison, and its expenses
8 during the year ending on the last day of the
9 preceding month, with a list of the officers and

10 their salaries, and in a tabular form under the heads
11 specified in section eleven of chapter five of the
12 General Statutes, the value of stock and supplies.
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1 Sect. 11. The superintendent shall reside at
2 all times within the precincts or dependencies of
3 the prison, and shall have charge and custody of
4 all prisoners committed to said prison. She shall
5 govern and employ them in the manner prescribed
6 by law and in conformity to the sentences under
7 which they are respectively committed and the
8 rules and regulations of the prison, so long as
9 they shall lawfully be kept or detained in said

10 prison. She shall have the management and direc-
-11 tion of the prison, its servants and employes and
12 all its affairs not otherwise specially provided for.
13 Before entering upon the duties of her office she
14 shall give bonds to the Commonwealth for the
15 faithful discharge of her duties, in such sum as
16 shall be prescribed by the commissioners of
17 prisons, with such surety or sureties as shall be
18 approved of by the auditors and be satisfactory
19 to the governor.

1 Sect. 12. The treasurer and steward shall give
2 bond or bonds to the Commonwealth, with such
3 surety or sureties as shall be approved by the
4 auditors and be satisfactory to the governor, for
5 the faithful discharge of the duties of the office,
6 in such sum as shall be prescribed by the com-
-7 missioners of prisons. The treasurer and steward
8 shall receive and pay out all moneys granted
9 by the legislature, which shall be necessary for

10 the support and management of the prison, and
11 shall cause to be kept in suitable hooks of account
12 a full and accurate statement of all the property,
13 expenses, income and business of the prison
14 of every kind. And shall purchase all supplies
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15 necessary for carrying on and managing the prison,
16 and shall have charge and custody of the land
17 and buildings and dependencies of the prison,
18 together with the tools, implements, stock, pro-
-19 visions and all other property connected with or
20 belonging to the same. And shall, moreover, pro-
-21 vide and issue such supplies at such time or times
22 a? the superintendent shall require or prescribe.

1 Sect. 13. The commissioners of prisons and
2 advisory board shall have the general supervision
3 of the prison, and shall make all necessary rules
4 and regulations consistent with the laws of the
5 Commonwealth, for the government and direction
6 of the officers of the prison in the discharge of
7 their duty; the government, employment and dis-
-8 cipline of the convicts therein, and the custody
9 and preservation of the property connected with

10 said prison; and they shall cause provision to be
11 made in said prison or its dependencies for keeping
12 the convicts therein employed in some useful labor
13 suited to their respective capacities.

1 Sect. 14. The commissioners of prisons shall
2 have the same power of discharging persons con-
-3 fined for any cause that overseers of houses of
4 correction now have in those institutions. There
5 shall also be vested in said commissioners of prisons
6 all the powers in relation to this prison (which are
7 not by the provisions of this act given to the
8 superintendent, treasurer and board of auditors),
9 that county commissioners and overseers have in

10 relation to houses of correction.
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1 Sect. 15. The said advisory board, or some
2 member of it, shall visit said prison as often at
3 least as twice in each month, and shall see that the
4 rales and regulations thereof are enforced, and
5 the officers competent and faithful in the perform-
-6 ance of their duties; and they shall report to the
7 commissioners of prisons all defaults or violations
8 of duty which shall come to their knowledge in
9 respect to the same.

1 Sect. 16. The commissioners of prisons may
2 remove from time to time female prisoners, held
3 under sentence imposed after the passage of this
4 act in any jail or house of correction in the Com-
-5 monwealth, the workhouse at Bridgewater, or in
6 the house of industry at Deer Island, to said re-

-7 fprmatory prison, where the said prisoners shall
8 serve the remainder of their terms of sentence.

1 Sect. 17. All warrants or other official proc-
-2 esses, or papers, or the attested copies thereof,
3 by which a prisoner is committed or held, shall be
4 transferred at the time of removal of such pris-
-5 oner, with an order for such removal signed by the
6 secretary of said commissioners, and directed to a
7 proper officer to make such removal to said prison,
8 there to be kept as if such prisoner were originally
9 committed thereto.

1 Sect. 18. Any court or trial justice of the

2 Commonwealth having cognizance of an otfence
3 punishable by imprisonment in a jail, house of
4 correction or house of industry, before whom any
5 female may be convicted of such offence, may
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6 sentence such female therefor, to the reformatory
7 prison for female convicts.

1 Sect. 19. Any officer qualified to serve crim-
-2 inal processes in any county of the Commonwealth,
8 is empowered to serve any process of commitment
4 or removal to said prison as provided in this act.
5 The costs and expenses of such commitment or

6 removal shall be taxed and allowed by the respec-
-7 tive district-attorneys in the same manner as
8 county costs and expenses are taxed and allowed,
9 and shall be paid out of the state treasury.

1 Sect. 20. The superintendent of said prison
2 for female convicts shall make to the commis-
-3 sioners of prisons and board of state charities
4 such reports and returns as are required by law
5 to be made by the keepers of prisons to the said
6 board of state charities.

1 Sect. 21. The keepers of jails and masters
2 of houses of correction, the superintendents of
3 houses of industry, shall, whenever a female is com-
4 mitted to the prison under their respective charge,
5 forthwith transmit to the secretary of the commis-
-6 sioners of prisons, such an abstract of the mitti-
-7 mus on which she is committed as the said
8 commissioners may prescribe.

1 Sect. 22. Females convicted of any of the
2 offences enumerated in sections twenty-eight and
3 thirty-five of chapter one hundred and sixty-five of
4 the General Statutes, shall, after the proclamation

2
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5 as provided for in section five of this act, be
6 sentenced to the reformatory prison for women, for
7 a term not more than two years.

1 Sect. 23. This act shall take effect upon its
2 its passage.
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